PUPLICATION OFFICE 
TE“HNY, ILLINOIS 


NEGRO BOYS and YOUNG MEN 


who desire to: become priests 
and carry to thousands the message of 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST 


Look on pages 12 and 13 of this issue! 


ES a 


Then, if interested, 
Write for further information to: 


THE REV. PREFECT OF STUDENTS 
St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 


Contents of This Issue 


Editorials: Cardinal Dougherty’s Jubilee: Are You Listening? .................. eee eee eeeee 121 
"Somaur Gongs <= Josephs Brunet 0.5.6 oes sos cies sia eae pis 69 95 Gl SSN wie aids Seb eo gerne nop Hes Biers 122 
ae ROCHON eee a ES GILG Cre SB Rag Rete BOO Eee eS EAB ER ENS. BAR ALS) 3p NEARS RPTAR ee 123 
Another Catholic College for Negroes -— Clarence J. Howard, $.V.D. .........6 cece ee eee 125 
The Negro Apostolate Grows — John P. Sweeney, S.M.A. .......-. 2 eee ee eee eee ee eens 127 
The White Fathers in Africa and the Colored Fathers in America — Norbert L. Schuler, $.V.D. 128 
Prayer for the Missions — Arthur C. Winters, S.V.D. 2.2... 6. c cece eee eee eee eee eens 131 
Seminary News: Graduation Day: Rewards; Vacation Days ..............-...seeeeeeeenee 134 
"Quote cmd: Uneuelen an sce lsh aad d 4a NS apices siecle as toa aimee at Aue Sida) Sane eee 135 


With Our S.V.D. Fathers on the Colored Missions: 
Going West; Coming North; 115 Baptized; 
Archbishop Confirms; Voice from Africa’ ..........e's cece cs ecen eee eesecese 


. Wareanesesl  Fermally Jobe 5.00 0.095559 ie hs Pec NeW TAT ES Bae 5 Mee a bine wie HS SO ANE De 6 aoe Oa 
#7 Dangers of Racial Hoartred. . 2... cette eens te eesoce nen RA ee rt ey ye 139 
| Big-Fellow Man Too Much! — William Ross, S.V.D. ...........-0000000 005 NR Ree eae 140 
Cierra eC CORTIOE aaa EG Sg ee pS bk Sek gab aed: Ba as daa sna SG Ses haaa Br Sane GHGs) apate wie Sake leone ecg roo Se fe 


Illinois Technical School ‘for Colored Girls 


CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


A COMPETENT BOARDING SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS IN THE GRAMMAR GRADES 


/ Instruction in Vocal Music Piano and Violin Classes 
| Special Emphasis in 7th and 8th Grades on Home Economics -- Sewing, Cooking and House- 
. hold Tasks. RATES: $15.00 per month 
Apply to Or to 
THE MOTHER SUPERIOR CATHOLIC DEPENDENT CHILD COMMISSION 
4910 Prairie Ave., Chicago, Ill. 506 S. Wabash Ave., Room 506, Chicago, Ill. 


CATHOLIC EDUCATION RY flugustine "4 MUTUAL COOPERATION 
co) is 


MESSENGER 


ESTABLISHMENT OF NEGRO CLERGY 


A Catholic Negro magazine, published monthly, 
ercept July, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


Editor: MATTHIAS BRAUN, S.V.D. 


Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Managing Editor: CLARENCE J. HOWARD, S.V.D. 


Editorial Office: TECHNY, ILL. 


Volume XVIII 


JUNE -- JULY, 1940 


Number 6-7 


EDITORIAL PAGE 


Cardinal Dougherty’s Jubilee 

His Eminence, Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty, Archbishop of Phila- 
delphia, was fifty years a priest on 
May 31, 1940. During that week 
several celebrations and receptions 
were held by the devoted Catholics 
of the Archdiocese in honor of their 
beloved Cardinal. 

No reception, however, was more 
significant and spontaneous than the 
one held by the Pennsylvania State 
Association of the Improved Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks 
of the World on the night of May 
28. The Cardinal was visibly touch- 
ed by the respectful affection shown 
him and he declared to the large 
gathering thronging the hall: “I 
have been to many parts of the 
world, but never have I experienced 
so elaborate, so touching a celebra- 
tion as the one at which I now have 
the pleasure to assist.” 

The I.B.P.0.E. of W. is a non- 
Catholic Negro fraternal organiza- 
tion which wanted to show how 
much it appreciates what Cardinal 
Dougherty has done for the Negro 
in Philadelphia. . 

We hope to have an article about 
this celebration in our next issue. 


Are You Listening? 


Once more we wish to thank sin- 
cerely all those who have sent us 
letters of congratulation and encour- 
agement, and especially those who 
have sent in new subscriptions or 
have renewed their old ones. Some 
have even made it a point to spend 
some of their time interesting others 
in Sr. AvucGustine’s MessENGER, 
with the result that from several 
localities we have received several 
new subscriptions due to the effort 
of one or the other zealous subscrib- 
er. To these we owe our special 
thanks. 


With such cooperation and sup- 
port we can sanguinely hope for ul- 
timate success in our endeavor to 
make Sr. AucusTINE’s MEssENGER 
a worthwhile Catholic magazine and 
a representative spokesman for the 
Negro Apostolate, advocating a 
growing Negro clergy, equal oppor- 
tunities for Negro children to get a 
solid Catholic education from kin- 
dergarten to college, and closer co- 
operation both between groups 
working for the welfare of the Ne- 
gro as well as in the Negro group 
itself. 


JosEPH BRUNET 


Rich is the Negro in his heritage 
of song. His native gifts of rhythm, 
musical harmony, unconscious lyric 
expression — in these his natural 
genius for probing the gaiety and the 
grief of the world in accents of 
spontaneity is best revealed. Not the 
folklore emanating from his race; 
not the modern dances springing 
from Negro sources; not the pres- 
ent offshoot of ragtime or jazz mu- 
sic are the truest exponents of his 
instinctive feeling for something 
finer than can be found on this mere 
earth. It is in his “spirituals” that 
the Negro lifts his soul towards a 
Maker he admits without any theo- 
logical knowledge, offering to God 
his joy and sadness. 

Early this year the St. Elizabeth’s 
Glee Club of St. Elizabeth’s Parish, 
Chicago, Ill., presented a choral 
concert that included (among the 
various semi-classic and religious 
pieces) some of the “sorrow songs” 
which make the word “spiritual” in- 
separable with Negro singing. The 
opposite side of the picture — the 
humorous numbers which exempli- 
fy the Negro at his natural best, 
such as “Shortnin? Bread,” “Mos- 
guitoes,” and the more popular “OP 
Pappy,” — simply present the con- 
trast of the innate sadness of such 
spirituals all the more effectively. 


The splendid renditions by the St. 
Elizabeth’s Glee Club need not be 
lauded here. More interesting is it 
to note that even in the 20th cen- 
tury young American representa- 
tives of the Negro race find their 


“SORROW SONGS” 


@ Negro Spirituals to Spiritualize the Negro 


finest spiritual release in music to 
stem from the age-old songs of their 
race, the “sorrow songs.” 


In its apostolate for the Negro in 
America the Catholic Church could 
encourage no finer movement than 
the vivifying of these songs by in- 
fusing a genuine Catholic faith. Let 
“7 Stood on the River of Jordan” 
have the connotation of the immor- 
tality of the soul, the Resurrection ; 
let “I??s Me Standing in the Need 
of Prayer? represent man’s humility 
and necessary penitence in the Sac- 
rament of Confession; let “Every 
Time I Feel the Spirit” signify a 
lyric comprehension of the powers 
of the Holy Ghost — and your Ne- 
gro spiritual is lifted to a plane of a 
no longer natural, but almost super- 
natural, feeling, urging the Negro 
himself to higher things. A spiritual 
such as “My Jesus Arose” can come 
to have a profound meaning for the 
whole race: 


“Here comes my Master Jesus 
with heaven in His view... .” 


The strange sad sweetness of 
these songs pressed out of the heart 
of the Negro through generations of 
sweaty, slavery, bloody tyranny; the 
half-wild melancholy of some of 
them, begot under the dark oppres- 
sion of jungle-roofed refuges; the 
mystic hints and half-thoughts bur- 
ied under religious phrasing, as 
though the original composers were 
groping past trammels of fetishes 
and voodoo rites towards the Light 
of the World, yet fearful of what 
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they might find—do not these very 
qualities testify to the vitality of the 
race producing such melodies, and 
assure us of their fundamental near- 
ness to the true concept of the One 
Almighty God? 

A Paul Robeson sings, and the 
silence following his voice is richer 
than words can tell, with the over- 
tones reaching into men’s hearts to 
pluck forth new meanings. A Doro- 
thy Maynor trills arias from classic 
European sources, yet never touch- 
es her audience into such 
a mood of sincerity and 
tenderness as when she 
bursts forth in a “sorrow 
song”: “Were You 
There, Were You 


There?” ... Anda Mar- 


ian Anderson steps over 


stupid boundaries set by 
ignorance and prejudice 
to thrill a national audi- 
ence with the beauty and 
rich charm of her song. 
It is not that these sing- 
ers cannot be matched with vocalists 
from other lands or races — but it 
is in their unique upholding of the 
traditions of their race that they ex- 
cel: the exquisite renditions of the 
“sorrow songs” that have been pol- 
ished, generation after generation, 
until each note has its approved 
niche in the final structure of the 
song. 

Was it not St. Paul who spoke of 
the natural coming first and then of 
the spiritual following close after? 
Holy Mother Church never re- 
strains her children from the natu- 
ral, if innocent, impulses of their 
feeling in art, science, culture in any 


Miss Marian Anderson, 
world-renowned American 
Negro contralto 
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form. Rather, she seeks to give the 
proper direction: pointing always to 
the Great End of all the Universe, 
the Creator. 

The Church seeks to encourage, 
not to discourage, such expressions 
of a national or racial spirit as songs 
contain; it seeks to give to such 
melodies point and meaning by re- 
ferring them ultimately to the 
Greatest Singer of all, Who has set 
in motion the music of the spheres, 
and Who, in delicate and deft modu- 

lations of chords, in rare 
counterpoint and in stir- 
ring motif, has indicated 
to His children His love 
of harmony in the Uni- 
verse and His love of 
songs — even “sorrow 
songs” — on His chil- 
dren’s lips. 
® 


THE Reason? 


With such Negro 
track stars as Jimmy 
Herbert, John Borican, Mozelle 
Ellerbee, John Woodruff, Herb 
Thompson, Norwood Ewell, Bill 
Carter and others in the spotlight, 
there has been some speculation 
among white professors, athletic 
directors and coaches as to the 
reason for the Negro runner’s out- 
standing success. 

One chemistry professor has even 
suggested that some special quality 
or process in the cell metabolism of 
the Negro athlete might be the 
reason. But Dave Camerer of the 
New York World Telegram re- 
ports Emil Von Elling, New York 
University track coach, as disagree- 
(Continued on page 126) 
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they might find—do not these very 
qualities testify to the vitality of the 
race producing such melodies, and 
assure us of their fundamental near- 
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Almighty God? 

A Paul Robeson sings, and the 
silence following his voice is richer 
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tones reaching into men’s hearts to 
pluck forth new meanings. A Doro- 
thy Maynor trills arias from classic 
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With such 
track stars as Jimmy 
Herbert, John Borican, Mozelle 
Ellerbee, John Woodruff, Herb 
Thompson, Norwood Ewell, Bill 
Carter and others in the spotlight, 
there has been some speculation 
among white athletic 
directors and coaches as to the 
reason for the Negro runner’s out- 
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New York World Telegram re- 
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Another Catholic College for Negroes 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ lhe Benedictine Sisters 


@ Have opened a College for the Colored in Oklahoma 


The little town of Guthrie, Okla- 
homa, has a population of about 
15,000, hardly enough to make it a 
subject of conversation outside the 
State of Oklahoma. But Guthrie 
does possess something which will 
one day, perhaps, make it the subject 
of conversation not only outside Ok- 
lahoma, but in every State where 
there are colored high-school grad- 
uates. 

Guthrie has the beginnings of a 
college, the Catholic College of Ok- 
lahoma for the Colored. 

Since 1889 the Benedictine Sisters 
of the Congregation of St. Scholas- 
tica have been conducting a college 
for white girls in Guthrie. Becom- 
ing interested in the colored work, 
the Sisters wanted to do something 
for the higher education of colored 
youth also. 

The Oklahoma segregation law 
preventing them from accepting col- 
ored students into their already es- 
tablished white institution, the Sis- 
ters founded, February 1, 1936, the 
Catholic College of Oklahoma for 
the Colored, the fist of its kind in 
the State and the second in the 
whole country. 

As in all true Christ-like pio- 
neering work, the beginnings of the 
College were wrapped in hardships 
and its progress was retarded, for a 
while, by opposition. The whites of 
the community opposed the College 
because it was for the colored, and 
many of the colored opposed it be- 


cause it was Catholic. 

The Sisters, however, realizing 
they were doing Christ’s work, stuck 
tenaciously to their purpose, and 
gradually much of the oposition 
died down. Students began to en- 
roll, colored lay teachers were add- 
ed to the faculty, two priests, Fa- 
ther James McNamee of Edmond, 
Okla., and Father Clarence McGin- 
ty of Stillwater, Okla., volunteered 
their services, and the Bishop him- 
self, Most Rev. Francis C. Kelly, 
D.D., of Oklahoma City, consented 
to become Chancellor of the Col- 
lege. 


Since some of the students who 
enrolled had already received cred- 
its from other colleges, the Catholic 
College was able to have its first 
graduation on September 8, 1938, 
when the Bachelor’s degree in Arts 
and Science was conferred on nine 
young men and women. 


The second class was graduated 
February 24, 1940, bringing the to- 
tal up to eighteen who have re- 
ceived degrees from the College in 
the four years of its existence. 


Today the College staff consists 
of Rev. Eric Beevers, Ph.D., Act- 
ing-Rector; Rev. Clarence McGin- 
ty, Professor of Philosophy and 
Apologetics; Rev. James McNamee, 
Professor of History; Sister Mary 
joseph, O.S.B., Dean; three other 
teaching Sisters and four colored lay 
professors. 
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There are forty students attend- 
ing the Catholic College at present. 


Guthrie, Oklahoma, shares the 
honor of having a Colored Catholic 
College with only one other city in 
the whole nation, namely, New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, the home of Xav- 
ier University, which is conducted 
by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment of Cornwells Heights, Pa. 


This new Catholic College of 
Oklahoma fills a definite need, and 
the Benedictine Sisters deserve 
praise and congratulations for its 
establishment. 
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THE Reason? 
(Continued from page 123) 
ing. Says Von Elling: 

“T don’t think chemistry has any- 
thing to do with it. Those boys 
realize that they are given an ab- 
solutely equal break in track. Where 
can they get that in any other 
sport? Fighting, perhaps, but a 
Negro has to be awfully good to 
get any break in that game. 

“Another thing. Legs make a 
track man. Your Negro athlete 
uses shoe-leather to get places. 
The white youngster thinks it be- 
neath him to walk.” 


Blue Sisters Don’t Feel “Blue” 


ONE OF THE BLUE SISTERS 
visiting the home of some of her pupils 


The Servants of the Holy Ghost, 
popularly known as “Blue Sisters’ be- 
cause of the blue habit which they wear, 
are just bringing to a close this month 
a very successful school year in the Col- 
ored Mission Schools of the South. 
Their report certainly sounds good 
enough to drive “the blues” away. 


The total number of children in their 
schools this year was 2,742 as com- 
pared with 2,618 children last year — 
an increase of 124 children. 


351 pupils were enrolled in the high 
schools and 205 in the kindergartens. 


Of the 2,186 pupils in the elementary 
grades, 640 were Catholic and 1,546 
were non-Catholic. 


The Blue Sisters conduct eight grade 
schools for colored children in Arkan- 


sas and Mississippi. ‘To these schools 
are attached five kindergartens and 
seven high schools. 64 Sisters and 4 
lay teachers staff these schools. 


The only thing that could make the 
Sisters feel “blue” is the thought that, 
due to lack of room and facilities, they 
may have to turn away hundreds of 
new pupils seeking admittance to their 
schools this fall. 
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THE NEGRO APOSTOLATE GROWS 


Joun P. Sweeney, S.M.A. 


(From the Society for the Propagation of the Faith News Notes ) 


There is an awakening today 
among thinking American Catholics 
with regard to the Negro, a grow- 
ing uneasiness about their attitude 
to and treatment of these long- 
suffering colored brethren for whom 
‘Christ died and with whom He 
wishes to be identified. Heretofore 
a Negro might have asked for bread 
— the bread of truth and Christian 
fellowship, only to be handed the 
stone of cruel indifference and con- 
tempt. The change is coming at 
last, thank God, slowly but surely. 

As an earnest Catholic, therefore, 
you will be interested in a recent ef- 
fort to extend the Kingdom of 
Christ among the Negro race. In 
September, 1939, the Society of Af- 
rican Missions opened a seminary 
near Washingon, D. C., wherein 
zealous American students may be 
trained for the priesthood and the 
Negro Apostolate. 

Our field has been, and is, pri- 
marily the foreign missions. Hun- 
dreds of our missionaries from 
Europe have spent and are spending 
themselves under difficult but ex- 
tremely promising missions of West 
Africa. This heroic work must go 
on until the native clergy is strong 
enough to win and to hold all Af- 
rica for Christ. Now, with our 
new American foundation, we desire 
to include the home vineyard as 
well. We would join forces with 
the few zealous Catholic organiza- 
tions already in the field for the 
conversion of the 12,000,000 Ne- 
groes of America. 


Our Society is not really a new- 
comer in this ever ripening field. 
The Society of African Missions has 
charge of several colored missions 
principally in Georgia and also in 
California, founded by the veteran 
African missionary, Very Rev. Ig- 
natius Lissner, S.M.A., to whom 
the establishment of a national sem- 
inary of our Society has been a long- 
cherished ideal, and who, as Pro- 
vincial Superior, will watch over its 
progress with fatherly interest. 


We feel that we have the sym- 
pathy and interest of every mission- 
minded Catholic in America in this 
undertaking, and we frankly appeal 
for that cooperation which is essen- 
tial to our success. We have started 
in what the true Christian would 
call “auspicious poverty,” and our 
first home is an old frame building, 
badly in need of repair and present- 
ly located in Silver Springs,’ Mary- 
land. Already a few of our stu- 
dents are attending the Catholic 
University at Washington, D. C.; 
others have applied for admission. 


The Rector of the Seminary, Very 
Reverend Anthony P. McAndrew, 
S.M.A., LL.D., and his two asso- 
ciates, Rev. John P. Sweeney, 
S.M.A., and Rev. Patrick J. 
O’Hara, S.M.A., of the Irish Prov- 
ince have served on the mission 
fields in West Africa, Dr. McAn- 
drew having spent five years in the 
interesting Black Republic of Li- 
beria and Fathers Sweeney and 
O’Hara in Nigeria, West Africa. 
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The White Fathers in Africa 
and the Colored Fathers in America 


Norsert L. Scuuter, S.V. D. 


@ |n the matter of Native Vocations and the Results 
@ obtained thereby the White Fathers of Africa 
@ are setting a pace for the U.S.A. 


In North and West Africa and in 
the region of the Great Lakes of 
Central Africa the Society of priests 
known as the White Fathers is in 
charge of 23 ecclesiastical territories. 
One other, the recently created Vi- 
cariate of Masaka, Uganda, while 
staffed by native secular clergy, is 
ruled by a member of the White Fa- 
thers, His Excellency, Bishop Jos- 
eph Kiwanuka, the first Negro 
Bishop of modern times. 

Assisted by 171 native secular 
priests, the White Fathers have built 
up Christian communities totaling 
approximately 1,600,000 souls. 
This figure indicates an increase of 
some 100,000 over last year’s statis- 
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tics. Some 400,000 catechumens are 
now preparing for baptism. Were 
the postulants, still undergoing a 
two-year period of trial and instruc- 
tion, to be added, the last figure 
would have to be doubled. During 
1939 adult baptisms totaled 63,540. 
The mission heading the list is 
Urundi with 20,244 adult baptisms, 
followed by Ruanda and Ruwen- 
zori, with 11,215 and 4,244 re- 
spectively. The greatest obstacles to 
conversion are encountered, as might 
be expected, in Mohammedan dis- 
tricts. 

The profound influence of the 
White Fathers on the black races of 
Africa is revealed by further statis- 


SINGING THE PRAISES OF GOD IN NORTH AFRICA 
The Society of Missionaries of Our Lady of Africa, popularly known as the White Fathers, 
was established by Cardinal Lavigerie in 1868 for the work of converting Africa 
to the true Faith. 
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A MISSIONARY PRIEST TEACHES CATECHISM TO THE NATIVES 


If there is no church in a particular African village, the people just sit, kneel or squat on 
the ground outdoors and receive their religious instructions from the missionary 


tics. In the territories under consid- 
eration there are now, besides the 
native priests mentioned, 99 native 
Brothers, 546 native Sisters and a 
total of 400 native seminarians in 6 
major seminaries. The rising gener- 
ation of the Banti race evidently 
possesses sufficient spiritual depth 
for the more advanced stages of 
Christian perfection. The mission- 
aries, however, are not simply en- 
gaged in forming the elite of priv- 
ileged souls; they are spiritualizing 
the lives of the mass of the people, 
as shown by the fact that during the 
past year 500,000 confessions were 
heard and 20,000,000 Holy Com- 
munions distributed. During the 
last twelve months the White Fa- 
thers also taught in 7000 schools a 
total of 400,000 children and gave 
medical attention in hospitals and 
dispensaries to 6,000,000 sick per- 


sons, Catholic and non-Catholic. 

Furthermore, several native 
priests are now working in various 
parts of the Union of South Africa. 
The Indian Catholic community in 
Natal has already produced voca- 
tions to the priesthood. The colored 
Catholics of South Africa, of mixed 
native and European blood, have in- 
creased considerably within the last 
ten years or so, particularly in the 
Cape. They, too, have now begun 
to provide the Church with voca- 
tions to the religous life. 

Early last October the first col- 
ored Catholic from the Cape was 
raised to the priesthood. The new 
priest is Father Arthur Petersen, 
born in Holy Cross parish, Cape 
Town. This is the first colored mis- 
sion established in the Cape and the 
leading parish today in its work 
among the colored community. 
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A cabinet-maker by trade, Father 
Petersen had already reached man’s 
estate when, having left Cape Town, 
he decided to enter Aliwal Semi- 
nary. As a layman he had for a 
long time taken a leading part in 
parish social and benevolent activi- 
ties. Father Petersen will work 
amongst his own people in the Ali- 
wal North Vicariate. 

Here in the United States is a 
vast and fertile field that awaits the 
coming of the native priest. Out of 
a total of 13,000,000 Negroes, ap- 
proximately 300,000 are Catholics. 
Other denominations have 5,000,- 
000 while about 7,000,000 belong 
to no church. 

New converts are usually recruit- 
ed from among the poorer classes, 
who look to outside help until able 
to build their own churches and 
schools and to support the clergy 
ministering to thém. These stand- 
ard-bearers of Christ at home stand 
in as much need of prayer and ma- 
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terial aid as their brothers who have 
crossed the seas to labor for the sal- 
vation of the heathen. 

Yet, withal, encouraging progress 
has been made, and the passing 
years witness new groups of colored 
priests taking their places in confes- 
sionals and parochial ministrations. 
Negro Catholics welcome the ordi- 
nation of priests of their own race 
and strongly desire that their num- 
ber be multiplied. After all, hav- 
ing the long and careful prepara- 
tion of the major seminary, are they 
not fit candidates for Holy Orders? 
And why, other things being equal, 
should anyone be deprived of the 
reception of any Sacrament solely 
on the ground of color? 

Outside the Church there is a 
large and influential body of color- 
ed ministers, and this is taken as a 
mark of sympathy and wilingness 
on the part of the various churches 
to combat racial prejudice and indif- 

(Continued on page 144) 


A NATIVE VILLAGE IN INNER AFRICA 


To reach these villages buried in the jungle the missionary priest must travel for days and 
sometimes weeks by bicycle or on foot 


Prayer for the Missions 


ARTHUR C. WINTERS, S.V. D. 


A little mission-minded boy, His face suffused with childish joy, 

Was stepping out of doors one day To have his precious hour’s play; 
Within a flower-spattered yard, With paths of cobbles, packed and hard. 
And as the door behind did close, This sudden thought within him ’rose: 


“lve not yet said my mission prayer 
Today; I must take better care 
And pray, if I would faithfully 
A little missionary be.” 
And chiding thusly, there and then, Unmindful of the eyes of men, 
He knelt and bowed his curly head; Most sweetly to the Lord he said: 


“Have mercy, Lord, I do beseech, 
On missionaries, all and each. 
Perhaps right now those struggling men 
Can use Thy gracious help. Amen.” 
And thus with task of love complete, To play he sped with eager feet. 


Like to an expert’s archery, Sending a slender shaft skyward high, 

Where it doth pause, then with motion free Falls out of reach of his foll’wing eye; 
So sped the prayer from its earthly place Up to celestial halls, and then — 
Heavily laden with choicest grace, Dropped to this valley of tears again. 


In far-off lands a missionary 

Followed the beaten pathway to his door. 
Though once in years gone by quite merry, 
His face with lines of care was written o’er. 
He reached his home; no entrance made he, 
But weary, listless, and with shoulders bent, 
Beside the humble threshold stayed he, 
Where he so oft his mission zeal had spent. 


Bleak failure was about to rend him; 
Discouragement and hopelessness were near; 
In sickness he had none to tend him; 

In health ’twas none his words of love to hear. 
But kneeling now, his arms extended, 

He prayed: “O Lord, remove from me this cup! 
“Would that my fruitlessness were ended! 
“Lord, shall I carry on? — or give it up?” 


’Twas silence round that quiet threshold, 

Where dusk was swathing all in hazy light; 

He prayed for grace to take a fresh hold 

And labor at his task with all his might. 

And then the starry sky divided, 

Angelic accents seemed to whisper near, 

“Take courage, friend, a child has sided 

“With you, and prayed for grace, quite far from here!” 


These words he heard distinctly sounded. 

The pain and worry vanished from his face. 
Great God! Why should he be confounded! 

His task was work! The others prayed for grace. 
Their meaning sudd’nly dawned upon him; 

With courage to his work he went and made 

A great success; a child had won him 

To fervent zeal and strength; a child had prayed. 


@ € © 
Lesson: 


And so, my friend, pray for the missions; With prayer successful work does e’er entwine. 
Mayhap, of God some great decisions Shall hinge upon a little prayer of thine. 
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7,000,000 SOULS ARE [EF 


THIRTEEN MILLION NEGROES IN AMERICA fp O 


° 


to bring to these millions the knowledge 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
To do this 


hundreds, and even thousands, of priests 


It is the God-given duty of the Catholic Church 
; 


are needed. 


Whence are these much-needed 
priests coming? 
From among the Catholic youth, 
and especially from among the 


Colored Catholic youth of today! 
Here are pictures of some of the 
fine young men who have 


answered this call. 


PREPARATORY STUDENTS OF ST. AUGUS'§ SEM 
Bottom (left to right): rst Academic, 2nd Academic and 3rd Academic with Prefect, Rev. Hubert Pos “D. M 
Top: Graduates (left to right): Jerome Hodges, Louisville, Ky.; Matthew Ashitgpette, I 
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FE FEPENDING ON THESE! 


CA Ap OVER ONE-HALF BELONG TO NO CHURCH 


. 


While thousands in this country are trying, secretly 
and openly, to destroy belief in God, to sow the 
seeds of class hatred and dissension 
— the 35 young men on this page — 
are preparing themselves with might and main 


to be Apostles of Peace. 


They are studying to be priests, 
to bring hope to despairing hearts, 
to teach men to love God 
and one another, 
to minister to the sick and the dying. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 


wants more such men. 


This means YOU! 


AuGUS'@ SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
ort Pos D. Middle: 4th Academic with the Rector, Very Rev. John Gasper, S.V.D.; (right) rst year College. 
7 Ashivl@iette, La.; Louis Castenell and (seated) Robert Fritz, both of New Orleans, La. 
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It is the God-given duty of the Catholic Church 
to bring to these millions the knowledge 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
To do this 
hundreds, and even thousands, of priests 


are needed. 


Whence are these much-needed 
priests coming? 

‘rom among the Catholic youth, 
and especially from among the 
Colored Catholic youth of today! 
Here are pictures of some of the 
fine young men who have 
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While thousands in this country are trying, secretly 
and openly, to destroy belief in God, to sow the 
seeds of class hatred and dissension 
— the 35 young men on this page — 
are preparing themselves with might and main 


be Apostles of Peace. 


They are studying to be priests, 
to bring hope to despairing hearts, 
to teach men to love God 
and one another, 
to minister to the sick and the dying. 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 

wants more such men. 


This means YOU! 


AUGUS!# SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
ert Sa -D. Middle: 4th Academic with the Rector, Very Rev. John Gasper, S.V.D.; (right) 1st year College. 
Ashfot 


ette. La.; Louis Castenell and (seated) Robert Fritz, both of New Orleans, La. 


GRADUATION DAY 


This year five graduates went 
forth from the portals of St. Au- 
gustine’s Minor Seminary. They 
are: Matthew Ashford, Lafayette, 
La; Louis Castenell, New Orleans, 
La.; Robert Fritz, New Orleans, 
La; Jerome Hodgens, Louisville, 
Ky.; and George Price, British Hon- 
duras. 

During the program the seminary 
orchestra gave several selections. 
Jerome Hodgens was the class Sal- 
utatorian. George Price delivered 
the valedictory address. Louis Caste- 
nell and Robert Fritz presented the 
class History and the class Will re- 
spectively. 


REWARDS 


In conjunction with the program, 
a special C.S.M.C. premium — the 
PALADIN JEWEL — was pre- 
sented to Carlos Lewis, because of 
his assiduous work in behalf of the 


SEMINARY NEWS 


THE 

MINOR SEMINARY 
of 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S 


In this building are 
the study halls, class- 
rooms and dormitor- 
ies of the preparatory 
students 


high school and college paper, The 
Seminarian. 

Two study clubs received the Pal- 
adin Companion Degree, for their 
good work. The members of the 
first club are the following students: 
Ashford, Castenell, Fritz, Price and 
Lewis; the second group: Shay, 
Kirk, Shepherd, Francis, Claver 
Richardson, and LaBauve. 


VACATION DAYS 


June is here and that means va- 
cation. Our students left us in the 


first week of June. With vacation 
in sight, they romped through the 
last quarter exams in no time. Next 
— trunks and more trunks, suit- 
cases, traveling bags, bundles and 
packages! Then they were gone and 
the place was clothed with true 
summer quiet. We wish them a 
good rest and a pleasant vacation, 
for well be seeing them again in 
September, plus some new boys. 


PLEASE REMEMBER 
This is the combined June-July issue. The next issue will be in August. 


“Onole and Unquote e 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


“Never has the Colored Group 
faced a better opportunity than it 
has today for the progressive ad- 
vancement of its legitimate ideals 
and aspirations. Educational oppor- 
tunities have recently increased to a 
remarkable extent; economic and 
social betterment is being given seri- 
ous attention by individuals and 
groups that are deeply interested in 
promoting the welfare of the Ne- 
ero. The Church, government and 
private organizations are manifest- 
ing a very profound concern about 
the removal of certain disadvantages 
which have retarded and sometimes 
frustrated the progress of the twelve 
or thirteen millions of Colored Peo- 
ple scattered over the United States 
of America. 

“Notable among these new de- 
velopments are Catholic institutions 
of secondary and higher education, 
chief among which must be named 
Xavier University. It is the convic- 
tion of all who are interested in the 
welfare of the Negro that, through 
these various means, especially in 
the field of education, there is being 
developed a group of leaders, well- 
grounded in Christian philosophy, 
thoroughly equipped with cultural 
qualifications and willing to work 
constructively with devotion and 
personal self-effacement. Upon such 


the race can depend for inspiration, 
courage and ultimate results. These 
results must not be expected too im- 
patiently; nor will they be achieved 
without sacrifice and occasional dis- 
appointment. After all, we are deal- 
ing with a problem that aspires to 
the uplift of an entire race made up 
of many classes and varied grades of 
human society. With such factors 
genuine and permament progress 
can only be made gradually and 
through the application of lifetime 
planning and persistent effort. 

“Tt may be confidently hoped that . 
properly qualified leaders will rise 
within the ranks of the students and 
alumni of Xavier University, men 
and women who will dedicate their 
talents, education and other resourc- 
es to the highest interests of their 
brothers and sisters within the race. 
They may not rise to the stature of 
prophet; certainly we cannot ap- 
prove of the demagogues; nor can 
we view without suspicion certain in- 
dividuals who consider themselves 
imbued with a messianic mission. 
What is wanted is constructive lead- 
ership, calm in the possession of a 
profound spiritual and moral train- 
ing, deeply imbued with religious 
convictions and ready to consecrate 
itself to work with patience and per- 

(Continued on page 144) 


With our SVD Fathers 
on the Colored Missions 


Going West 


On April 9, Father George Stephan, 
energetic assistant at St. Elizabeth’s in 
Chicago, said goodbye and boarded a 
train for his new home in sunny Cali- 
fornia. There Father will assist Rev. 
William Benz, S.V.D., pastor of St. 
Patrick’s Church in Oakland, Calif. 

St. Patrick’s was given over to the 
care of the Divine Word Fathers in 
1925. It has a congregation of 4,000 
souls, of whom about 300 are colored. 


Coming North 


Father Clarence Weber has been ap- 
pointed as Father Drescher’s assistant 
to fill the vacancy at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church in Chicago. 

Ordained seven years ago, Father 
Weber spent the first four years of his 
priestly life as a professor in St. Au- 
gustine’s Seminary at Bay St. Louis, 
Miss.; after which he served as assist- 


ant pastor in St. Nicholas’ Church, St. 
Louis, Mo., where he was until his ap- 
pointment to Chicago in Mer. * 


Exchange 


Father Edward Luis and Father Vin- 
cent Smith exchanged places for about 
three weeks in May. Father Luis went 
to the East to give a couple of missions, 
and Father Smith settled down to help 
with the parish work at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill. What is that old 
saying about the farmer coming to the 
city for his vacation and the city-dweller 


going to the country for his? 


115 Baptized 


A large class, numbering 115 persons, 
was baptized in St. Anselm’s Church, 
Chicago, on Sunday, May 5. Eleven 
priests assisted the pastor, Father Eck- 
ert, in administering the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Father Clarence Howard of 


MISSISSIPPI CONFIRMATION CLASS 
47 children and adults were confirmed on April 7 by Bishop Gerow of Natchez at Holy Ghost 


Church, Jackson. 31 of the number are converts. 


Father Baltes is the pastor. 
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CALIFORNIA 
FIRST COMMUNION 


Father Berman of St. 
Benedict’s Church, 
San Francisco, and 
two Sisters, Helpers 
of the Holy Souls, 
with First Commu- 
nion Class, May 5th. 


Techny preached the sermon, and Fa- 
ther William Ross, a New Guinea mis- 
sionary, gave the Benediction after- 
wards. 


Archbishop Confirms 
The first time Archbishop Stritch ad- 


ministered the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion in the Archdiocese of Chicago was 
on May 5, when he confirmed 360 col- 
ored Catholics in St. Elizabeth’s 
Church. Over two hundred of those 
confirmed were adults, mostly converts. 

Those to be confirmed walked in pro- 
cession from the rectory to the church, 
followed by the Archbishop, Monsignor 
Hayes and thirteen priests. The street 
in front of the church was crowded 


with people who couldn’t get into the 
church because of the large number of 
those to be confirmed. 

Before conferring Confirmation, the 
Archbishop questioned the children, of 
whom there were about 150, on their 
Catechism, The children answered well, 
but one of the answers was truly a 
stroke of genius. 

The Archbishop asked if Adam, af- 
ter having been created by God and 
endowed with so many gifts, was satis- 
fied. The answer came back: “No!” 

“Why wasn’t Adam satisfied?” His 
Excellency asked a little boy. 

“Because,” the little boy answered 
promptly, “he wanted a wife!” 

The large number of those to be con- 


FATHER JACOBS’ 
PRIDE AND JOY 


First Communion 

class at St. Joseph’s, 

Meridian, Miss., April 

28. The two Blue Sis- 

ters are teachers in 
the school 
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firmed was a pleasant surprise to Arch- 
bishop Stritch, and he was very much 
pleased with the work done by the pas- 
tor, Father Drescher, and his assistants. 


Voice from Africa 


Father Joseph Bowers, one of our 
missionaries to the African Gold Coast, 
writes the following, to let us know 
what is going on: 

“Fathers Bauer and Noser are now 
stationed in a parish-station (if I may 
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“Recently I went to one of the more 
remote stations and stayed overnight. 
I will be doing more of this as soon as 
I become better acquainted with the lan- 
guage. I like that sort of work.... The 
real mission work is swell. 


“T also have charge of the choir here. 
The natives are exceptionally gifted as 
to musical talent, and are quite anxious 
to have a band.... 

“What I am really striving to get, is 
a machine for showing slides ... graph- 


“I SIGN THEE WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS...” 
Archbishop Stritch administers the Sacrament of Confirmation for the first time in Chicago; 
assisting His Excellency are (left to right): Fathers Howard, Smith, Branmbrink and Thilges. 
At the Gospel side of the altar stands Monsignor John Hayes. 


coin a new term) about 50 miles from 
here, called Korforidua. Father Noser 
comes in every fortnight or so on busi- 
ness, but Father Bauer has not been 
back for the last six weeks. Father 
Dauphiné has a little mission station 
called Adabraka, which he takes care of 
from Accra, holding Lenten services. 
catechism classes, and Sunday Mass, etc. 
I take care of two smaller mission sta- 
tions on Sundays. These places are 
within a radius of five miles from Ac- 
cra, our main station. 


ic illustrations are absolutely necessary 
to teach the childyen, when you have to 
use an interpreter to teach them cate- 
chism. Who will help us get a machine?” 

We have inquired and found out that 
such a projector, with slides and sup- 
plies and suitable adjustments for the 
tropics, will cost around $60.- If any of 
cur readers are interested in helping 
Father Bowers to get this machine for 
his catechism classes, they may send 
contributions in care of the Editorial 
Office of this magazine at Techny, IIl. 
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Unusual Family Jobs 


In the November number of Oppor- 
tunity, Harold A. Lett, executive secre- 
tary of the New Jersey Urban League 
and a member of the Newark Housing 
Authority, tells a story of a colored 
American family in which two sons, a 
daughter and the father hold down un- 
usual jobs. 


“When it comes to breaking thru the 
occupational barriers of color, the Max- 
well family of East Orange, New Jer- 
sey, is in a class by itself. William H. 
Maxwell, Sr., has for twenty years 
been on the editorial staff of one of 
Newark’s largest daily papers. At pres- 
ent he is Sunday editor, feature editor, 
and librarian. He has also found time 
to prepare numerous contributions for 
magazines and syndicates, and to write 
a book of poems, recently published un- 
der the title ‘The Life To Live. 

“Sherman H. Maxwell, the elder son, 
apparently inherited his father’s keen 
desire for new worlds to conquer. Early 
in life he decided that he wanted to be 
a radio sports commentator, and al- 
though he met discouragement on all 
sides from officials who refused even to 
consider him because of his color, he fi- 
nally landed a brief ‘spot’ on station 
WRNY, New York, in 1929, Later he 
was given a more regular job by WNJ, 
Newark, and from there he went to 
WHOM, in Jersey City. At present he 
is heard regularly in sports broadcasts 
over station WLTH, New York, and 
WWRL, Woodside, Long Island. 


“The younger son, Emerson, went in- 
to the cleaning and dyeing trade, but 
like his father, he longed for the bustle 
of life in the editorial office of a daily 
paper. The first opening that occurred 
on the staff of the paper that employed 
his father was in the ‘morgue,’ where 
old files, clippings, and pictures are 
kept. He applied for this position and 
was accepted, and has since devoted his 
time to bringing aged records up to date 
and making piles of poorly filed ma- 
terial available for instant use. 

“The daughter, Bernice, is preparing 
for a career as a coloratura soprano, but 
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meanwhile she holds the unusual po- 
sition of radio and movie mentor of the 
same paper which employs her father 
and brother. She is probably the only 
colored woman handling such an assign- 
ment in the United States.” 


& 


Dangers of Racial Hatred 


The Most Reverend Bernard J. Sheil, 
D.D., auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, 
speaking on American Catholic Youth 
and Europe’s War, made a most inter- 
esting and timely comment on one of 
the problems of the day, when he said 
(italics ours) : 


“Those who preach race hatred and 
intolerance among us in such a world at 
war are traitors to our lonely democ- 
racy. 

“They menace our moral unity. 

“They divide our precious strength. 


“We Catholics are the greatest or- 
ganized body within this country found- 
ed upon the teaching of the Christ who 
said, ‘Love thy neighbor as thyself. 


“We have a particular responsibility 
to continue the Catholic Church as a- 
tremendous force for tolerance and mu- 
tual racial respect, so that Christianity, 
humanity, and American democracy can 
survive. 


“It is a clear lesson of history that 
whenever racial hatred gets a real start 
in a land, it is the beginning of the dis- 
solution of civilization in that land. 

“No man can be both honest and in- 
telligent if he professes to want to safe- 
guard peace in America at the same 
time he preaches the kind of racial ha- 
tred which has destroyed peace every- 
where else in the world.” 
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Wow! 

Impatient Customer: “Waiter! Do you 
realize that I have been waiting here for a 
full ten minutes?” 

Waiter: “You'll get used to it, madam. 
I’ve been waiting here for full ten years!” 


Big-Fellow Man Too Much | 


WituiaM Ross, S.V. D. 


(This is the story of David and 
Goliath as taught by our mission- 
aries in the schools of New Guinea. 
The most important of all native 
languages in the Pacific and South 
Sea Isles is pidgin english. This 


story illustrates the use of this poet- 
ic language. In the left-hand col- 
umn the story is printed in pidgin 
english. In the right-hand column is 
the English equivalent.) 


TELLING IT TO THEM IN PIDGIN ENGLISH 


Father William Ross, S.V.D., a jolly American missionary, with some of his pupils in New 
Guinea, where he has been laboring for 13 years. 


Long-time before, all-man_be- 
long God, he fight one-time all- 
Philis. All Philis he got one-fellow 
big-fellow man, name belong-him 
Goliath. All-a-boy, him he big-fel- 
low too much. Head belong-him he 
go ontop more. Now this-fellow 
big-fellow man, he laugh no good 
along all-Judah-man. He sing out, 
“Where stop one-fellow enough 
along me? Me like try-him. Come 
on. Look-him all, he afraid. Ha! 
Ha!” 

True, Judah he afraid; he no got 


Long ago, the people of God 
were fighting with the Philistines, 
among whom was a giant named 
Goliath. True indeed, he was a very 
tall man, his head above all the 
others. Now this giant mocked and 
jeered at the people of Judah. He 
cried out: “Where have I an equal? 
I would like to meet him. Let him 
step forth. See, they are all afraid. 
Ha! Ha!” 


It was true, the Jews were afraid; 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


one-fellow enough along Goliath. 
All he shame, head belong-all he go 
down. Now one-fellow day, liklik 
monkey he come up, name belong- 
him David. Him he _ bring-him 
kaikai along big-brother. Now him 
he like fight along Goliath. King 
Saul he hear him this-fellow-talk, 
he speak, “No got, bye-and-bye, Go- 
liath he kill-him you.” David he 
talk: “Me no afraid; God He help- 
him me, now me can fight-him big- 
fellow man.” Now Saul he speak: 
“Miaski, he work belong you.” 

Now David he go down .along 
river, find-him three-fellow liklik 
stone he round-fellow, put-him 
along pouch, behind he come up 
along place belong fight. Goliath he 
look-him liklik David, he laugh no 
good. 


“Ha you, you like fight, ha? You 
liklik rat, you no can fight. Bye-and- 
bye me kaikai you. You hold-him 


what-name something? Rope? 
What-name, me dog, you come, like 
fight-him me along rope. Look-out 
you!” 

Now David he speak: “Yes, me 
like fight; you laugh now, behind 
you no can laugh. You hold-him 
knife, spear, half-plank; me hold- 
him rope that’s all; God He help- 
him me, me make-him savvy along 
you.” 

Now Goliath he belly-hot; him 
he come close to, he like kill-him 
David. That’s all, David he catch- 
him liklik stone, put-him along 
sling, throw-him away along fore- 
head belong-Goliath, he fall down, 
he die finish. 
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they had no one equal to Goliath; 
ashamed, they bowed their heads. 
But one day a little lad came to the 
camp. His name was David. He 
brought dinner to his elder brother. 
Now he wished to challenge Golli- 
ath. King Saul heard about it, and 
said: “No, you cannot, Goliath will 
only kill you.” David said: “I am 
not afraid; God will help me so I 
can fight against the giant.” Then 
Saul said: “Well, if you wish, it 1s 
your own doing.” 


Then David went down to the 
river, found three round pebbles, 
put them in his pouch, then he ar- 
rived at the camp. Goliath saw Da- 
vid coming, and laughed in scorn as 


he said: 


“Ha, you wish to challenge me? 
Why, you little rat, you don’t know 
how to fight, Pll eat you up. What 
is that you are holding? A rope? | 
What, am I a dog that you come 
to fight me with a rope? You bet- 
ter look out!” 

Then David replied: “Yes, I wish 
to fight against you; you are laugh- 
ing now, later on you will not 
laugh; you hold a sword, a spear, a 
shield. I have only this sling, but 
God is with me, and II] show you.” 


Then Goliath in anger drew near 
to kill David. But David took a 
pebble, placed it in the sling, hurled 
it against the forehead of Goliath, 
who fell down dead. 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


Big-Fellow Man Too Much! 


Wintam Ross, S:V. 1, 


(This is the story of David and 
Goliath as taught by our snission- 
davies in the schools of New Guinea. 
The most important of all native 
languages in the Pacific and South 
Sea Isles is pidgin english. This 


story illustrates the use of this poet- 
ic language. In the left-hand col- 
winn the story is printed in pidgin 
english. In the right-hand column 1s 
the English equivalent.) 


TELLING IT TO THEM IN PIDGIN ENGLISH 


Father William Ross, S.V.D., a jolly American missionary, with some of his pupils in New 
Guinea, where he has been laboring for 13 years. 


Long-time before, all-man_ be- 
long God, he fight one-time all- 
Philis. All Philis he got one-fellow 
big-fellow man, name belong-him 
Goliath. All-a-boy, him he big-fel- 
low too much. Head belong-him he 
go ontop more. Now this-fellow 
big-fellow man, he laugh no good 
along all-Judah-man. He sing out, 
“Where stop one-fellow enough 
along me? Me like try-him. Come 
on. Look-him all, he afraid. Ha! 
Ha!” 


True, Judah he afraid; he no got 


the people of God 
were fighting with the Philistines, 
among whom was a giant named 
Goliath. True indeed, he was a very 
tall man, his head above all the 
others. Now this giant mocked and 
jeered at the people of Judah. He 
cried out: “Where have I an equal? 
1 would like to meet him. Let him 
step forth. See, they are all afraid. 
Ha! Ha!” 


Long ago, 


It was true, the Jews were afraid; 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 1+] 


ene-fellow enough along Goltath. 


All he shame, head belong-all he go 
down. Now one-fellow day, Itklik 
monkey he come up, name belong- 
him David. Him he_ bring-him 
kaikai along big-brother. Now him 
he lke fight along Goliath. King 
Saul he hear him this-fellow-talk, 
he speak, “No got, bye-and-bye, Go- 
hath he kill-him you.” David he 
talk: “Me no afraid; God He help- 
him me, now me can fight-him big- 
fellow man.” Now Saul he speak: 
“Maski, he work belong you.” 

Now David he go down along 
river, find-him three-fellow klik 
stone he round-fellow, put-him 
along pouch, behind he come up 
2long place belong fight. Goliath he 
look-him liklik David, he laugh no 
good. 

“Fa you, you like fight, ha? You 
liklik rat, you no can fight. Bye-and- 
bye me kaikai you. You hold-him 
what-name somethings Roper 
What-name, me dog, you come, like 
fight-him me along rope. Look-out 
you!” 

Now David he speak: “Yes, me 
like fight; you laugh now, behind 
you no can laugh. You hold-him 
knife, spear, half-plank; me hold- 
him rope that’s all; God He help- 
him me, me make-him savvy along 
you.” 

Now Goliath he belly-hot; him 
he come close to, he like kill-him 
David. That’s all, David he catch- 
him liklik stone, put-him along 
sling, throw-him away along fore- 
head belong-Goliath, he fall down, 
he die finish. 


they had no one equal to Goliath; 
ashamed, they bowed their heads. 
But one day a little lad came to the 
camp. David. He 
brought dinner to his elder brother. 
Now he wished to challenge Goh 
ath. King Saul heard about it, and 
suid: “No, vou cannot, Gohath wall 


only kill you.” David said: “I am 


His name was 


not afraid; God will help me so | 
can fight against the giant.” Then 
Saul sard: “Well, if you wish, it 1s 
your own doing.” 


David went down to the 
river, found three round pebbles, 


Then 


put them in his pouch, then he ar- 
rived at the camp. Goliath saw Da 
vid coming, and Jaughed in scorn as 
he said: 


“Fa, you wish to challenge me: 
Why, you little rat, you don’t know 
how to fight, Pl] eat you up. What 
is that you are holding: 
What, am Ia dog that you come 
to fight me with a rope? You bet- 
ter look out!” 


A rope! 


Then David replied: “Yes, I wish 
to fight against you; you are laugh- 
ing now, later on you will not 
laugh; you hold a sword, a spear, a 
shield. I have only this sling, but 
God is with me, and [’II show you.”’ 


Then Goliath in anger drew near 
to kill David. But David took a 
pebble, placed it in the sling, hurled 
it against the forehead of Goliath, 
who fell down dead. 
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Dear Boys and Girls: 


Now that school has closed and vaca- 
tion time is here, I know that all of you 
are feeling just grand. 

No more school bells a-ringing to 
hurry you up, no more hard lessons ev- 
ery morning and afternoon, no more 
long study-periods to make you sleepy. 
What in the world are you going to do 
with all the free time you will have from 
morning till night? 

Of course, you are going to stay out- 
doors in the fresh air and sunshine and 
play as much as you can to keep your- 
selves strong and healthy. You are go- 
ing to try building playhouses and mak- 
ing wagons and scooters and things. 
You are going to help Mother around 
the house as much as you can. Maybe 
you will plant a tiny garden; that will 
be fun watching the radishes and beans 
and cucumbers grow. 

Perhaps, you will even be lucky 
enough to get a job at the corner gro- 
cery store, running errands or riding the 
bicycle, or selling newspapers or cutting 
the grass in somebody’s yard and make 
enough money to go to the movies 
once in a while, and to buy some soda 
pop and ice cream and snowballs when 
it gets so hot, and to buy that pretty 
shirt or those sport socks or that pair of 
fine tennis shoes. It’s kind of nice 
when you don’t always have to be ask- 
ing Dad for money to buy what you 
want. 

Yes, sir, I hope that every one of you 
- will have a pleasant and happy vacation 
this summer; BUT, with all your play- 


ing and having a good time do not for- 
get to go to church EVERY SUNDAY 
in plenty of time for Holy Mass! Con- 
fession every Saturday and Communion 
every Sunday will make your vacation 
much, much better. Our dear Lord 
would not be pleased if some of my 
Catholic boys and girls would be too 
lazy to wake up and go to Mass on Sun- 
day, or would stay away from Confes- 
sion and Communion the whole summer 
just out of laziness. And that would 
certainly make me feel sad, too. 

But, do you know what? I feel that 
every one of you is going to try to be 
very faithful to Mass and Confession 
and Communion this summer. And I 
am going to pray hard that you will be 
successful. A happy, HAPPY vacation 
to all! - 

& 
Dear Father Howard: 

This is my first time trying to write a poem. 
I think it is fun. I hope you will enjoy reading 
my poems. When our teacher showed us the 
children’s section in ST. AUGUSTINE’S MES- 
SENGER I was greatly interested, and started 
at once trying to do my part. 

I am in the seventh grade. I study very 
hard. I hope to make a grade this year. 
Please pray for me, and I will pray for you. 
Faithfully yours, 

Vivian Heisser, 7th Grade 
Madisonville, Louisiana 


THINKING 
At night when in the bed I lie 
I look up at the starry sky, 
And often times I stop to think 
Just why the sky is blue, not pink. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


That is a deep thought, Vivian (or should 1 
say a HIGH thought?). When you get into 
high school or college and begin studying 
Chemistry, you will understand why the sky 
is blue and “not pink.” Thanks for the poem. 
Your first try at poetry is a good one. I shall 
be glad to receive more poems from you. 


Dear Father Howard: 


Our teacher showed us ST. AUGUSTINE'S 
MESSENGER. It was quite nice, and above 
all most interesting. 

I am 11 years old and in the 5th grade. My 
favorite study is History. I like to go to school 
very much. 
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every morning, rain or shine. God has said 
that anyone in the state of grace is just like 
the apple of His eye. I wish I could be in 
the state of grace always. 


Every night before going to bed our whole 
family say the Rosary together. and we put 
ourselves under the protection of the Blessed 
Mother. Sincerely, 

Imelda Lange, 5th Grade 
Madisonville, Louisiana 


Imelda, that is a splendid letter for a girl 
of eleven. It makes me very happy to know 
that you love the dear Lord so much and try 


SOME SMILE AND SOME FROWN 


Evidently these pupils of St. Francis Xavier’s School, Madisonville, La., were divided in 
their opinion as to the capabilities of the photographer. Sister Clothilde, the teacher, is at left 


When I grow up I have a strong desire to 
become a religious Sister. I am praying hard 
and asking God if that is what He wants me 
to do. Father, please pray that I may suc- 
ceed, if it is God’s Will. 


I love our Blessed Lord very much, and I 
trust in Him very much. He is wonderful. He 
died on the Cross for you and for me and for 
the sins of every one. I am very sorry when 
I offend Him. He suffered so much without 
saying a word, I will ask Him to teach me 
to obey without saying a word. 


I wish some day I shall be able to bring 
souls to God. He will reward everyone who 
helps Him to save souls. 


I am trying very hard to assist at Mass 


so hard to please Him. Keep on, and if it is 
God's Will you will certainly one day be a 
Sister and be the cause of bringing many 
souls to Jesus. IF I live long enough, and IF 
I am sent to a mission station, and IF I get 
money enough to build a school, then I would 
certainly like to have yau as a Sister teaching 
in that school. We shall see. Thanks, Imelda, 
and write again. 


ALSO HEARD FROM — 


Marvie Mae Hicks, Noella Lange, Grace 
Lange, Charles Parent and Milton Heisser, who 
sent in some original compositions, poems and 
riddles. All are pupils of St. Francis Xavier's 
School, Madisonville, La. 


(Continued on next page) 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 


Held at St. Augustine's Seminary 
JULY -- AUGUST 1-9 


Intention: Better observance of the Golden Rule 


Dear Friends: 


Of all the wonderful words of wisdom that 
have come from the treasure-trove of the 
Sacred Heart, none perhaps can be more ap- 
preciated in our present time than His golden 
rule: “All things therefore whatsoever you 
would that men should do to you, do you also 
to them” (Matt. 7:11). Like other good rules 
and wise counsels, the value of this Golden 
Rule can be appreciated more universally 
only when it is put into practice. 

If every individual would be sincere with 
himself, and endeavor to apply this great 
moral principle, this old world of ours would 


Join us in this Novena. 


Pray 


be wonderfully transformed. Utopia would cease 
to be merely imaginary. Justice, for example, 
would reign supreme. No one would violate the 
rights of another because no one would like an- 
other to violate his own. Charity would unite 
all men. Since everyone would seek to be loved 
and esteemed by his neighbor, there would 
be found none who would be willing to play 
the role of an unkind person. 

While it is to be regretted that the Golden 
Rule of the Sacred Heart is not observed so 
extensively and constantly as it should be, 
yet we can pray and work for its application 
in the lives of many. 


together with us during these nine 


days. Send in your intentions and they will be included in the prayers 
of the Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers and Students. 


Mail your intentions to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


—————————————————————___eeeseseseseseeess..____ | ee 


CHILDREN’s CoRNER (Continued ) 


LAST MONTH'S ANSWERS 


To Anagrams: From the four letters EB T A 
the following 13 words can be formed: at, ate, 
abet, bat, bate, be, bet, beta, beat, eta, eat, 
tab, tea. 

To Riddle: He STRUCK out! 

To Question: Q. Who are the two oldest men 
mentioned in the Bible? 

A. Mathusala (969 years) and his grand- 
father, Jared (962 years). 

Meanwhile, visit our Lord in church often 
during the summer and ask Him to bless the 
good Fathers, Brothers and Sisters who are 
working so hard in the Colored Missions. And 
do not forget to add a little prayer for me. — 
FATHER HOWARD, S.V.D., TECHNY. ILL. 


a 


Tue Wuirte FaTHeErs IN AFRICA 
(Continued from page 130) 


ference. The colored priest is, of 
course, not primarily a representa- 
tive of racial interests but an anoint- 
ed leader, empowered to preach the 
word of God and to administer the 
Sacraments to his ethnic group — a 
group endowed with the same nat- 
ural rights as all other men and 
sharing membership in the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 


“QuoTe AND UNQUOTE” 
(Continued from page 135) 


severance, according to the princi- 


ples of what is known today as Cath- 


clic Action. Such a group can and 
will make a contribution not only to 
the welfare of the Negro race, but 
also to the progress of the entire 
nation.” 


Mosr Rev. Jos. F. Rummet, D.D. 
Archbishop of New Orleans 


in Xavier Alumni V otce 


When in Chicago 
Don’t Fail to See 


The Exhibit of 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
at the 
American Negro Exposition 


Chicago, Ill. July 4—Sept. 2 


THE LIFE of a BROTHER 
is the Life of St. Joseph 


e 


Hidden away from the eyes of the world, 
but in the presence of Jesus and Mary, 


he works for the greater glory of God. 


¢ 


Any boy or young man interested in becoming a lay Brother in the 
Society of the Divine Word should write to 


THE REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


Can YouGiveUsa HelpingHand? 


Our New Combination Kitchen, Dining-room and Laundry 
Is Ready and Waiting for Us 


BUT SO ARE THE BILLS! 


And besides, you wouldn’t want to move into a kitchen without a 
stove, nor into a dining-room without a dish. 


YOUR CONTRIBUTION 


towards a stove, washing-machine, dishes, chairs, tables, or other needed 
furnishings 
WILL BE DEEPLY APPRECIATED 


Kindly address all donations to the 


BUILDING FUND 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


— —_—_——— 


| 
| 
to beat the band... 
| 


AS A CATHOLIC you have experienced the blessings of your Relizion. 
In your generosity you wish others also to be as fortunate. 


YOU ARE MISSION-MINDED. The Negro Apostolate offers you un- 
limited opportunities to help bring America’s colored millions 
back to the Fold of Christ. 


HERE IS A SUGGESTION for your Apostolate: Spread wholesome 
literature which gives Catholic news and views and points out 
the homeward road that leads to Christ. St. Augustine’s Mes- 
senger does it. It’s so novel and new! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER is a magazine for every home, for 
every age, and only $1.00 a year. 


Subscribe for it. Pass it on as a torch of light and happiness. 


<< Clip and fill in the coupon 
Reverend and Dear Father: and mail it to 


I am happy to send you my subscription to ST. ST. AUGUSTINE’S 
AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER, $ Thus I wish to help SEMINARY 
in the Negro Apostolate which is so dear to the heart of the BAY ST. LOUIS 


Holy Father in Rome. MISSISSIPPI 


PUB ICATION OFFICE 
EC 4NY, ILLINOIS 


e 
GUSTINE’S 


> MINAR Y 
BA ST. LOUIS, MISS. 


aT 


Vv Hy No. 8 


Card. Dougherty of Philadelphia arriving at reception tendered him by Colored Elks 


Until Sept. 2nd 


you have a chance to see 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH EXHIBIT 


at the 
AMERICAN NEGRO EXPOSITION 


AT THE COLISEUM, CHICAGO, ILL. 


What the Catholic Church has done and is doing for the spiritual and 
temporal advancement of the Negro in the United States is graphically told 
in pictures, paintings and photographs, charts, group displays and leaflets. 


@ IF VISITING CHICAGO, VISIT THE EXPOSITION @ 


Contents of This Issue 


Editorial: The Chicago Exposition 
The Cardinal Came to Catto Hall — ice J. Howe 
Who's Bluffing in Pine Bluff? — Joseph Kempinski 
Bh CR CoS I fe | a I a nn a ent eee ae trea See eee tte pa ieg ESC 
Handmaids of the Lord — Cla J. How S.V. 0 
Graduates? Oh Yes! 
Spingarn Medalist 
Seminary News: Legicn of Mary: New Novice in Techny; Seminary Without Boys: 
Retreat of Fathers: Lourdes at the Seminary; Another Aspirant 
New S.V.D. Southern Province 
Life’s Journey — Maxine ; Ds 
Seminarians Sing for Church Dedication — Arthur 
August's Saints 
Letter of Invitation from the Elks to Cardinal Dougherty 
Obituaries 
With Our S.V.D. Fathers on the Colored Missions: Large Class Confirmed; 
Forced to Build; Mission in a Mission: Tramping Days Are Over: 
St. Anselm’s New Pastor; Being Initiated 


Children’s Corner 


WWlinois Technical School for Colored Girls 


CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


A COMPETENT BOARDING SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS IN THE GRAMMAR GRADES 


Instruction in Vocal Music Piano and Violin Classes 
Special Emphasis in 7th and 8th Grades on Home Economics -- Sewing, Cooking and House- 
hold Tasks. RATES: $15.00 per month 


Apply to Or to 
THE MOTHER SUPERIOR CATHOLIC DEPENDENT CHILD COMMISSION 
4910 Prairie Ave., Chicago, Ill. 506 S. Wabash Ave., Room 506, Chicago, Ill. 


CATHOLIC EDUCATION AY Augusti ne "5 MUTUAL COOPERATION 


MESSENGER 


ESTABLISHMENT OF NEGRO CLERGY 


A Catholic Negro magazine, published monthly, 
ercept July, at cecers Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay uis, Mississippi. ub- 
scription $1.00 a year, " Pacceede are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Editor: CLARENCE J. HOWARD, S.V.D. 
Editorial Office: TECHNY, ILL. 
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AUGUST, 1940 


Editorial: THE CHICAGO EXPOSITION 


The American Negro Exposition 
now being held in Chicago has a 
two-fold purpose: to show to the 
world, and especially to fellow- 
Americans whose skin happens to 
be of a lighter hue, the progress 
made by the American Negro since 
his emancipation from slavery sev- 


enty-five years ago, and to give to 
the rising generation of Afro-Amer- 
icans courage, hope and confidence 
in their own possibilities. 

This Exposition affords an op- 
portunity to 90% of the popula- 
tion to learn more about the other 


10%. It furnishes the occasion for 
White America to take a peek at 
the life of Brown America, to meet 
and converse with the intelligentsia 
of the Race, to obtain first-hand in- 
formation about the Negro from 
the Negro himself. In a word, 
the American Negro Exposition of- 
fers to the thousands of white per- 
sons who will visit it between now 
and its closing date, September 2, 
the chance to add to their knowledge 
of the “Three R’s” the knowledge 
of the “Double-R” — Race Re- 
lations. 

To any Negro boy or girl, man 
or woman, who walks through the 


exhibits of the Exposition and views 
the triumphs which have been 
achieved by persons of color in the 
fields of Religion, Education, Sci- 
ence, Art, Literature, Music, Sports, 
Business Administration and Handi- 
craft there will come a glow of 
justifiable pride and an encouraging 
voice whispering hope: “If they 
have made a mark in the world, if 
they have been able to contribute 
something definite to the welfare of 
humanity in spite of the handicap 
of color, why can not J also who 
have less handicaps and certainly 
more opportunities than they had 
75 or 50 or even 25 years ago?” 
And with this incentive there will 
be born in the breasts of many the 
determination to succeed. 

In the attainment of this two-fold 
purpose of the Exposition the Cath- 
clic Church is actively cooperating. 
Under the sponsorship of Arch- 
bishop Stritch of Chicago and the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence a Catholic Exhibit has been 
erected, showing the part played by 
Negroes in the Catholic Church in 
America. The results have been 
most favorable and interesting. 
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The Cardinal Came to Catto Hall 


CrarENcE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Colored Philadelphians of all Faiths 
@ Join in Tribute of Homage to Cardinal Dougherty 


Down on the corner of 16th and 
Fitzwater Streets, in the midst of a 
large section of Philadelphia’s col- 
ored population, stands a large, 
sturdy building which plays a prom- 
inent part in the social life of the 
Negro in the City of Brotherly 
Love. This building is the Elks’ 
Home. On its first floor is a fine 
auditorium, the Octavius V. Catto 
Hall, named after the leader of the 
Elks who established this Home. 

The local headquarters of a non- 
sectarian organization, the center 
for social gatherings, dances, ban- 
quets and meetings, Catto Hall 
would seem to be one of the least 
likely places in which one would ex- 
pect to see a Cardinal of the Cath- 
olic Church. Yet, it was in this 
very same Octavius V. Catto Hall 
that hundreds of Negroes did see 
and meet and shake hands with the 
Cardinal of Philadelphia. 

It was on the night of May 28 
that the Cardinal came to Catto 
Hall, and it happened in this way: 

His Eminence, Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty, was installed as head of 
the Philadelphia Archdiocese in 
1918, and since that time he has 
ruled wisely and justly in the in- 
terest of his whole flock. When 
complaints reached him that some 
of the parochial schools were dis- 
criminating against colored children, 
that some of these children had to 
travel a great distance in order to 
attend a Catholic school because 
schools nearer their homes refused 


to admit them, Cardinal Dougherty 
made the regulation that all Cath- 
clic parochial schools within the 
limits of his jurisdiction must ad- 
mit all Catholic children living 
within the parish boundaries, black 
as well as white, who apply for ad- 
mission. 

During his 22 years in Philadel- 
phia Cardinal Dougherty has been 
fair and square and just in his deal- 
ings with the colored people and 
has made sure that every Catholic 
church door in the Archdiocese re- 
mains open to them. Colored Phil- 
adelphians both Catholic and non- 
Catholic, realized this and appre- 
ciated it. So when it was announced 
that the Cardinal would celebrate 
his Golden Jubilee as a priest this 
year, leading Negroes thought this 
would be a splendid occasion to 
show publicly their respect for the 
Cardinal and their gratitude for 
what he has done. 

Taking the lead in this move- 
ment was the non-Catholic Penn- 
sylvania State Association of Elks, 
I.B.P.O.E. of W., of which Dr. 
Adolphus W. Anderson is the pres- 
ident. The Improved Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks of the 
World is a well-known Negro fra- 
ternal organization of national pro- 
portions. 

The Elks thought it would be 
most appropriate to give, in the 
name of the Negro Race, a special 
reception in honor of Cardinal 
Dougherty’s Jubilee. But such a 


. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


A BIG BOUQUET OF FLOWERS 


is presented to Cardinal Dougherty at the Reception by little Joseph Matthews and Jean 

Anderson, daughter of Dr. Adolphus Anderson, State President of the Elks, who is standing 

at the extreme left. The priest seated beside the Cardinal is Father Howard, the writer 
of this article 


reception would be meaningless and groes? There was only one sure 
its effect entirely lost if the Cardinal way of finding out — to invite him 
himself were not present. Would and see what would happen! 

the Cardinal of Philadelphia attend The Elk’s President, Dr. Ander- 
a gathering of non-Catholic Ne- son, accompanied by Dr. Charles 


INTENTIGNAL SECOND EXPOSURE 
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The Cardinal Came to Catto Hall 


CrLarENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Colored Philadelphians of all Faiths 
@ Join in Tribute of Homage tc Cardinal Dougherty 


Down on the corner of 16th and 
Fitzwater Streets, in the midst of a 
large section of Philadelphia’s col- 
ored population, stands a large, 
sturdy building which plays a prom- 
inent part in the social life of the 
Negro in the City of Brotherly 
Love. This building is the Elks’ 
Home. On its first floor is a fine 
auditorium, the Octavius V. Catto 
Hall, named after the leader of the 
Elks who established this Home. 

The local headquarters of a non- 
sectarian organization, the center 
for social gatherings, dances, ban- 
quets and meetings, Catto Hall 
would seem to be one of the least 
likely places in which one would ex- 
pect to see a Cardinal of the Cath- 
olic Church. Yet, it was in this 
very same Octavius V. Catto Hall 
that hundreds of Negroes did see 
and meet and shake hands with the 
Cardinal of Philadelphia. 

It was on the night of May 28 
that the Cardinal came to Catto 
Hall, and it happened in this way: 

His Eminence, Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty, was installed as head of 
the Philadelphia Archdiocese in 
1918, and since that time he has 
ruled wisely and justly in the in- 
terest of his whole flock. When 
complaints reached him that some 
of the parochial schools were dis- 
criminating against ‘colored children, 
that some of these children had to 
travel a great distance in order to 
attend a Catholic school because 
schools nearer their homes refused 


to admit them, Cardinal Dougherty 
made the regulation that all Cath- 
clic parochial schools within the 
limits of his jurisdiction must ad- 
mit all Catholic children living 
within the parish boundaries, black 
as well as white, who apply for ad- 
mission. 

During his 22 years in Philadel- 
phia Cardinal Dougherty has been 
fair and square and just in his deal- 
ings with the colored people and 
bas made sure that every Catholic 
church door in the Archdiocese re- 
mains open to them. Colored Phil- 
adelphians both Catholic and non- 
Catholic, realized this and appre- 
Gated it. So when it was announced 
that the Cardinal would celebrate 
his Golden Jubilee as a priest this 
year, leading Negroes thought this 
would be a splendid occasion to 
show publicly their respect for the 
Cardinal and their gratitude for 
what he has done. 

Taking the lead in this move- 
ment was the non-Catholic Penn- 
sylvania State Association of Elks, 
I.B.P.0.E. of W., of which Dr. 
Adolphus W. Anderson 1s the pres- 
ident. The Improved Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks of the 
World is a well-known Negro fra- 
ternal organization of national pro- 
portions. 

The Elks thought it would be 
most appropriate to give, in the 
name of the Negro Race, a special 
reception in honor of Cardinal 
Dougherty’s Jubilee. But such a 


A BIG BOUQUET OF FLOWERS 


is presented to Cardinal Dougherty at the Reception by little Joseph Matthews and Jean 
Anderson, daughter of Dr. Adolphus Anderson, State President of the Elks, who is standing 


at the extreme left. 


The priest seated beside the Cardinal is Father Howard, the writer 


of this article 


reception would be meaningless and 
its effect entirely lost if the Cardinal 


himself were not present. Would 
the Cardinal of Philadelphia attend 
a gathering of non-Catholic Ne- 


groes? There was only one sure 

way of finding out — to invite him 

and see what would happen! 
The Elk’s President, Dr. Ander- 


son, accompanied by Dr. Charles 
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Dorsey, presented the letter of in- 
vitation to Cardinal Dougherty in 
person (see page 163). The Car- 
dinal received them graciously and 
accepted the invitation without hesi- 
tation. He would be glad to come 
to whatever place they selected, and 
he would wish the reception to be 
such that he could personally meet 
and shake the hands of as many of 
the attending Negroes as possible. 
Back went Dr. Anderson and Dr. 
Dorsey with the good news. ‘The 
State Association of Elks set to work 
at once. Committees were formed, 
a program was arranged and contact 


was established with prominent men. 


and women of the Race within a 
radius of a few hundred miles. The 
Elks even sent to Chicago for a Ne- 
gro Catholic priest to be present 
and deliver an address before the 
Cardinal. They wanted to show 
their sincerity in every way possible. 

Selecting the Octavius V. Catto 
Hall as the place, the date was set 
for Tuesday evening, May 28, and 
invitations were sent out according- 
ly. 

The eventful night arrived and 
the Cardinal came to Catto Hall. 
Uniformed Elks were lined up to 
meet him. Ladies and gentlemen 
in evening attire stood on either side 
of the doorway and in the hall, 
forming a broad aisle down which 
His Eminence passed. Men and 
women outside and inside craned 
their necks to get a glimpse of the 
Cardinal as he was led by Dr. An- 
derson into the hall and up on the 
stage to his place at the banquet 
table. 

The band played, faces beamed 
happily, smilingly, while photogra- 
phers’ blubs flashed. What a grand 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


sight did Catto Hall present to the 
gaze of the Cardinal! Besides the 
bright scarlet of his own robes there 
were the variegated hues and tints 
of the rainbow reflected in the 
dresses of the ladies and children, 
in the uniforms of the men, in the 
bright flowers which adorned the 
tables. 

And the crowd! There were 
present white people as well as col- 
ored people. There were men and 
women and children, well-to-do as 
well as poorer ones, Catholics and 
non-Catholics. There were Cath- 
olic priests, Protestant ministers and 
a Jewish rabbi; public officials and 
private businessmen; doctors, law- 
yers, judges, musicians, teachers, 
newspaper reporters, artisans and 
just plain laborers. 

And the celebrities! There were 
Magistrate Edward W. Henry, who 
gave the welcome address; Judge 
William C. Hueston; Judge Clare 
G. Fenerty, who called the Catholic 
Church a leader in the fight aginst 
human slavery in America; J. Fin- 
ley Wilson, Grand Exalted Ruler 
of the Elks, who paid an eloquent 
tribute of praise to the Cardinal and 
promised to carry an appeal for co- 
operation with the work of the 
Catholic Church to every Elks’ 
Lodge under his jurisdiction. 

There were Assistant Director of 
Public Safety Herbert E. Millen, 
who lauded the Catholic Church be- 
cause of its practice of a true broth- 
erhood of man; Rev. John La- 
Farge, S.J., associate editor of 
America; Baroness Catherine de 
Hueck of the New York House of: 
Hospitality; Mrs. Ethel DePriest, 
a sister of Marian Anderson, who 
sang “The Lord’s Prayer”; Walter 
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F. White, Secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People; Colonel Vincent 
Carroll and many others. 

Then came the moment when 
Cardinal Dougherty himself ad- 
dressed the huge gathering and his 
voice was carried over loudspeakers 
to the crowds waiting outside unable 
to gain admittance. His Eminence 
responded to the many felicitations 
tendered him, responded in kindly 
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yet forceful and sincere words, bold 
with the boldness of the Catholic 
Church. 

“T have been to many parts of the 
world,” said the Cardinal, “and have 
experienced many things, but never 
have I experienced so elaborate, so 
touching a demonstration as the one 
at which I now have the pleasure 
to assist.” 

A little further on His Eminence 

(Continued on page 161) 


MISS CHARLOTTE WHITE WITH THE PICTURE OF THE CARDINAL 
which she painted and presented as a gift to His Eminence at the Reception. Surrounding 
the portrait are miniature scenes depicting various phases of Cardinal Dougherty’s life. 
Miss White is not a Catholic 
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WHO'S BLUFFING IN PINE BLUFF? 


JosepH Kempinskl, S.V. D. 


@ A Little History and Whatnot about a 
@ 51-year-old School which has a Complete 
@ High School Course now for first time 
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FIRST GRADUATES OF ST. PETER’S HIGH SCHOOL 
Pine Bluff, Ark., Vina Bray- (left) is a convert, and Mark Gale is the son of Catholic parents 


Did you ever hear of a school 
which graduated its first high school 
students after 51 years of its exist- 
ence? Well, of course, the idea 1s 
not that we are so tough that we ex- 
pect a student to stuff his head with 
sense and nonsense over such a long 
period of time before we consider 
him or her fit to graduate. No, the 
solution is much simpler. St. Peter’s 
School in Pine Bluff, Ark., had no 
high school department till Father 
Anthony Humel, S.V.D., had a 
chance to start one in 1936. May- 


be you would like to hear some- 
thing about this grand school of 
ours, west-ce pas? Well, here goes. 

Away back in the Eighties there 
existed any number of Protestant 
churches for Pine Bluff’s colored 
population, but there was’ no Cath- 
olic Church until a very determined 
priest, Father Lucey, got to town. 

Father Lucey came to the U.S.A. 
from the “Auld Sod” when yet 
quite a lad and served in the Con- 
federate Army before he began 
studying for the priesthood. After 
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he became a priest he began work- 
ing among the Colored people of 
Pine Bluff. 

The first building erected by 
Father Lucey in 1889, was a two- 
story frame building, housing both 
chapel and school and bearing the 
impressive name of “Colored In- 
dustrial Institute.” 

The enrollment 


reached 140. 
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The course was a very good one. 
In 1893 the Industrial- Institute re- 
ceived several prizes at the Colum- 
bian Exposition in Chicago. 

By 1896 the frame building 
proved too small so Father Lucey 
began the construction of a three- 
story brick building, which was ded- 
icated on Thanksgiving Day, 1897. 
The enrollment reached 235 and the 


AS IT LOOKED FIFTY-ONE YEARS AGO 
This first building of St. Peter’s School, then known as the Colored Industrial Institute, 
was built in 1889. Seven years later it proved too small for the increasing enrollment, so a 
large brick building was erected and is in use today 


The boys came as day scholars while 
the girls and young ladies were giv- 
en board and lodging for a nominal 
sum. As five of the seven men on 
the Board of Directors were non- 
Catholics there was no reason for 
misgivings on the part of non-Cath- 
olic parents concerning interference 
with the religious principles of their 
children, so many non-Catholic 
pupils attended the school. 


Sisters of Charity did a wonderful 
job in the teaching department. 
From 1897 to 1928 the Josephite 
Fathers looked after the spiritual 
needs of the Catholic converts and 
were in charge of the school. At 
sometime during this period the in- 
dustrial course was given up in favor 
of the elementary course with eight 
grammar grades. The highest en- 
rollment was nearly 400 pupils un- 
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der the Josephite Father Schaefer 
about 1921-22. 

In 1928 the Josephites withdrew 
and St. Peter’s Mission was put in 
charge of the Society of the Divine 
Word. The Blue Sisters of Techny, 
Illinois took over the teaching in 
the school. 


Father Bruno Drescher was the. 


first S.V. D. pastor, “reigning glo- 
riously” from 1928 to 1934. The 
year before he came the school was 
“down at its heels” as far as the en- 
rollment was concerned. Without 
inquiring much into the reason of 
this “Blitz-depletion,” Father Dre- 
scher went to work. He removed 
the magnificent but heavy roof of 
the school when an ominous crack 
appeared in the wall. This and a 


number of fine improvements cost 
considerable money, but they had to 


be made and Father made them. 

Under Father Drescher the en- 
rollment rose from a pitiful thirty 
to over a hundred pupils. 

In 1934 Father Drescher was ap- 
pointed to St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Chicago, Illinois, and Father An- 
thony Humel came to Pine Bluff. 


Father Humel first set to work 
renovating the church, making it 
the cleanest and neatest colored 
church in town. Then taking a deep 
breath and a half, he studied the 
width, depth and hidden recesses of 
his pocketbook, shook his head — 
and still went ahead! Obtaining 
the services of still another Blue 
Sister, Father Humel began the 
first year of high school in 1936. 
This involved a sizeable financial 
difficulty, but with the unfailing 
help of Father Edward Kramer, 
Director General of the Catholic 
Board for Mission Work Among 
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the Colored People, the problem 
was solved to a large extent and our 
grammar school graduates had the 
advantage of another four years of 
Catholic training. 

This year, May 29, St. Peter’s 
School felt unusually proud: after 
51 years of most interesting history 
it could present to the townsfolk of 
Pine Bluff its first two high school 
graduates: Vina Bray and Mark 
Gale, the former a convert and the 
latter a son of Catholic parents. 


Although there arose a formi- 
dable obstacle threatening to im- 
pede a come-back to its former full 
glory when the two local colored 
public high schools offered free 
books to their pupils, still St. Peter’s 
School has been able to hold its 
own. It enjoys a good reputation, 
which prompts many a parent to 
make the sacrifice of paying for 
books and moderate tuition so that 
a son or daughter can attend St. 
Peter’s. 

Father Humel did not see the 
fruit of his labors. Last year he 
was appointed to a mission in Can- 
ada. But he and Father Drescher 
will -be- remembered- here in Pine 
Bluff for a long time to come. 

As for myself, I have not done 
anything except to try and emulate 
the zeal and good strategy of these 
worthy predecessors. So, Pine 
Bluff can’t call my bluff, since, as 
far as I am concerned, there is 
“nothing to write home about” yet. 


® 
Do You Know That — 


The captain of one of Columbus’ ships, 
the Nina, was a Negro? 

The inventor of the alarm clock, Benjamin 
Banneker, was a Negro? 


HANDMAIDS OF THE LORD 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Youngest Teaching Order of Colored Sisters in U. S. 
@ Still Struggling but Happy 


HANDMAIDS OF THE MOST PURE HEART OF MARY 
These are some of the Sisters stationed at the Motherhouse in New York. They are, from 
left to right (seated): Sister Ursula, Rev. Mother Dorothy, the Mother General, and Sister 
Mitiam Cecilia; (standing): Sisters Francis Xavier, Mary Ann Therese, Dolores and Mary 
of the Presentation 


I stopped and looked up at Num- 
ber 8. Outwardly it was just like 
any one of the many other houses 
crowded together in that block of 
East 131st Street, Harlem, except 
for a sign on the door which read: 
“St. Mary’s Convent.” 

Going up to the door I rang the 
bell and was let in by Sister. 

“Good morning, Father; we are 
so glad to have you! Everything 
is ready for Mass. Just come this 
way to the chapel.” 

So, at last, another ambition was 
realized: I was saying Mass in the 
Motherhouse of the Handmaids of 


the Most Pure Heart of Mary. 
Pll venture to say that half of 
my Catholic readers and almost 
all of my non-Catholic readers do 
not known who these H.M.P.H.M. 
are (excuse the New Deal Alphabet 
technique, but it’s mighty conven- 
ient), so I am going to tell you. 
Back in 1916 Father Ignatius 
Lissner, $.M.A., Provincial of the 
African Mission Fathers, was hav- 
ing difficulty procuring Sisters to 
teach in the Mission schools of his 
Society in Georgia. At the sugges- 
tion of Bishop Benjamin Keily of 
Savannah he set about establishing 2 


154 


community of colored nuns to teach 
in the schools and to do social work 
among the people. 

Father Lissner obtained the help 
of Miss Elizabeth B. Williams, a 
colored woman who had been a 
member of the Congregation of 
Sisters of St. Francis in Convent, 
La., for 30 years until it was dis- 
banded in 1913, and who was now 
53 years old. Mother Theodore 
(Miss Williams’ name in religion), 
was placed in charge of a small 
number of young ladies in Savan- 
nah. 
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Under the direction of Monsignor 
Thomas O’Keefe, who now became 
their spiritual director, the Hand- 
maids opened St. Benedict’s Day 
Nursery in Harlem to care for chil- 
dren from one to six years of age 
whose parents were forced by cir- 
cumstances to work most of the day 
away from home. Today St. Bene- 
dict’s has seven Sisters and a lay 
teacher taking care of an average of 
about 80 children per day. 

To continue the training of the 
children begun in the Nursery the 
Handmaids, urged by the parents, 


SOME OF THE EIGHTY LITTLE TOTS 
‘whom the Sisters take care of every day at St. Benedict’s Day Nursery, New York City, 
while the parents are at work. Sister Consuella (center) is in charge 


The beginning was hard. Money 
was lacking and many a day did 
Mother Theodore have to beg food 
and other necessities of life for her 
small community of Handmaids of 
the Most Pure Heart of Mary. 

It became increasingly clear to 
Mother Theodore that the North 
would prove a more favorable loca- 
tion for the struggling community 
than the South. So in 1923, with 
the permission of their Bishop and 
at the invitation of Cardinal Hayes, 
the Sisters transferred their Moth- 
erhouse to New York City. 


opened a day school in St. Mary’s 
Convent, their Motherhouse. . This 
school goes to the third grade and 
has an enrollment of 65. 

Last year the Handmaids began 
teaching in St. Aloysius’ School, 
where the fourth and fifth grades 
were added to complement their 
own little convent school, giving 
them an additional 50 pupils. This 
means that the Sisters have charge 
of about 200 children. 

A Novitiate has been opened in 
Princess Bay, Staten Island, N. Y., 

(Continued on page 157) 


GRADUATES? OH YES! 


@ Who could rea- 
sonably object to 
these lads as clas- 
mates ? 


These neat, wide-a- 
wake and intelligent 
boys, part of a class of 
56 grammar school 
graduates of St. Eliza- 
beth’s School, Chi- 
cago, are only a few 
of the hundreds of 
earnest Negro boys 
and girls who grad- 
uated from Catholic 
schools this summer 
and who are anxious 
to continue their edu- 
cation in Catholic high schools and 
colleges this fall. 

Thanks be to the good God that 


more and more of our white Cath- 


The Spingarn Medal, given annually 
for the most distinguished achievement 
of a Negro, was presented to Dr. Louis 
T. Wright, for his achievement in sur- 
gery and medicine, particularly in the 
diagnosis and treatment of skull frac- 
tures. 

But as valuable as has been Dr. 
Wright’s contribution to the field of 
medicine and surgery, his most enduring 
and probably most important contribu- 


tion has been in the large field of public 
relations insofar as it concerns the 


health of the Negro population of 


SPINGARN MEDALIST 


America. The health of the colored 


olic high schools and colleges are 
opening their doors to these little 
brown-skinned pupils, thereby mak- 
ing available to them the benefits of 
a complete CATHOLIC education! 


population, as the health of the white 
population, depends to a large degree on 
adequate and proper hospitalization and 
the training and development of skillful 
and competent physicians and surgeons. 

Dr. Wright has never abandoned the 
fight for the admittance of Negro 
physicians and surgeons to the staff of 
federal, state and municipal hospitals, 
and the efforts for the attainment of 
this goal, which now may be observed 
in many cities, are due to the impetus 
which he has given by his stirring fight 
against racial discrimination in tax- 
supported institutions. 


LEGION OF MARY 


A unit of the Legion of Mary was 
formed within the student body.’ Inter- 
est in this line was aroused by a visiting 
apostle of the Legion of Mary. This 
unit, or praesidium, as it is called, will 
be practically joined to the Regina 
Apostolorum Mission Club, the students’ 
C.S.M.C. unit, and there will be no 
marked division between the two. 

On the day of initiation, May 11, 
1940, thirty active members and three 
auxiliary members were signed up. In- 
terest among the students in this new 
beginning was truly admirable. Their 
cooperation could readily be counted 
upon. 

Among their first activities, their full 
participation in the preparation for the 
Corpus Christi procession was sug- 
gested. They turned out wonderful and 
impressive work. We hope that they will 
continue to do so by letting their mis- 
sion club activities supplement their 
spiritual life as Legionaries of Mary. 


NEW NOVICE IN TECHNY 


St. Augustine’s is glad to call to mind 
its new novice in Techny. You remem- 
ber the report on the May graduation? 
Well, one of these graduates, Matthew 
Ashford of Lafayette, La., is at present 
already two months in his new life. He 
has begun a course of spiritual instruc- 


tions meant to fit him to be your priest. ’ 


Remember him in your prayers, for the 
Novitiate is a time of trial and of mo- 
mentous decisions. His own prayers 
may bring innumerable blessings and 
graces to you, if not now, then at some 
time in the future. May God bless and 
help our new novice. 


SEMINARY WITHOUT BOYS 


Vacation days are here and things 
sure are quiet! Why, during the school 
year, you go scarcely ten steps and you 
run into a smiling brown-faced youth; 
another passes you on the stairs; sev- 
eral bend over desks in the study-hall; 
the library draws a few, studious or 
otherwise ; and a number cluster around 
the radio, not to mention those actively 
participating in games outside, or those 
who seek the quieter and more restful 
precincts of the chapel. 


But now! You can traverse the 
campus in all directions, and no shouts 
of fun reach your ears. The radio with 
its eye-like dials, looks at you mourn- 
fully from a corner — silent. The stairs 
and corridors no longer resound with 
the hurried tramp of youthful feet. The 
library books, their backs turned to the 
casual observer, stand dusty and unread 
on the long shelves. Why? Because it’s 
vacation time and all the boys have left 
these memory-filling halls and paths. 
Quietness reigns! Oh, give me a school 
year with no vacations — oh, excuse me 
boys; it’s only in jest. 


RETREAT OF THE 
FATHERS 


On June 10, the 
priests’ retreat was held 
at St. Augustine’s Semi- 
nary. Many of the south- 
ern missionaries attend- 
ed. The exercises were 
scheduled to last the 
greater part of the week. 
Father Biskupek, one of 
our Techny Fathers, was 
the Retreat-Master this 
year and delivered the 
meditations and confer- 
ences to the assembled 
religious. These took 
place in the old dining 
room of the faculty. The 
seminarians’ dining room 
was used by the faculty, 
while the retreatants 
used the Fathers’ dining 
room for meals. Tables 
from the students’ refec- 
tory were appropriated 
for use. 

Five of the semina- 
rians were of service for 
the meals of the retreat- 
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ants; two were readers, the other three 
were waiters. The remaining semina- 
rians spent the week at Sunnybank, our 
summer cottage on the Bay. 

On Thursday evening, June 13, the 
renewal of vows took place. By Friday 
there was a general scattering to mis- 
sions, mission stations and churches in 
order to fulfill the pastoral duties of the 
coming Saturday and Sunday. Once 
again the Seminary grounds took on 
their accustomed summer appearance. 


LOURDES AT THE SEMINARY 


Yes, indeed, we now have our own 
Lourdes grotto at the Seminary. To the 
right of the chapel, as 
one approaches from the 
highway, steps lead down 
a grass covered slope to 
the new shrine of our 
Blessed Mother. There 
one sees an artistic re- 
production of the world- 
famous grotto of our 
Lady of Lourdes. 


Rising about twelve 
feet in air, the structure 
has a built-in niche to 
represent the well-known 
cave of Massabielle. 
There stands the statue, 
almost life-size, of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God, our Re- 
deemer and Saviour. It 
is painted white, a color 
which aptly fits the sim- 
plicity and purity of 
Mary. The grayish wall 
of the solid background 
sets the statue off won- 
derfully, and makes it 
clearly noticeable from a 
good distance. Below, 


Seminary kneeling on the sand, ber 


eyes fixed on the Virgin, is St. Berna- 
dette. 

A spring bubbles up below the niche 
and cascades downhill, pouring its wa- 
ters into five artificial basins. ‘The 
bottom-most basin empties into a lily- 
pond. Numerous artistic little figures 
are placed here and there to beautify 
the surroundings. This spot is already 
a great attraction and a pleasing sight to 
visitors, 


ANOTHER ASPIRANT 


Another aspirant has appeared to take 
his place in the still small Brothers’ 
community. This is Clarence Alexander, 
from Atlanta, Ga. There is yet room 
for many more to take their place beside 
him. At present the postulants number 
four, and the aspirants number two. 


HANDMAIDS OF THE LORD 
(Continued from page 154) 


where there are two Sisters and four 
novices. The postulancy lasts for 
six months and the novitiate for 
two years. 

The Handmaids of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary number at 
present 26 Sisters. Mother Dorothy, 
the present Mother General, says 
that besides the fact that the com- 
munity is practically unknown out- 
side of New York, one of the great- 
est drawbacks to the growth of the 
order is the fact that they have no 
high school or academy of their 
own, as do other orders, from which 
to draw prospective candidates. Not 
only lack of space, but most of all 
lack of financial means prevents 
them from starting such an acad- 
emy. 

The Sisters are still poor and 
struggling, but they are happy be- 
cause they still have unbounded 
hope, trust and confidence in the di- 
vine guidance and merciful protec- 
tion of the Lord whose Handmaids 
they are. 
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NEW S.V.D. SOUTHERN PROVINCE 


Until July 1, 1940, the Society 
of the Divine Word had only one 
territorial province covering the 
whole United States, Sacred Heart 
Province with headquarters at 
Techny, Ill. 

On July 1, by order of the Very 
Rev. Joseph Grendel, S.V. D., Su- 
perior General, this one province 
was divided into three separate 
provinces: the Western, with head- 
quarters at Techny, IIl.; the East- 
ern, with headquarters at Girard, 
Pa.; and the Southern, with head- 
quarters at Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

Due to the growth of the Society 
of the Divine Word in the United 
States alone from a few members 
in 1900 to over 400, including 150 


priests, at present, and to the rapid » 


spread of the mission work of the 
Divine Word Missionaries, especial- 
ly among the American Negroes, 
and also due to the great distances 
between the various S.V. D. mission 
establishments in the States, it is be- 
lieved that the erection of three 
provinces in the place of one will 
make for greater efficiency, concen- 
tration and development. 

The Southern Province is known 
as St. Augustine’s Province and em- 
braces the States of Virginia, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, North and 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. 

In the Southern Province there 
are 40 S.V.D. Fathers and 12 
Brothers, 1 seminary, 1 boarding 
school for girls, 14 mission stations 
with resident priests and 8 without 
resident priests. 


The Very Rev. Joseph Eckert, 
S.V.D., has been appointed Pro- 
vincial of the Southern Province., 

Father Provincial Eckert, who 
was born in 1884, has been a priest 


VERY REV. JOSEPH ECKERT, S.V.D. 


recently appointed Provincial of the newly 
erected Southern Province of the Society of 
the Divine Word 


for 31 years, 19 of which he has 
spent working among Chicago’s 
colored population. As pastor of 
old St. Monica’s, then of St. Eliza- 
beth’s, and finally of St. Anselm’s, 
Father has more than 3000 conver- 
sions to his credit. 

Known in Chicago as a rather 
energetic worker, Father Eckert 
now has a larger field for his zeal 
and energy. For the present he ~ 
will reside at St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

Ad multos annos! 


Tramp (to farmer’s wife): “Madam, 
would you give a poor hungry man some- 
thing to eat?” 


Farmer’s wife: “Why, yes. But, first can 
you saw that wood over there?” 


Tramp: “Madam, you have your tenses 
slightly mixed; you mean, can I sEE that 
wood over there?” 
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LIFE'S JOURNEY 


Maxine Wituiams, S.V. D. 


Two pals a journey started, 


A journey long and hard. 


The hope of one was thwarted, 


The other found the Lord. 
* 
The Journey’s prim’ry lap 


Found end within a wall. 


And John first gave the rap 


Which called the Abbot Saul. 


* 


They entered with a smile, 
And smiled for many days. 
But came in just a while, 


The parting of the ways. 


* 


Said John one day to Joe: 
“The rules are pretty tough, 
The life’s alright, but lo, 
I think I’ve had enough!” 


* 


So parted they that day 
And life began anew. 

Fach one had chose his way, 
And it he did pursue. 


Of course, John bought a home 
And took a wife as well. 


He wrote full many a tome, 


Full many a tome did sell. 


os / 


But Joseph stayed to plod, 
And in due time became 
Besides a priest of God, 
A Bishop of that name. 


* 


And John he sent his son 
To gain what he had lost. 
He would not be outdone 


Let be what may the cost! 


* 


And Junior did succeed 

To gain that goal so high 

In which God’s sheep he’d lead 
To homes beyond the sky. 


* 


Now God’s full blessings rained 
On good old Bishop Joe: 
For Junior he ordained, 


F’er death came here below. 


ES es ee 2 a ne eee 


— 


nes 
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When St. Joseph’s Mission 
Church was dedicated in Pearling- 
ton, Miss., the pastor, Father Vic- 
tor Boisvert, C.S.C., invited St. 
Augustine’s Seminary choir to sing 
for the occasion. 

After having sung for our reg- 
ular Sunday High Mass at the Sem- 
inary, we tumbled aboard our trusty 
old truck and streaked out westward 
from Bay St. Louis over 25 miles of 
flat Mississippi lowlands. 

With our truck motor purring as 
gently as a decrepit old porpoise 
suffering from asthma we finally 
stopped before a little white church 
with a high wire fence around it, 
giving it a good-sized churchyard. 
This little wooden structure, with a 
small wooden cross over the front 
door, was very neat and plain in 
appearance. 

Inside, the church was illumined 
by ten spacious windows. The nave 
was filled with wooden benches. 
The floor and walls were unpainted, 
except for the sanctuary, which was 
painted white. A trim liturgical 
altar was set between the two small 
windows of the back wall. The 
canopy above was hung with golden 
draperies. A statue of the Blessed 
Virgin stood at the left of the altar, 
and another of St. Joseph stood at 
the right. 

In and around the churchyard 
were groups of people who eyed us 
curiously. These were the white 
parishioners of Pearlington and the 
surrounding region, all present to 
witness the solemn blessing of the 
new church by their Bishop. 
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Seminarians Sing for Church Dedication 
ArtHur C. Winters, S.V. D. 


We learned that there is only 
ONE COLORED CATHOLIC 
in Pearlington. This one, a lady, 
is the start that the pastor, Father 
Boisvert, has towards winning the 
souls of Pearlington’s colored pop- 
ulation. But we can hope great 
things from a man of Father’s zeal 
and initiative, as several of the 
white parishioners told us later. 

In a few moments a band ap- 
peared, adding its music to the so- 
lemnity of the occasion. 

Soon the Bishop, Most Rev. 
Richard O. Gerow of Natchez, be- 
gan the blessing of the church. 
While His Excellency, followed by 
his attendants, circled the structure 
and sprinkled it with holy water, 
we sang the Miserere. 

Following the Bishop into the 
church, we chanted the Litany of 
All Saints. During several orations 
which followed this the new church 
was named in honor of the Patron 
of the Universal Church — St. 
Joseph. 

After a few other prayers and 
chants the doors were thrown open 
to the congregation without, and 
they came pouring into the church 
in surprising numbers. 

During the High Mass the dedi- 
catory sermon was. delivered by 
Rev. John M. Ryan, C.S.C. He 
told the people that they now had 
a Friend living in their midst. 
Their church, formerly merely an 
empty hall, now housed a Guest 
who would be always with them. 
Father urged the congregation to 
visit their Lord in His house often- 
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er, especially when they would have 
to pass His door. From then on 
esus was always with them. 

After the dedicatory High Mass, 
His Excellency spoke on the occa- 
sion of the dedication and congratu- 
lated the people on their new 
church. With these closing words 
the formal ceremony ended. With 
smiles of joy and satisfaction on 
their faces the people went forth 
from their newly blessed edifice. 
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our truck. After a brief delay, we 
were once again on our way over the 
countryside to the Seminary. But 
we left behind us a church, a new 
House of God on earth, at whose 
dedication we had been privileged 


to assist. 
& 


THE CARDINAL CAME 
CATTO HALL 
(Continued from page 149) 


TO 


ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 


a new house of worship for the colored people of Pearlington, Mississippi. Rev. Victor 
Boisvert, C.S.C., is the pastor 


Out on the church grounds they 
were met by a concert of music from 
the band. For about a half-hour 
the musicians delighted the audience 
with lively marches and _ songs, 
among them, “God bless America.” 


Later the band, the visiting 
ushers, and the choir (that was us) 
took part in a buffet luncheon at the 
rectory. So well did the sandwiches 
and coffee mix with our conversa- 
tions that it was a good hour before 
we arose from the benches to find 


continued: “It has been well said 
here tonight that distinction in color 
was not recognized by Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. When 
He said: ‘Preach the Gospel!’ To 
whom? Jew? Greek? To every- 
body, and that’s what we must do, 
preach to all without distinction of 
race or color.” 

After referring to St. Peter 
Claver, the Apostle of the Negroes, 
and Mother Katherine Drexel, 

(Continued on. page 168) 
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AUGUST’S SAINTS 


Aug. 15 — 
The Assumption 


This is one of the 
greatest of Mary’s 
feastdays, for on it 
we commemorate 
not only her death 
but also her glori- 
ous Assumption and 
Coronation in heav- 
en. Catholics be- 
lieve that Mary was 
taken up bodily in- 
to heaven after she 
had died a most 
peaceful and pain- 
less death. There 
the Holy Trinity 
crowned her as 
Queen of Heaven. 
As loving children 


of Mary we should 
rejoice today and 
honor our sweet 
Mother by assisting at holy Mass, 
receiving Holy Communion and 
saying our rosary devoutly. 


Aug. 16 — St. Joachim 

This saint so humble yet so high 
in heaven was the earthly father of 
our Blessed Mother Mary. It is 
said that he gave one-third of his 
income to the poor, one-third to Re- 
ligion, and the remaining one-third 
for his family’s maintenance. Of 
course, his greatest gift was the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Pray that 
all fathers may imitate St. Joachim 
in his love for God and children. 


Aug. 19 — St. John Eudes 

This great saint founded two re- 
ligious orders: the Priests of Jesus 
and Mary, generally known as 


QO Mary, who was taken up into 

Heaven with body and soul and who 

now reigns with thy Son, pray for 
thy children 


E udists and the 
Daughters of our 
Lady of Charity, 
generally called 
Good Shepherd 
nuns. Pray that the 
work of these two 
congregations may 
be successful. 


Aug. 24 — 
St. Bartholomew 


He was one of 
the 12 Apostles 
chosen by Christ. 
The distant lands 
of Arabia and In- 
dia are considered 
to have been the 
places of his apos- 
tolic work. It is 
said that having 
been skinned alive, 
he was finally be- 
headed. How much toil, and suf- 
fering did the apostles endure for 
love of Jesus and how little we do 
without complaining and murmur- 
ing. Pray for all tepid Catholics. 


Aug. 28 — St. Augustine 

This great saint of Africa is a 
striking example of the power of 
prayer. For 33 years he lived a 
life of base sinfulness. His mother, 
St. Monica never ceased imploring 
God to give her son the grace of 
conversion, and the God of mercy 
and love answered her prayer in a 
manner far beyond any of her fond- 
est expectations. Augustine not only 
was converted, but became a priest 
and bishop, and is one of the great- 
est Fathers, Doctors and Saints of 
the Catholic Church. 


LETTER OF INVITATION FROM THE ELKS 


TO CARDINAL DOUGHERTY 


(On page 146 ff. there is an account of the Reception which the Elks tendered 


to Cardinal Dougherty 


of Philadelphia on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee 


celebration. Following is a copy of the letter given to the Cardinal by Dr. Anderson, 
State President of the Pennsylvania Elks.) 


Philadelphia, Penna. 
April 19, 1940 


Most Rev. Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
225 N. 18th St., Phila., Pa. 


Your Eminence: 

Because it is evident that little or 
nothing has ever been done in the past 
by the Negro Race toward public recog- 
nition or personal appreciation of Your 
Eminence’s initial work and interest in 
the Negro People without ostentation 
or self-praise, the occasion of your 
GOLDEN JUBILEE Anniversary of 
Ordination to the Priesthood reminds 
us of our laxity in this respect. We now 
affirm that you are the first known 
leader, Catholic or otherwise, to have 
opened all Diocesan Churches and 
Schools including Colleges for the Cath- 
olic Worship and Education of our 
People, which we heartily commend, 
and do thank you for this Catholic 
Action, too. 

The Elks organization, of which I am 
Pennsylvania’s State President, repre- 
senting a cross section of the Negro 
Race, feels that through its State mem- 
bership and friends, that they shall be 
greatly honored if permitted to bring to 
the attention of every sphere of Negro 
Life the incomparable service rendered 
by you, as a renowned Prelate and 
Christian Leader of all peoples, irre- 
spective of race, color, creed or station 
in life. 

We, therefore, humbly beg the 
esteemed privilege of tendering your 
Eminence a testimonial reception in 
Philadelphia whereby thousands of 
Negroes may gather to honor you in an 
effective manner: even though they 
never before perceived this distinction 
jn your outstanding achievements. Since 


our Elks are organized on principles of 
charity, justice, and brotherly love, 
placing great stress on charity, and 
whereas the Catholic Church is the 
greatest Charitable Institution today in 
the world, secular and religious, it be- 
comes our public duty to show due re- 
spect to the Catholic Church, its ideals, 
tenets and precepts, through and in your 
fine leadership at this particular cele- 
bration. 

AGAIN, we respectfully petition 
your Eminence to assure us of your 
presence at a suitable Hall to be pro- 
vided for the Testimonial reception in 
your honor on Tuesday, May 28, 1940, 
between the hours 8:00 and 10:00 P.M. 
We thank your Eminence for this ex- 
ceptional audience, and your Fatherly 
Blessing upon all our Negro People, and 
pray your sanction and fruition of our 
plans, in which we hope mutual under- 
standing and good will among all Chris- 
tian Peoples will develop. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed) Dr. Adolphus W. Anderson 


Dr. Adolphus W. Anderson 
State Pres. Elks 
2004 Pemberton Street, Phila. 


Accompanied by: 

(Signed) Dr. Charles Dorsey 
Dr. Charles Dorsey 

19th & Christian Sts., Phila. 


a 


OBITUARIES 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought 
to pray for the dead....” — (2 Mac. 12:46) 

Your prayers are kindly asked for the repose 
of the souls of the following: 

Mabel Hoard, who died in Chicago, IIL, 
April 20, 1940. 

Mrs. Blanche Lilly, who died in Lafayette, 
La., May 19, 1940. 

May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 


Large Class Confirmed 


Lafayette, La. — 188 persons were 
confirmed here at the end of the school 
year in the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church by Most Rev. Jules B. Jean- 
mard, D.D., Bishop of Lafayette. The 
class consisted of both children and 
adults. 

This parish is only six years old, but 
is making splendid progress under the 
direction of our three colored priests. 
There are more than 2300 Catholics 
within the parish limits. Father Anthony 
Bourges, the pastor, has two able as- 
sistants in the persons of Fathers Fran- 
cis Wells and Leo Woods. 


Forced to Build 


Jackson, Miss. — Due to the large 
number of students and also to the 
State requirements Father Francis X. 
Baltes is forced to build a new high 
school, even though he doesn’t yet know 
just how, where, why or when the bill 
will be paid. But Father has confidence 
that, with the help of the loyal friends 
of the Colored Missions, the bill zl be 
paid, and so he has started the con- 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


struction of a modest but necessary 
building. What else was he to do, with 
his Holy Ghost School having an en- 
rollment of 400 and graduating 26 from 
grammar school and 12 from _ high 
school this year? 

“Time marches on,” and so does 
Progress, and so do our missions and 
our schools and our BILLS! 


Mission in a Mission 


Father Walter Bowman, who ordi- 
narily leads a rather peaceful existence 
down in Louisiana somewhere between 
the cane fields of Lafayette and the rice 
fields of Rayne, stepped out of his role 
of first assistant in St. Benedict’s Mis- 
sion in Duson and went over to St. 
Peter’s Mission Chapel in Julien Hill 
near Baldwin, La., where he preached 
a rousing two-weeks’ mission. As it 
was the month of May, the mission 
ended with the crowning of the Blessed 
Virgin’s statue. 


Tramping Days Are Over 


At least for a while, the “tramping” 
days of a certain Rev. Vincent A. 


STRICTLY STAG 
\ is the boy’s school of Im- 
- maculate Heart of Mary 
parish in Lafayette, La. 
| Nevertheless, these 150 stal- 
wart youngsters are ably 
kept in check by four no 
less stalwart Sisters of the 
Holy Family. The girls at- 
tend the nearby Holy Ros- 
ary Institute, conducted by 
the same order of Sisters. 
In the back center is Fa- 
ther Bourges, the pastor, 
with his two assistants, Fr. 
Wells (rt.) and Fr. Woods 
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EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES OF ST. NICHOLAS’ SCHOOL, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Father Charles Reinelt, S.V.D., presents for your approval his 1940 graduates together 
with all the trimmings — flag-bearers, flower-girls, and all! St. Nicholas’ School is staffed 

by Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 


Smith, S.V.D., have come to an end. 


For the last eighteen months Father 
Smith has been tramping up and down 
this fair land of ours, giving retreats 
here, preaching missions there, and 


talking everywhere. Now word comes 
to us that he has been assigned as as- 
sistant to Father Bruno Drescher at St. 
Elizabeth’s Church, Chicago, Ill. 

This is very pleasing news, not only 
because Father Smith is well liked in 
Chicago, as is the case wherever he goes, 
but especially because Father is the first 
Negro priest to be assigned to pastoral 
duties in Chicago since the turn of the 
present Twentieth Century. 

Father Augustus Tolton, who died in 
1897, was the first Negro priest in 
Chicago. He built old St. Monica’s 
Church whose congregation was later 
transferred to St. Elizabeth’s. And so 
Father Smith’s appointment has set a 
second colored priest to work among 
people some of whom still remember 
when Chicago’s first colored priest was 
their pastor. 


THANKS 


To Our Lady of Perpetual Help for prayer 
so quickly answered. N.N., Freeport, Minn. 


St. Anselm’s New Pastor 


Chicago, Ill. — Father Gerard Heffels, 
S.V.D., of Sacred Heart College, Girard, 
Pa., has been appointed pastor of St. An- 
selm’s Church here following the recent ap- 
pointment of the former pastor, Father Jos- 
eph Eckert, as Provincial of the Southern 
Province. 

Father Heffels served as Rector of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary in Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
from 1929 to 1934, after which he was as- 
signed as professor to the S.V.D. College 
in Girard, Pa., where he remained until his 
present appointment. 


Being Initiated 


Pine Bluff, Ark. — Father Lawrence Du- 
dink, .S.V. D.., 
and who has just completed his theological 
studies at St. Mary’s Seminary, Techny, IIl., 
has been assigned to the Faculty of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

Until classes begin in September Father 
Dudink will help Father Kempinski at St. 
Peter’s mission in Pine. Bluff, and..thus be 
gently initiated into the work of the: Colored 
Missions. _ ; 


who was ordained last year 


re a SPIO LE ee ee 


eee 


Dear Boys and Girls: 


I wonder how your vacation is coming along? 
I guess it is getting kind of tiresome now, 
isn't it? 

You know, a vacation is O.K. to get you 
rested up and to keep you outdoors in the 
sunshine and air for a long time. But after a 
couple of months away from school you sort of 
begin to miss the other boys and girls, and 
Sister, too. Your little brain, feeling fine and 
refreshed, is just itching to tackle a few arith- 
metic problems. 

Well, don’t worry. School will open again 
next month, and then you will get a chance 
to see Father and Sister and a hundred little 
bright and smiling faces once again. 

Right now is the time to make up your mind 
that you are not going to fail this year in 
anything: not in reading, not in history, not in 
spelling, not in arithmetic, and surely not in 
Catechism. What about trying for 90 in every- 
thing? or even 95? or maybe 100? I'll bet you 
can do it if you try. And that will be fun, too, 
trying to get higher marks than anybody else! 

Well, next time you write to me, let me know 
what kind of marks you are getting. I want 
to enjoy some of your fun, too. 

Cheerio till next time! And now take a look 
at some of the letters I got during vacation. 

* 
LETTERS 


Dear Father Howard: 

I have been neglecting to write to you. Most 
of the time I was busy with school work. 

I graduated from the 7th grade on May 19th, 
and received a rosary for the highest average. 
There were 26 of us in the class. 

We are going to build a new church here 
now. and we have two new priests: Father 
Long and Father Rogers, both from Opelousas. 

I read the last issue of ST. AUGUSTINE'S 
MESSENGER. Sincerely yours, 

Verlie Perry, 7th Grade 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 


CHILDRENS 


Congratulations, Verlie, on your graduation! 
And now you are about to enter high school. 
(Note: Elementary schools in Louisiana have 
only 7 grades.) My, but I'm proud of you! and 
especially since you won a prize for the highest 
average. KEEP IT UP! And meanwhile, give 
my best regards to Fathers Long and Rogers 
and tell them that the editor and all the readers 
of ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER wish them 
success in building a new church. 


Dear Father Howard: 


I am so sorry I couldn’t write before now. 
Father, you know why? Because I had to go 
on my vacation. I went in June and came back 
in July. I had a nice time. 


Father, I got promoted to the 4th grade. I 
sure was glad. Our Dear Lord surely has been 
helping me a lot. I thought I was going to stay 
in the same grade: I was sick for four months 
last year, but I had a chance to catch up again. 


Father, I will always pray for you and the 
Colored Missions. I hope you understand my 
writing. From your friend, 


Elizabeth St. Julian, 4th Grade 
Liberty, Texas 


Well, Elizabeth, I'm certainly glad you had a 
nice vacation; and as for your not having 
written to me earlier, don’t worry about that. 
Whenever you have to choose between taking 
a vacation or writing a letter to me, take the 
vacation every time. Thanks for your prayers 
for me, but don’t forget to say an extra one to 
thank the dear Lord for making you well again 
and letting you pass in school. 


Dear Father Howard: 


Let me tell you of our First Communion here 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Everyone 
dressed in white. Each girl wore a white veil 
and wreath. Six girls and myself were the 
angels who led the children to the Altar and 


back to their seats. The church was beautifully 
decorated with Easter lilies and roses. 

Rev. Father Bourges, S.V.D., our pastor, said 
the Mass and gave Holy Communion. Sister 
Michael-Marie played the organ. Many people 
said it was the most beautiful First Communion 
they ever saw. 

I wish I could tell you about a little hum- 
ming bird that comes to eat from the flowers in 
our yard every day, but I'm afraid it will make 
my letter too long. Very truly. your little friend, 


Rose Marie Chretien, 3rd Grade 
Lafayette, Louisiana 


Rose, it certainly made me feel proud to re- 
ceive a three-page letter written by you. So 
you were one of the angels for the First Com- 
munion? That was surely a privilege, and I 
know it made you feel you would like to be an 
angel every day, didn't it? Well, you can be 
like an angel every day if you will always 
just keep your little soul clean and white and 
love the good God more than anyone else. 
When you write again tell me some more 
cbout that humming bird. 


Dear Father Howard: 

Congratulations! You have greatly improved 
the MESSENGER. I am greatly interested in 
the CHILDREN’S CORNER. I really enjoy read- 
ing letters from the other children. 

I am spending a nice vacation. 

Enclosed is an original poem I wrote. It is 
my first trial. It is dedicated to my Uncle, 
Father George Carmen Chachere, S.V.D.. who 
died a year ago the 15th of August. Sincerely 


yours, 


Hartwell Chachere, 8th Grade 
Opelousas, Louisiana 


CATHOLIC 
CUB SCOUTS 


of St. Charles’ School 
in the Philippine Is- 
lands. One of the 
boys, Nick Deen, 
wrote a letter, which 
we published in the 
“Messenger” a few 
months ago, asking 
for books for their li- 
brary. With the aid 
of a kind friend in 
Illinois and another 
in Louisiana, we have 
been able to send two 
boxes of books to 
these Filipino boys. 
Thanks to these 
friends, both from 
them and from us 
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IN MEMORY OF UNCLE CARMEN 


On August the fifteenth in ‘39 

For me there has been no sadder time. 

Early that morn. 

‘Twas nearly dawn; 

Our door was locked 

But somebody knocked 

And the whole family, four. 

Came nervously to the door 

And saw Grandpa, who could hardly say 

That Uncle Carmen had passed away! 

Even tho’ I tried and tried, 

I could not stop, but cried and cried. 

And then a thought just came to me: 

“There’s none so blind as who won't see 

That God is just. 

And die we must!” 

It wasn’t because Uncle was old and gray. 

For he was young and hardly started on 
Life’s Way. 

There is only one reason: 

That to God it was pleasing 

To take him from this humble home 

And place him near the Heav'nly Throne. 


What a good little Catholic boy you must be, 
Hartwell, to have such inspiring thoughts 
about your uncle’s death! Surely he must be 
watching over you from Heaven and praying 
for you and the rest of the family. Your first 
trial at writing a poem was a noble one. Try 
again and write again. 


* 


And now, while it is still vacation-time, say 
some extra prayers for the Colored Mission 
Schools, and add an extra one for me also. — 
FATHER HOWARD, S.V.D., TECHNY, ILL. 
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NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 


Held at St. Augustine's Seminary — September 1-9 


Intention: The spiritual and temporal welfare of our country 


Dear Friends: 

No one is surprised that a flood should be 
destructive, or that fire should do untold harm, 
or that a wind storm should turn a place 
topsy-turvy; yet we know that water, fire, 
wind, have been and are very useful to man. 
The reason we are not surprised whenever any 
of the above mentioned calamities takes place, 
is that we know they can and will take place 
only when either the water or fire is not under 
control. 

The founders of our Republic, in establishing 
our Union did so for the purpose of securing 
for the inhabitants the inalienable rights of 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. These 


rights — like fire, water and wind — must be 
kept within their proper bounds. It is quite 
useless to sing “God Bless America,” if we 
will not do our share by endeavoring to merit 
that blessing. 

Disregard of the correct norms of preserving 
health will by no means give us health. So 
too, disregard or carelessness as regards the 
correct norms of morality will not secure for 
us the well-wished for blessings of a happy 
people in a happy land. Hence it remains true 
that only by making good use of our inalien- 
able rights can we expect our Republic to be 
blessed with temporal as well as _ spiritual 
benefits. 


Join us in this Novena. Pray together with us during these nine 
days. Send in your intentions and they will be included in the prayers 
of the Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers and Students. 


Mail your intentions to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
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THE CARDINAL CAME TO 
CATTO HALL 
(Continued from page 161) 


foundress of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, as exemplifying 
the Catholic Church in action as 
well as in teaching, Cardinal Dough- 
erty unequivocally stated: 


“Any Catholic who despises any- 
one for any reason, particularly on 
such baseless foundation as race or 
color, is not a loyal Catholic, is a 
renegade to his Faith and a scandal 
to fellow-members of his Church. 

“T feel it an honor to help any 
race and especially one in such need 
as yours. Hence, I beg to say, as 
long as the Lord gives me health 
and strength, I shall consider it a 
pleasure to help your Race.” 

In closing the Cardinal said: “It 
is a sad thing to know that of the 
large population of colored people 
in the United States — a calculated 
13,000,000 — fifty per cent belong 
to no denomination. ... 


“The doors of the Catholic 


Church will never be closed to any- 
one because of his color, and I want 
you to know that we’ll always be 
willing whenever you need our 
help.” 

This speech was greeted with sus- 
tained applause. Then came the 
climax of the evening when the mas- 
ter-of-ceremonies announced that 
the Cardinal would like to shake 
hands with as many as possible be- 
fore leaving. In a few minutes a 
long line of those present was 
streaming across the stage, each 
grasping the proffered hand warm- 
ly, with reverence, with gratitude. 
And this kept up until His Emi- 
nence, exhausted, retired after hav- 
ing spent two hours at this unique 
reception of the Negro Race. 

So the Cardinal came to Catto 
Hall — and went away again. But 
the memory of his coming will al- 
ways remain in that noble building 
down on 16th and Fitzwater Streets, 
just as the memory of his kindness 
and love will always remain in the 
hearts of a grateful people. 


Do you feel a desire 
to devote yourself to Cod 


As a Religious “Brother Y 


@ Do you have a longing to live closer to God and use your talents in His 
Service alone, working and praying for the success of the Colored Missions? 
The Society of the Divine Word will be glad to accept you as a member and 
Brother if you have the necessary qualifications. Just write to 

THE REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine's Seminary BAY ST. Louis, MISSISSIPP! 


HERE'S SOMETHING GOOD! 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 


A Snappy Little Catholic Magazine 


Giving you the News and Views of the Negro Apostolate and mailed to 
you monthly except July for only $1.00 a year. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


WE’RE MOVING IN 
Thanks to the Help of our Friends 


We have been able to complete the new building which will house our 
dining-rooms, kitchen and laundry 


OF COURSE 


all the bills are not yet paid and some equipment must yet be bought, but we 
depend on the continued charity of our friends. All donations gratefully 
accepted. Address: 

THE BUILDING FUND 
St. Augustine's Semimary BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 
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Editorial: ALL FOR A CROWN 


We were present recently as a 
guest at an annual track and field 
meet sponsored by the Flanner 
House in Indianapolis, Ind. We 
witnessed swift running, fleet sprint- 
ing, and excellent jumping. 

But what attracted our attention 
most was the fact that, though both 
white and colored 
boys and young 
men participated in 
the meet on an 
equal footing, 
everything went 
along as smoothly 
and as harmonious- 
ly as if all the con- 
testants had been 
colored or all had 
been white, and 
perhaps more so. 

Such a spectacle 
should not be in 
the least surprising, you might 
opine. True; but when you have 
seen as much unfair segregation and 
downright injustice as we have and 
when you have heard as much 
mouthing of a mythical racial infe- 
riority and backwardness and as 
much blabbering of the supposed 
impossibility of the two racial groups 


Seminary. 


NOTICE! 


Our new address is 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 


Due to the establishment of our new 
Southern Province we are moving 
our Editorial Office to St. Augustine’s 


Kindly address all mail hereafter 


THE EDITOR 
St. Augustine’s Messenger 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 


participating in any public affair on 
an equal footing without result- 
ing friction — we say, if you have 
seen and heard as much of this as we 
have, you will not wonder that we 
wondered when we saw the very 
antithesis of all this, and in Southern 
Indiana, to boot! 

We have heard 
a white broad 
jumper say “Good 
work!” and give 
an appreciative pat- 
on-the-back to a 
colored athlete who 
had made a much 
better jump. We 
have seen a Ne- 
gro boxer knock a 
white boxer down 
and vice versa, and 
yet they got up, 
still friendly op- 
ponents, and no race riots resulted. 

Now, if colored and white may 
run together and jump together and 
box together, why is it that there 
are schools where they may not 
learn together and churches where 
they may not worship together? Is 
it because athletic sports follow 

(Continued on page 174) 
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MAY PROCESSION ON THE “SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK” 
Under the guidance of Sisters of their Race these little ones march through the streets of 
Harlem in honor of the Blessed Mother 


THE HARLEM APOSTOLATE 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V. D. 


@ Catholic Activity Among the Colored 
@ In America’s Most Densely Populated District 


New York City has close to 350,- 
000 Negroes, and most of these 
live in the section known as Har- 
lem. There are more Negroes 
squeezed together in a Harlem 
square mile than in any other 
square mile of land anywhere in 
the world. 

In the midst of these thousands 
of Harlemites an amazing Catholic 
activity is being carried on. 

Over on West 138th Street is St. 
Mark’s Church in charge of the Fa- 
thers of the Holy Ghost. 1,300 
colored Catholics live within the 
limits of this parish. 

Last year the number of converts 
gained by St. Mark’s amounted to 
122. Another class of 81 converts 


received Baptism on May 5 of this 
year. On the following Sunday, 
May 12, 280 children and adults 
were confirmed. 

Of the 370 children attending 
the grade school 90% are Catholic. 
This is a higher percentage than 
most colored Catholic schools have. 
St. Mark’s School is conducted by 
six Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, 
assisted by two lay teachers. The 
graduates this year numbered 34. 

St. Mark’s began as a colored par- 
ish in 1912, twenty-eight years ago. 
Rev. William P. Murray, C.S.Sp., 
the pastor, is assisted by Fathers 
Charles P. Connors, C.S.Sp.; Ed- 
mund R. Supple, C.S.Sp.; and John 
J. Walsh, C.S.Sp. 
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Three .blocks north and two 
blocks west of St. Mark’s is the 
Church of St. Charles Borromeo, 
located on West 141st Street. Here 
seven years ago, in 1933, Very Rev. 
Monsignor William R. McCann, 
then Father McCann, with the as- 
sistance of his brother, Father Wal- 
ter L. McCann, and Father Joseph 
M. Walsh, began missionary work 
among the colored people of Har- 
lem. 


Up to the present this work has 
brought over 2,000 converts into the 
Catholic Church in this one parish 
alone. At least 50% of these con- 
verts previously had no religious af- 
filiation whatever. Of the remain- 
der, the greater proportion had been 
Baptists, while a smaller percentage 
had been Methodists or had belong- 
ed to some other religious denom- 
ination. 


In the last convert class 120 
adults and 70 children were bap- 
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tized. The Fathers in charge of St. 
Charles’ conduct three such convert 
classes each year. 

On June 9, 1940, a class of 380, 
including 80 children, received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from 
the hands of Most Rev. Stephen J. 
Donahue, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
of New York. 


To help integrate these converts 
into Catholic life the Fathers in 
charge of St. Charles’ have organ- 
ized a Holy Name Society for the 
men, a Rosary Society and League 
of the Sacred Heart for the women, 
Senior and Junior Christodian Clubs 
for older and younger boys and 
girls, and a Catholic Boys’ Club for 
the athletic-minded. 

St. Charles’ School has an enroil- 
ment of 312 pupils taught by 8 Sis- 
ters of the Blessed Sacrament. 80% 
of the pupils are Catholic. There 
were 27 graduates from the school 
this year. 


ST. MARK’S — IN THE HEART OF HARLEM 


The Holy Ghost Fathers are in charge. 


From left to right: rectory, church, parish hall, 


convent and school 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO’S CHURCH 
The work of the Negro Apostolate was be- 
gun here in 1933. At the right is the rectory. 

The school is located behind the church 


In 1936 St. Aloysius’ Church on 
West 132nd Street was turned over 
to Monsignor McCann for the work 
of the Negro Apostolate. At pres- 
ent St. Aloysius’ has 1,000 Negro 
Catholics, two-thirds of whom are 
converts to the Faith. Again, about 
half of these had no formal religion 
before coming into the Catholic 
Church. 

The last Baptism class numbered 
66 adults and 34 children. 218 
were confirmed in June of this 
year. Instruction classes for con- 
verts are formed three times each 
year. 


Because of lack of space, St. 
Aloysius’ School goes only as high 
as the fifth grade. The Handmaids 
of the Most Pure Heart of Mary, 
the third order of colored Sisters in 
the United States, teach the first 
three grades in their convent school; 
the fourth and fifth grades are con- 
ducted in improvised classrooms in 
the lower part of St. Aloysius’ Rec- 
tory. Of the 115 children in school 
about 25% are non-Catholic. Five 
Sisters are engaged in teaching. 


With the help of Archbishop 
Spellman of New York a new and 
up-to-date school building is being 
erected next to the rectory. This will 
allow for the continuation and ex- 
pansion of the present work of the 
school. 


Besides Monsignor McCann and 
Fathers Walsh and McCann, there 
are four other diocesan priests en- 
gaged in the missionary work among 
the colored in these two parishes. 
They are: Fathers Owen J. Scan- 
lon, Bernard F. Russell, Francis J. 
Dohman and Lawrence J. Cahill. 


In the convert classes which these 
zealous priests are at present con- 
ducting there are almost 300 pro- 
spective converts. 

Performing another important 
service for the physical and moral 
well-being of the children of Har- 
lem, the Handmaids of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary conduct St. 
Benedict’s Day Nursery at 27 West 
132nd Street. Here parents, both 
Catholic and non-Catholic, who are 
forced by circumstances to work 
away from home most of the day, 
may leave their little ones in per- 
fect safety, knowing that they will 
have the best of care from the Sis- 
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ters who are devoting their lives to 
this work. An average of 80 chil- 
dren, ranging in age from a few 
months to six years, are left with the 
Sisters each day. Seven Sisters with 
the aid of a lay nurse look after the 
needs of these little ones. 


Just a few blocks away, but on 
the East Side, is St. Mary’s Con- 
vent, the Mbotherhouse of the 
Handmaids of the Most Pure 
Heart of Mary. The community 
numbers twenty-six Sisters. 


Down at 34 West 135th Street 
the valiant Baroness Catherine de 
Hueck, with a small band of volun- 
teer helpers, is striving to translate 
into action the New Commandment 
of Christ: “Love ye one another!” 


Wanting to be poor among the 
poor, the Baroness has gone down 
into the heart of Harlem to live 
among the neglected and forsaken, 
giving a shining example in her life 
of the. Truth and Power of the 
Catholic Faith. 


A little store bears the title 
“Friendship House” painted on the 
front window. Inside is a homelike 
reading-room, flanked by shelves of 
very readable books. Any one of ev- 
en the very poorest Negroes passing 
along 135th Street may stop in and 
read one of these books, or even 
take it home with him. 

Two stores across the street have 
been converted into recreation cen- 
ters for the youngsters. A third one 
is partially filled with old, cast-off 
clothing and shoes. Here a little girl 
may replace her ragged dress with 
a better one, a little boy may ex- 
change his already-too-many-times- 
patched pants for a more substantial 
pair, a poor mother may get a bet- 
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ter coat to protect her from the win- 
try winds, an elderly man may ob- 
tain a pair of second-hand shoes 
with real soles which actually keep 
his feet off the ground, and all this 
free! 

The Baroness and her helpers al- 
so manage to feed many people ev- 
ery day. Most days the ration is 
only soup, but then, even soup has a 
way of stopping hunger. 

In this way the Faith is being 
spread, though ever so little, among 
the great masses of colored Harlem- 


ST. ALOYSIUS’ CHURCH 
This was given over to the colored work in 
1936. A new school building is at present 
under way, and will be staffed by the Hand- 
maids of the Most Pure Heart of Mary 
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A FRIENDLY SPOT IN A CALLOUSED CITY 
*Mid the din and bustle of 135th Street the Baroness de Hueck has established a quiet retreat 
of friendship under the patronage of Blessed Martin de Porres 


FIVE SEMINARIANS 


Pronounce Perpetual Vows 


Besides St. Mark’s, St. Charles’ 
and St. Aloysius’, the three Harlem 
churches devoted especially to the 
conversion of the Negro, there are 
also several other churches in New 
York whose congregations include 
large numbers of colored Catholics. 
Chief among these are: the Church 
of St. Thomas the Apostle and 
Resurrection Church in Manhattan, 
and St. Anthony’s Church in the 
Bronx. 

The New York Archdiocese num- 
bers about 15,000 colored Catholics, 
and this number is growing at the 
rate of almost 1,000 a year. 


ALL FOR A CROWN 
(Continued from page 169) 


Christian principles more closely 
than do education and religion? 
And yet, how different the mo- 
tive! St. Paul says: “... they in- 
deed that they may receive a cor- 
ruptible crown; but we, an mcor- 
vuptible one” (1 Cor. 9:25). 


On Sunday, September 8, five colored 
seminarians took the three Religious 
Vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedi- 
ence for life in the chapel of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, 
Miss. By this act they became full- 
fledged life-time members of the Society 
of the Divine Word, an international 
missionary society with 4187 members, 
among whom are 28 American Negroes. 
of whom 10 are priests. 

The profession ceremony was con- 
ducted by the Very Rev. Joseph F. 
Eckert, §.V.D., Provincial of the 
Southern Province. 

Those who took Vows are: Frater 
-Leander Martin, S.V.D., of Grand 
Coteau, La.; Frater Maxine Williams, 
S.V. D., of Bay St. Louis, Miss.; Frater 
Richard Winters, S.V.D., of Pleasant- 
ville, N. J.; Frater George Wilson, 
S.V.D., of New York, N. Y.; and 
Frater Alexander Leedie, S.V.D., of 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Xavier's Catholic Action School 


Ora Maer Lewis 


@ A Student Gives Some Personal Reflections 
@ On Xavier's Summer School of Catholic Action 


The Xavier University Summer 
School of Catholic Action originated 
in the summer of 1939, as a result 
of a suggestion made by His Ex- 
cellency, Archbishop Joseph Francis 
Rummel, D.D., of New Orleans, 
with the cooperation of Sister Mad- 
eleine Sophie, Dean of Xavier 
University. Rev. Godfrey Cook, 
S.J.. Rev. Edward F. Murphy, 
S.S.J., and Rev. Vernon P. Aleman 
are largely responsible for the suc- 
cessful attendance at the Summer 
School both last year and this year. 

The purpose of the School is to 
make Catholic Negroes apostles of 
the Faith, equipped with the knowl- 
edge necessary to propagate and de- 
fend it against Communism or any 
other “ism” which may attack Cath- 
olic principles. 

The School shows definite signs 
of attaining its end to inspire pupils 
to defend the Faith. The eagerness 
of the pupils to do this has been so 
high that sometimes they have car- 
ried the war to the enemy before 
the enemy appeared. 

Last April, exactly nine months 
after the first Summer School 
course, a perfect example of this 
eagerness occurred in the Negro 
Youth Conference held in New Or- 
leans. There the pupils of the Sum- 
mer School of Catholic Action at- 
tacked Communism before it was 
presented as an issue in the meeting. 
This was the result of their eager- 
ness to defend their Faith against 


what they believed was a visible 
enemy. 


The goal of spreading the Faith 
among non-Catholics is not so suc- 
cessful in attainment, however. The 
School has failed in this to achieve 
itsend. The students agree that the 
main reason for the failure to inter- 
est non-Catholics in the Church is 
the fact that segregation is so often 
practiced whenever the colored come 
in contact with the whites in church 
or in other Catholic gatherings. 


Every pupil goes to the Summer 
School anxious to get from it a 
statement that the Church condemns 
segregation of Catholics on a basis 
of their race or color. It is the de- 
sire of pupils to prove to non- 
Catholic Negroes that the Catholic 
Church is not the instigator of race 
discrimination. 


In spite of its short existence, the 
Summer School of Catholic Action 
has inspired its pupils with a de- 
sire to do something for their Faith 
and for the whole Negro people. 


It is my opinion that the School 
can accomplish more, provided that 
the teachers place more emphasis on 
the objective of spreading the Faith 
among non-Catholic Negroes. After 
all, Negroes make few attacks on the 
principles of Catholicism. Most of 
their attacks are challenges that 
Catholics practice what they preach 
or be accused of hypocrisy. There- 
fore it isn’t the defense of the Faith 
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that is needed so much among Ne- 
groes but the propagation of it. 

This can be accomplished in three 
ways: 

First, by giving the pupils a 
chance to make positive suggestions 
as to how “segregation,” the first 
obstacle to the propagation of the 
Faith, can be removed from Cath- 
olic churches without increasing 
misunderstanding between black and 
white. 

Second, by giving the pupils an 
opportunity to make positive sugges- 
tions as to the methods of reaching 
non-Catholic Negroes and making 
them understand Catholicism before 
expecting their conversion. 

Third, by acquainting the pupils 
with the worthy attempts and ac- 
complishments which non-Catholic 
organizations have made and are 
still making for the betterment of 
the whole Negro Race. It seems to 
me that non-Catholic Negroes alone 
have done more for the progress of 
the whole race than Catholic Ne- 
groes with the assistance of Catholic 
whites have done for themselves. 


Catholic Action pupils must also 
be taught thoroughly the rules of 
parliamentary law. In this knowl- 
edge non-Catholics are well-versed, 
and unless Catholics become like- 
wise there shall never be any better 
understanding between the two than 
there was last April at the Southern 
Negro Youth Conference. Conse- 
quently Catholics will continually 
feel themselves ignored at meetings 
where non-Catholics predominate. 

If these deficiencies are corrected, 
Catholic Action pupils will find it 
within their power to infuse into 
non-Catholic organizations sugges- 


tions beneficial to the whole people, 
and will win the respect and confi- 
dence of non-Catholics toward Cath- 
olic education and principles. 

Colored priests, seminarians and 
nuns have attended the Summer 
School of Catholic Action very 
faithfully together with the lay 
people. This is truly the beginning 
of an effort to prepare the religious 
and lay people for a future when 
they can work together for the good 
of all American Negroes. 

The Summer School of Catholic 
Action is indeed a sincere -effort to 
uplift the entire Negro people 
through those who are already with- 
in the fold. May God inspire it to 
guide the willing to effective and 
speedy success. 


Do You Know That... 


The First Catholic Church in the 
United States for the exclusive use of 
colored Catholics was the old St. Fran- 
cis Xavier’s Church in Baltimore, Md.? 


The First Catholic Church in New 
York devoted to the work among the 
Negroes was the Church of St. Bene- 
dict the Moor? 

There Are Today over 300 churches 
and chapels for the exclusive use of 
colored Catholics? 


Christmas Cards 


Beautiful cards expressing religious 
sentiment with the true Christmas 
spirit. 

* 


21 CARDS WITH ENVELOPES $1.00 
* 
Order direct from: 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 
Proceeds will be used to help in the 


education of colored boys to the Priest- 
hood. 
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lOTA KAPPA ALPHA 


(INTERRACIAL CATHOLIC ADVANCEMENT) 


Tuomas C. Jones, S.V. D. 


@ A New Organization 
@ To Help Promote Negro Catholic Education 


Towards the end of June of this 
year, a group of young people 
formed a new organization. In these 
days of multifarious youth move- 
ments, one more added to the list 
would not call for a rousing ovation. 
But there is something different 
about this new arrival. Being dif- 
ferent, it demands more than a pass- 
ing salvo. 

The story begins sometime before 
June in the mind of the Reverend 
Dr. Paul Hanly Furfey. Father 
Furfey needs no introduction. His 
work as Professor of Sociology at 
the Catholic University of America, 
his authorship of books resplendent 
with supernatural sociology, his con- 
troversies upholding Agrarianism 
versus Urbanism, have won him a 
place on the lips of almost every 
well-informed Catholic of America. 


However, the cognizance of the 
part he is playing in helping the Ne- 
gro is, perhaps, not so widespread. 
Let those who with open eyes and 
attentive ears have visited the I] 
Poverello House in Washington, 
D. C., speak of what they observed 
taking place under Father Furfey’s 
guidance and that of his associates. 
Speak with those who know of his 
successful struggles and of those of 
his colleagues to open the doors of 
the Catholic University of America 
to colored youth. Let any who have 
experienced his love for souls, in- 
discriminately of the cutaneous pig- 


mentation of their bodily “taber- 
nacles,” essay to describe it. Then 
you will begin to know Father Fur- 
fey as he is. 

But back to the Doctor’s brain- 
child! In June a call went out ask- 
ing Catholic students of the Negro 
racial group and other interested in- 
dividuals engaged in the pursuit of 
higher education to come to Wash- 
ington, D. C., June 28-30, to attend 
the First Annual Conference on the 
Negro in American Catholic Higher 
Education for the purpose of insti- 
tuting an organization to: 

1) Create and maintain racial 

understanding 

2) Encourage and support Ne- 

gro Catholic Education 

3) Foster Catholic Social Action 


Three days were assigned for pre- 
paring to launch the new project. 
The conference opened with Holy 
Mass at the Shrine of the Immacu- 


late Conception. Father Furfey 
preached the sermon. All morning 
sessions were held in Mullen Li- 
brary at the Catholic University. 
All afternoon sessions were held at 
I] Poverello House. 

There were two Round Table 
Discussions: one treating of “Race 
Relations in Catholic Colleges,” at 
which Miss Dora Somerville pre- 
sided; and the other of “Vocational 
Opportunities for Catholic College 
Graduates,” with Miss Ruth Har- 
vey presiding. 
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The guest speakers at the two 
open meetings were Dr. Mary 
Walsh, Instructor of Sociology at 
the Catholic University and author 
of “The Saints and Social Work”; 
and Lieutenant Laurence Oxley, 
Supervisor of Negro Placement, So- 
cial Security Board, Washington, 
BEC. 

A consideration of the titles of 
some of the papers delivered should 
give an insight into the nature of the 
new organization. 

Miss Ruth Ann Brennan spoke of 
“The Mystical 
Body of Christ.” 
“The Negro in 
Catholic Colleges” 
was treated by Miss 
June Williams. Miss 
Vivina Kuefler de- 
livered a paper on 
“Personalism and 
the College Stu- 
dent.” “Recent 
Progress in the Ed- 
ucation of the Ne- 
ero Catholic” was 
treated by Miss 
Margaret Jones. 


In a prophetical 
mood Miss Consuelo Romero dealt 
with “The Future Outlook of the 
Negro in Catholic Colleges.” 

Under various aspects, ‘“Voca- 
tional Opportunities for Catholic 
College Graduates” were discussed 
by Mr. W. D. Curtis, Miss Kath- 
leen Yanes, Miss Arthemise Wilson, 
Miss Mae Gagne, Mrs. Juanita D. 
Fletcher, and Miss Rita Wilson. 

On June 30, the new organization 
was baptized: Jota Kappa Alpha — 
“Interracial Catholic Advancement.” 
Unitas per Diversitatem — “Unity 


GOD LOVES BOTH 
Interracial harmony is built on love 
of God and love of neighbor 
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through Diversity” is its motto. 
From all this there emerged some 
very interesting and potent results. 

The members are expected to 
work towards the establishment of 
an Interracial Committee in their 
respective colleges. Thus, a proper 
racial understanding, the basis of all 
advancement, will be established. 

Certain members have been in- 
structed to contact Catholic students 
of the Negro group within their 
section of the United States. They 
must ascertain whether these stu- 
dents are attending 
a Catholic high 
school or college. If 
such be not the case, 
the inquiring mem- 
ber must investigate 
the reasons why the 
individual is out- 
side the pale of the 
good influence of- 
fered by Catholic 
education. It is 
surely needless to 
indicate how Negro 
Catholic education 
will be encouraged 
and supported by 
such Catholic Action as this. 


The fostering of Catholic Social 
Action will not be confined to col- 
lege circles only; it will extend to 
extra-mural activity, as for example, 
the establishment of Catholic Girl 
Scout troops. 


The officers who are to assist in 


guiding the Jota Kappa Alpha 
“through diversity to unity” are: 
Miss Dora Somerville, President; 
Miss Margaret Jones, Vice-Presi- 


(Continued on page 192) 


RENEWAL OF VOWS 


Early last summer, four of our 
seminarians pronounced their holy vows 
for another year, taking upon them- 
selves the blessed burdens of voluntary 
Poverty, Chastity and Obedience in the 
religious life. These seminarians were 
the following: Frater Thomas Jones, 
Albany, N. Y.; Frater Harold Perry, 
Lake Charles, La.; Frater Edward Ad- 


ams, Detroit, Mich.; Frater Arthur 
Winters, Pleasantville, N. J. 
PICNIC 


That same day there was a pic- 
nic for most of the community. Short- 
ly after breakfast, we gathered our 
swimming suits, sun hats (it’s hot 
here!) and other desired objects and 
dashed over to the garage. 

There we piled into the Seminary 
truck, which was well filled, believe you 
me. But as long as one could find a 
place for one’s legs, all was well. So, 
off we rode, down the old Spanish Trail, 
over the two-mile bridge across the Bay, 
and then in the direction of Pine Hills. 

Up the hills we climbed; over long 
and short bridges we went riding, al- 
though the roads we rode were not so 
easy as watery paths we had rowed. 

Finally, we arrived, after a trip of 
over 15 miles, at Pine Hills. We camped 
on the hotel grounds. Our holiday now 
started in earnest. There was deep- 
water swimming ; later there was canoe- 
ing. Music from phonograph, guitar 
and mouth organ passed the happy 
hours away. Dinner was served to all 
under the benevolent shade of an over- 
spreading live-oak tree. A few quiet 
hours preceded more swimming and 
canoeing. A short lunch marked the 
middle of the afternoon. 

We packed up and left in the late af- 
ternoon, arriving at the Seminary in 
time for supper. A fine day, indeed! 
Ah, yes! 


TRIP TO LAFAYETTE 


A trip to Lafayette, La., delight- 
ed the Seminary inhabitants in the last 
week of June. This trip was enjoyed by 
twenty-one of us, including Rev. John 
Kemper, the Prefect, who directed the 
journey. Seminarians and _ Brothers 
made up the crew. 


Starting on June 25 early in the 
morning, we drove westward. The in- 
itial stages of our journey were well 
watered with much rain. In fact, sev- 


eral times the rain was heavy enough to 
impede speed and to 
cause the interior of the 
truck to become uncom- 
fortable. Fortunately, the 
sunny skies of Louisiana 
relieved us of the pursu- 
ing showers. We hit sev- 
eral good-sized cities, 
but sorry to say, I re- 
member only New Or- 
leans. 


Our first stop was at 
St. Martinville, La., 
where the bunch visited 
the S.V. D. parish cared 
for by Fathers Schnei- 
der and Rousseve. There 
we took a good rest, be- 
ing generously treated by 
the kind Fathers. We in- 
spected the church and 
the rectory. We visited 
Evangeline’s grave and 
the famous Evangeline 
Oak. St. Martinville is 
but a short jump to La- 
fayette, and so we ar- 
rived at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church 
shortly after 6 P.M. We 
rested; ate supper and 
spent a good night’s rest 
in the schoolrooms. The 
nights were cool and the 
absence of mosquitoes 
was noticeable. 


The next day after 
early Mass and _ break- 
fast we started journey- 
ing. We visited two 


Catholic churches, and 


Matthew Ashford (! 
of the Society of the 
June, after completii 
tine’s Minor Seminé 
Faustina (left), whi? 
ciety of St. Edmund 
finishing his last 
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the Christian Brothers’ school there. 

In the afternon we boarded the truck 
and struck out for Duson, La., where 
two of our Fathers are stationed. It 
is a quiet, restful place, and the mis- 
Sioners treated us gen- 
erously. We spent the 
greater part of the after- 
noon there. On the way 
back to Lafayette we 
stopped at Scott, La., a 
sub-station to the Duson 
mission. After an early 
Mass next morning, we 
set out, the truck well 
stocked with provisions. 
We made our journey 
through Grand Coteau, 
La., where two of our 
members felt quite at 
home — Frater Leander 
Martin, a native of the 
aforementioned city, and 
Brother Lawrence, who 
hails from the near-by 
town of Sunset. 


In Grand Coteau we 
visited the Jesuit Semi- 
nary and the college con- 
ducted by the Madams 
ef the Sacred Heart. 
Dinner, served for the 
entire party at the home 
of Frater Martin’s rela- 
tives, was a _ precious 
treat. 

We left this venerable 
spot in the early after- 
noon. Home was reached 


shford (M™# entered the Novitiate by tie! o'clock that 
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trip, and one to be re- 
membered for many 
years to come. 


NEW BUILDING AND 
IMPROVEMENTS 


This is the house that Jack built! 
And Jack sure is doing a fine job. The 
two-story building, our new dining- 
room, kitchen and laundry, is artistical- 
ly constructed. It really looks attrac- 
tive. Especially with the addition of 
flowers which line the walk running in 
front of the building. Both were a wel- 
come addition — the flowers, because a 
touch of color brightens the external ap- 
pearance; the new pavement because it 
provides an easy pathway in times of 
rain which, rest assured, we have in 
abundance. 

The former dining-room, which 
served for seminarians, Brothers and 
students, now is remodeled. The stu- 
dents for the priesthood and the candi- 
dates for the Brotherhood occupy its 
two large rooms.... The minor semi- 
nary has undergone a thorough repaint- 
ing. The skillful hands of professional 
painters have passed brushes over its 
study-darkened walls. Now it looks 
fresh again, and ready for the onrush 
of old and new boys which it has en- 
dured time and time again.... Speak- 
ing of painting, the seminarians haven’t 
been far behind. Their double-floored 
seminary has received its buff-and- 
cream coloring at the hands of the Scho- 
lastics themselves. Who knows but 
that this training may come in handy. 
Perhaps they may have to paint their 
own mission station in the near or far 
future. 


Remember 


THE POOR SOULS 


For the souls of all the dead whose 
names our friends and benefactors send 
in we are going to offer a 

Solemn High Requiem Mass 
on All Souls’ Day 


And a Mass every day thereafter 
during the month of November. 


Write on a slip of paper and send 
us the names of your departed ones 
whom you wish to be remembered in 
these Masses. 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 
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THE CATHOLIC MISSION IN ACCRA 


Joun Daupuing, S.V. D. 


@ A Catholic Missionary in Africa 
@ Tells the History of the Gold Coast Mission 


AFRICA — BUT NOT SO DIFFERENT FROM AMERICA! 
These men, women and children have just received their First Holy Communion at the 
Catholic Mission Church in Accra, which is in charge of the Missionaries of the Divine Word 


Greetings from the sunny shores 
of Africa! The word “sunny” must 
here be taken in its literal sense as 
we are really the recipients, so it 
seems to me, of the greater part of 
the sun’s rays. 

Almost seven months have 
elapsed since first the gently sway- 
ing palm trees and the hot and 
seething sandy shores of West Af- 
rica extended a warm welcome to 
me, and many a pleasant and event- 
ful thing has happened in those few 
months. Perhaps at some other 
time I shall have a chance to relate 
some of these events, but my task 
just now is to tell you something of 
the history of this new mission field 
of the Society of the Divine Word. 


Accra, the present center of our 
Gold Coast Mission, is the Capital 
of the British West African Gold 
Coast and the cradle of the Ga 
Tribe. It is really an up-to-date 
little city. Although it suffered 
severely from the recent earth- 
quake, it is rapidly recovering its 
former grandeur. 

Modern buildings are springing 
up everywhere, thus giving Accra 
the appearance of a city in the 
States. Because it offers work, mon- 
ey and the glamour and fascination 
of European life, Accra attracts 
thousands of natives from all parts 
of the Gold Coast. There are na- 
tives here, so it seems to me, from 
almost every tribe in Africa. 


The first opening of the Catholic 
Mission at Accra was made on Jan- 
uary 31, 1893, by the Reverend Fa- 
thers Hilberer and Raess. They 
were living in a rented house on 
High Street. The church must have 
been where are presently the stores 
of the F.A.O. on High Street. The 
old Accra Chief Quartey sold this 
place for £300, but his successor 
did not agree to it and therefore the 
Fathers had to leave the place. 

In June, 1895, the two Fathers 
left Accra, not because they were 
discouraged by an _ unappreciable 
response, but simply because in 
April, 1895, five Fathers died at 
Cape Coast, Saltpond and Elmina, 
important stations 
which could not 
be left without a 
priest. Fathers 
Hilbererand 
Raess had to take 
the place of those 
whom. God had 
taken away. This 
left the small 
congregation in 
Accra a long time 
without a priest. 

The Catholics 
baptized in the 
past two years 
carried on alone. 
There were Mr. 
Emos France, 
who had been the 
headmaster; Mr. 
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whom the Fathers left their tables 
and chairs. And if nowadays you 
happen to visit this loyal old servant 
of the Catholic Mission, you will 
still find on his table the old kero- 
sense lamp which the Fathers used 
when they were living here. 

In 1911 the late Mr. Andoh tried 
to put new life into the little flock. 
Accra had become bigger and bigger 
and consequently many Catholics 
from different countries were living 
in this town. After Mr. Andoh died, 
Mr. Yankah gathered the Catholics 
every Sunday, and especially on the 
days when a priest was in town. 
From 1913 on the late Bishop Ig- 
natius Hummel often visited Accra, 
as he was a mem- 
ber of the Board 
of Education. 
Other Fathers 
from Cape Coast, 
Keta or Saltpond 
came from time 
to time. 

In March, 
1924, Bishop 
Hummel died at 
Cape Coast and 
his place on the 
Board of Educa- 
tion was taken by 
the Provicar, Fa- 
ther Joseph 
Stauffer, actually 
Superior of Ac- 
cra. At that time 
a very old room 


Simmons, who 
had been the or- 
ganist; Mr. Gil- 
bertson and Mrs. 
Conduah; and 
last but not least, 
Mr. Brown, with 


JUST TO GET ORIENTATED 
This map shows the location of the Gold 
Coast which was assigned to the Society of 
the Divine Word in 1938 as a mission terri- 
tory. The Society already has six American 
priests (two of them colored) working in 
this far-away field, and has appointed three 
other Fathers and two Brothers to join them 
as soon as transportation can be obtained 


upstairs was used 
as a church. 
Many members 
remember that 
once while the 


Father was say- 
ing Holy Mass 
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there the whole staircase tumbled 
down with a terrible noise. Father 
Stauffer was moved to tears by see- 
ing this misery and he exerted him- 
self to the utmost in trying to have 
at Accra a church big enough for the 
Capital of the Gold Coast, where 
Catholics from all nations meet to- 
gether. He succeeded. 


In November, 1924, Father 
Stauffer succeeded in buying a big 
cocoa store on Chamberlain Street, 
which was transformed into a 
church under the supervision of the 
Government Building Inspector, 
Mr. King. The solemn blessing of 
the new church took place on Feb- 
ruary 11, 1925, by the Rev. Father 
Stauffer assisted by Fathers Strebler 
and Bauman. When in November 
the new Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Ernest 
Hauger, had arrived he immediate- 
ly appointed two Fathers to be sta- 
tioned permanently. at Accra. 


It is now about fifteen years 
since the Lyons Foreign Mission 
Society took over Accra and the out- 
lying mission stations. Due, how- 
ever, to the fact that they had nei- 
ther the men nor the means neces- 
sary to carry on here while at the 
same time caring for other large 
mission territories, this mission was 
given over to the Society of the Di- 
vine Word. 


The Lyons Fathers have done 
their work well. Anyone who visits 
Accra is astonished at seeing the 
great numbers of Catholics attend- 
ing the Masses on Sunday. We are 
here to take up the work where they 
have left off and to extend it far- 
ther and farther with, of course, the 
help of God’s grace and your 
prayers. 
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This is a simple narrative of the 
history of the Catholic Mission in 
Accra. May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, to whom the church of Ac- 
cra is dedicated, bless the priests and 
members of our mission, and make 
the future history of Accra a glori- 
ous one. 
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Negro Newspaper Digest 


A Negro newspaper digest will be 
produced by WPA workers on a proj- 
ect recently put into operation in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. It will be the first digest 
of Negro newspapers to be made by the 
WPA. 


Eleven persons are now employed on 
the project, among them several news- 
paper men and college graduates. From 
this nucleus, the project will be devel- 
oped to a total personnel of 30 workers. 
A thorough training period, necessary 
for the efficient conduct of the digest, 
precedes the actual assumption of du- 
ties which will include the abstracting 
of news items, features and editorials 
from four selected Negro weekly news- 
papers. The abstracts will be taken 
from files dating from 1937. 


The material abstracted will reflect 
the life and culture of the Negro popu- 
lation of Cleveland and the attitude of 
Negro citizens toward economic, civic, 
social and educational problems of the 
present day, as high-lighted in the press. 
The digest also is expected to provide 
an interesting index to the progress and 
success of Negroes both in Cleveland 
and elsewhere. 


From the standpoint of the workers 
employed, the project is expected to 
have a twofold value. It will provide ad- 
ditional experience for research and edi- 
torial workers in their chosen field, and 
also give to those having no previous 
experience, a chance to develop new pro- 
fessional skills. 


Oct. 2— 
Guardian Angels 


God loves all of us 
so much that He has 
appointed a_ special 
Angel to watch over, 
guide, guard and pro- 
tect each and every 
one of us from the 
moment we are born 
till the time we die. 
This Angel we call 
our Guardian Angel, 
and today we celebrate 
the Feast of all the 
Guardian Angels. 
Thank the good God 
for your Guardian 
Angel and pray for 
the courage ever to 
follow his counsel. 


Oct. 3 — 
St. Therese 


This Saint is better 
known to thousands 
as the “Little Flower of Jesus.” She 
entered the Carmelite Convent of 
Lisieux in France at the age of fifteen 
and spent the rest of her life there. But 
her prayers for others and her influence 
for good reached out to thousands all 
over the world. St. Therese promised 
that after her death she would let fall 
a “shower of roses” upon the earth. Ask 
her for some of these spiritual “roses” 
for yourself and for others who stand 
in need of God’s help. 


Oct. 7 — Holy Rosary 


The Rosary is a form of prayer 
which honors the Mother of God and is 
well-pleasing to her; and since nothing 
pleases Mary except what pleases God, 
the Rosary is pleasing also to God. To- 
day is the Feast of the Holy Rosary. 
Pray that the custom of saying the Ro- 
sary in common in Catholic homes may 
spread to more Catholic families. 


Oct. 17 — 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
St. Margaret Mary was a Visitation 


OCTOBER'S SAINTS 


nun to whom our 
Lord gave the special 
commission of arous- 
ing and_ spreading 
among men a special 
devotion to His Sa- 
cred Heart. Pray that 
your heart may be in- 
flamed with special 
love for the Divine 
Heart of Jesus. 


Oct. 18 — St. Luke 


St. Luke wrote the 
third Gospel in the 
Bible and the Acts 
of the Apostles. He 
was a follower of St. 
Paul and accompanied 
him on his missionary 
journeys. Ask St. 


October is the month of the Holy [,yke’s intercession 

Rosary. Millions 

world will recite the Rosary daily 

during this month. Join with them 

in thus honoring the Blessed Virgin 
and pray for peace 


throughout the for the many mission- 


ary priests, Sisters 
and Brothers who are 
today continuing the 
work of St. Paul. 


Oct. 28 — SS. Simon and Jude 


These were two of our Lord's 
Apostles. St. Jude, who wrote the 
Epistle named after him, was also 
called Thaddeus. He preached the Gos- 
pel in Mesopotamia, while St. Simon 
spread the Faith in Egypt. Both were 
martyred for the sake of Christ. Ask 
them for courage to do God’s Will. 


Oct. 30 — St. Alphonsus Rodriguez 


This great saint lived in Spain dur- 
ing the sixteenth century. He was a 
Jesuit Brother, and it was he who in- 
flamed St. Peter Claver, the Apostle of 
the Negroes in South America, with the 
desire to work among the slaves in the 
New World. Ask him to send us many 
more Peter Clavers, who will dedicate 
their lives to the work of the missions, 
especially among the colored people of 
our country. Pray today, also, for an 
increase of colored priests and Reli- 
gious. 
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South Must Help Negro, Educator Says 


@ Economic Progress of Whole South 


@ Depends on Economic Improvement of Status of Negro 


The South can make no great 
economic headway until the eco- 
nomic position of the Negro is im- 
proved. This was the keynote of an 
address delivered by Dr. W. H. 
Metzler, assistant sociologist of the 
University of Arkansas’ College of 
Agriculture. 


Reporting on Arkansas surveys 
conducted by the college, Dr. Metz- 
ler said that farm industrialization 
in the South and its consequent dis- 
placement of many farm laborers, 
tenants, sharecroppers and small 
farm owners, was “driving Negro 
farm families to the cities and — 
all too often — to a place on the 
relief rolls.” 


“The task of fitting these Ne- 
groes into our new economic struc- 
ture is one that must be faced by 
whites and Negroes together. While 
people in the South cannot prosper 
to any large extent unless the Ne- 
gro has economic opportunity, in- 
come and purchasing power so that 
he can play his normal part in the 
exchange of goods and services, the 
South can make no great economic 
headway until the economic position 
of the Negro is improved.” 

College surveys on the employ- 
ment of Negro migrants to cities, 
Dr. Metzler said, showed that in 
North Little Rock in 1938, out of 
104 migrants, 13 had positions in 
domestic and personal service, 37 
were employed at odd jobs or com- 
mon labor, 39 were employed on 
WPA projects and 6 were receiving 


some type of direct relief. Only 4 
of the entire group were engaged 
in skilled labor, clerical work or 
business pursuits. 

Out of 203 migrants in Pine 
Bluff in 1939, 52 were unemployed, 
33 were employed at odd jobs and 
14 were on WPA. Of the 104 who 
had regular employment practically 
all were engaged in domestic serv- 
ices. Data from other Arkansas 
cities, Dr. Metzler said, “tell the 
same story — the Negro is compet- 
ing at the lowest occupation levels 
rather than where opportunity is 
greatest.” 


Pointing out that the WPA re- 
ported a shortage of skilled work- 
ers for their projects in the building 
trades and in clerical positions, the 
sociologist said the government 
agency had 70,000 workers that su- 
pervisors did not want to employ be- _ 
cause they were untrained and in- 
capable. “Negroes need to get out 
of this group and into those fields 
in which an unfilled demand is less 
severe.” 


“Negroes have need for medical, 
dental and hospital services that can- 
not be met. They need more social 
workers, more teachers and more 
nurses. There is a vast field for Ne- 
gro business enterprises. At present 
the economic structure among the 
Negroes is unable to support them; 
but general leadership toward better 
economic conditions among them 
will permit them to have these serv- 
ices.” 


Dr. Metzler said Southern stu- 
dents of the problem were “very 
much disturbed because radical 
groups have become interested in 
the Negro problem. We are dis- 
turbed because we feel that the Ne- 
groes may have some reason to re- 
ciprocate the interest. 

“They are promised higher wa- 
ges, opportunity to become farm 
owners, unemployment insurance 
and other benefits. However, these 
promises are quite empty because 
the promisers are in no position to 


Just an observation, 
Maybe nothing to it; 
?Tisn’t inspiration, 
Simply can’t procure it. 


Seems, however, to me 
Something’s in the air. 

Who can but assure me, 
We need not give care? 


Earth has been a-standing 
Years and years intact. 
What about its planning? 
Know you its contract? 


That it’s sure to crumble 
Never was a doubt. 

Tis no use to grumble, 
God’s way will come out! 


Why go on a-talking? 
Let me state the case: 
There’s no chance of parking, 
Onward goes the race. 


World is in a plight, 
Wond’ring what to do. 
Why not call the Light? 
He will lead us thru! 
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furnish such things either to the Ne- 
gro or to anyone else. 


“Those who are actually in a po- 
sition to do something for the Ne- 
gro can easily defeat such empty 
promises by showing some interest 
in the Negroes’ precarious economic 
condition themselves. The Negro is 
by nature happy and contented and 
will respond to thoughtful treat- 
ment much more readily than to 
teachings of violence and aggres- 
sions.” 


Still we hesitate, 

Try all human means. 
What do we await? 
Final deadly scenes? 


Conference Economic 
Nation’s League and all, 
Bound to be a comic 
*Till we heed His call! 


How come this depression? 
Simply chance, you say? 
What we need ’s confession 
That we’ve left the “Way.” 


Says the Book of books: 
“End the world must sure.” 
In it take your looks, 

There you'll find the cure! 


Times reveal a secret, 
Only to be read 

By the live discreet, 

And the happy dead. 


Short’s the life of mortals, 
Will we see the “end” 

Safe in heaven’s portals, 
On that great day, when 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


Over 300 Graduates 


From the S.V.D. colored mission 
schools in five States between 320 and 
330 boys and girls graduated this year, 
98 from high school and the rest from 
grade school. By States the totals are 
as follows: 

Graduates 
Gr. S. 
Mississippi 87 
Arkansas 20 
Missouri 11 
Illinois 91 
20 


The returns from our Louisiana 
grade schools are not yet complete, but 
we figure there were twenty or more 
graduates. (Louisiana S.V.D. Mission 
Schools, take note: if we are wrong, 
please correct us!) 


Open-Air Mission 


From August 11 till August 25 Fa- 
thers Vincent Smith 
and Clarence Howard 
conducted an open-air 
Mission in St. Rita’s 
Parish, Indianapolis, 
Ind. Services were 
held every night on 
the lawn next to the 
church. Most of the 
listeners used folding 
chairs, but many more 
lined themselves up 
along the low fence 
which skirts the lawn. 
An amplifying system 
carried the preachers’ 
words out to the 
street and halfway 
‘round the block. 


Many non-Catho- 
lics attended the Mis- 


of Christ. 


THE DAY OF HER BAPTISM 
Mrs. Nannie Noel, octogenarian, is 
happy and contented at having at 
last found peace in the True Fold 
She is of this year’s con- 
verts of St. Elizabeth’s Church in 

Chicago 


sion and a goodly number of white 
Catholics also were present. 


Benediction with the Blessed Sacra- 
ment was given each night at the close 
of the services on a specially erected 
outdoor altar. 

The pastor of St. Rita’s, Rev. Ber- 
nard Strange, who has had one of the 
S.V. D. colored priests to give a Mis- 
sion at his church every year since 1937, 
and his assistant, Rev. Bernard Gerdon, 
are very zealous priests who are doing 
grand work in the Negro Apostolate. 


Flood 


Duson, La. — The floods which have 
been causing so much damage in some 
of the Southern States during the past 
few weeks visited our Missions in 
southwestern Lovisiana also. The land 
all around St. Benedict’s Mission was 
a foot under water. On the other side 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, 
just a few yards in front of our church, 

the water was much 
higher. 

Our mission chapel 
in Scott was not so 
fortunate. The water 
was so high that no 
one could reach the 
chapel, so Father 
Francis Wade, the 
pastor, said Mass in 
the white church for 
the refugees. 


African SOS 


Sometime ago Fa- 
ther Joseph Bowers, 
who went to work in 
our African Mission 
the first part of this 
year, sent an appeal 
to us for a visual edu- 
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cation projector which he needs in his 
work of teaching catechism to the na- 
tives. We passed the word on to our 
readers, and the response has been 
great. However, we are still about 
fifteen dollars short. If any of our 
readers would like to help the work of 


the Missions in this way, we ask you 
kindly to send your donation to The 
Editor, St. AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER, 


189 


BEFORE — 
Some months ago Fa- 
ther Anthony Jacobs, 
pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Mission, Meridian, 
Miss., and a handful 
of volunteer parishion- 
ers set about building 
a parish hall, which 
was very badly needed, 
| but for which there 
‘ was no money. Now 
look at the picture be- 
low.... 


Bay St. Louis, Miss., just stating what 
it is for. Thank you. 
4 s s 


More Water! 


We have been informed that our 
Mission in Lafayette, La., also was 
damaged by the recent storm and flood. 
We have no details other than that wa- 
ter covered the seats in church. 


a 


AFTER — THE FINISHED PRODUCT 


Father Jacobs and his helpers can well be proud of what they have built with their own 
hands, and with the help of donations from the parishioners and other friends of the Mission 


CHILDRENS 
CORNER: 


ad 


My Dear Boys and Girls: 


Well, here I am ’way down South 
again where it is nice and warm. I am 
about a thousand miles away from 
where I was when I wrote to you in 
the last MrssENGER. So when you 
write to me DO NOT send your letter 
to Techny, but send it to my new home 
in St. Augustine’s Seminary, BAY ST. 
LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI. 


Something New! 

Now that you have started back to 
school, and all of you have your Think- 
ing-Caps on once more, I am going to 
give you a chance to show me, in an 
enjoyable way, just how smart you are. 

I am going to start a contest in which 
we can all have a lot of fun. Every 
boy or girl who reads the Children’s 
Corner may join in this contest. 


What Is It? 

This is going to be a Tongue-Twister 
Contest! Do you know what a Tongue- 
Twister is? A Tongue-Twister is a 
sentence in which every word, or almost 
every word, begins with the same 
sound or with a sound so nearly like the 
sound of the preceding or the following 
word that your tongue gets all twisted 


up when you try to say the whole sen- 
tence very fast. 


For example, here is a Tongue- 
Twister : 
She sells sea-shells by the sea-shore. 


First, read that sentence slowly. 
Then, try to say it quickly about five 
times. You will find yourself saying 
some funny things. 

And here’s another: 


Betty Boop butters her bread with Billy 
Ballard’s Better Butter. 


Try that one a couple of times. 

And, here is a longer Tongue-Twister : 
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers; 

A peck of pickled peppers did Peter Piper 

pick. 
If Peter Piper picked a peck of poorly 
pickled peppers, 

How many pecks of pickled peppers did 

Peter Piper pick? 

Now you know what a Tongue- 
Twister is. Don’t you think that you 
could write one? A Tongue-Twister 
is hard to read but easy to write. So 
get busy and write one or two or three 
or four. . 

Now, here is what I am going to do, 
To the boy or girl who sends me the 
best Tongue-Twister each month I am 


going to give a one-year’s subscription 
to St. AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER. That 
means that for a whole year the winner 
will receive each and every issue of the 
MESSENGER free of charge, and it will 
be mailed right straight to that bov’s or 
girl’s house. _Won’t that be grand? 
And, besides, the winning ‘Tongue- 
Twister and the winner’s name will be 
printed in the Children’s Corner. 


More Yet 


And besides that, every boy or girl 
who sends in a Tongue-Twister, wheth- 
er it is a winner or not, will receive one 
FREE copy of St. AuGUSTINE’s MEs- 
SENGER, and will have his or her name 
honorably mentioned in the Children’s 


Corner. Isn’t that worth trying for? 
And it’s all so easy. Just do three sim- 
ple things: 


1. Write a Tongue-Twister. 


2. Sign your name, address, grade 
and age. 


3. Mail it to me. 


Don’t forget, I don’t want you to 
copy Tongue-Twisters out of other 
magazines or books; I want you to 
make up your own. You may send as 
many Tongue-Twisters as you like, and 
at any time you want. If you win 
twice, you will receive the MESSENGER 
free for two years, or you are free to 


CAN YOU TEACH YOUR DOG TRICKS? 
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Po D a pe 


IC TORE! 


give one of your subscriptions to one 
of your relatives or friends or to anyone 
else. Just let me know and I will mail 
the MESSENGER to anyone whom you 
pick out. 

So, start today! Sit down right now 
and write a Tongue-Twister, and we 
shall see who will win next month. 


2. 
bed 


RIDDLE 
Lawrence Cole, Jr., 6th Grade 


Immaculate Heart of Mary School 
Lafayette, Louisiana 


A word of three syllables 
Seek till you find, 

Which has in it twenty- 
Six letters combined. 


(What is the word? Answer next month.) 


ote 
2 


The Schoolboy 


When I am on my way to school, 
I like to stop just for a while 
And visit Jesus in the cool 
And quiet church; for I’m His child. 


When school is done and I start home, 
I stop again with happy smile; 

In church I kneel just ’neath the dome, 

And Jesus smiles; for I’m His child. 


J 
> sd 


Don’t forget to visit dear Jesus in the 
church before and after school and ask 
Him to bless the work of the Colored 
Missions and to bless me. — FATHER 
Howarp, S.V.D., St. Augustine’s Sem- 
inary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
Held at St. Augustine's Seminary — October 1-9 


Intention: For the sick and infirm 


Dear Friends: 


In reading the holy Gospels, one invariably 
comes across passages which tell of the peo- 
ple’s asking our Divine Lord to heal some 
sick person. One cannot help admiring the 
solicitude and interest which they showed to- 
wards the sick. They considered no journey 
too fatiguing to undertake in order to ask 
the young Doctor of Galilee to restore to 
health a servant, or friend. 
Their faith and charity were always rewarded. 


relative, or 


In our land there are many sick and in- 
firm. It matters not whether they are 
stretched out on beds in hospitals or confined 


Join us in this Novena. 


to beds in their own homes. They would all 
be glad to feel again the glowing vigor of 
health coursing through their wasted bodies. 
Their sad condition excites our pity; for we 
know that good health is one of the greatest 
blessings to be enjoyed here on earth. 

Yet, withal, we do not have to undertake 
a journey to ask the Divine Physician to 
grant a cure. We can express our petitions 
through the medium of the telegraphy of the 
spiritual world. “Lord, behold he whom 
Thou lovest is sick ” (John 11:3). We 
can be assured that if it is God’s Holy Will, 
our prayers of faith and charity will also be 
heard. 


Pray together with us during these nine 


days. Send in your intentions and they will be included in the prayers 
of the Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers and Students. 


Mail your intentions to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


IOTA KAPPA ALPHA 
(Continued from page 179) 


dent; Mrs. Juanita D. Fletcher, 
Secretary- Treasurer. 

With these zealous Christ-bear- 
ers putting their resolution into 
practice, we may unhesitatingly pre- 
dict that much good will accrue to 
Negro Catholic youth in the future 
— good which had its source in the 
First Annual Conference on the Ne- 
gro in American Catholic Higher 
Education, where was born the Jota 


Kappa Alpha. 


BOOK REVIEW 


“THE UNAVOIDABLE GOD,” by Rev. 
Dr. Leslie Rumble, M.S.C.; 57 pp., price 10c. 
Rumble & Carty, “Radio Replies,” St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Here is an interesting booklet dealing with 
an important topic, the existence of God. It 
is based on the work of Father Garrigou- 
Lagrange, O.P., “Dieu — Son Existence et 
Sa Nature.” 

A studious reading of this booklet justifies 
its title — rational as well as irrational be- 


ings point to a Supreme Being. — G. W. 


Do You Wish a Perpetual Memento? 


@ Whether for yourself, or for those 
near and dear to you, living or dead 
— for a departed brother, sister, 
mother, father, husband or wife, son 
or daughter, or friend, there is no 
nobler way of commemorating the 
intimate ties binding you than by giv- 
ing the precious gift of a chalice to 
one of our missionaries at the front. 
Daily, even after death, will you or 
your dear ones be remembered in the 
grateful prayers of God's priest at His 
altar. 


$25 will buy a chalice and cover all 
the expenses of packing, insuring, 
shipping to one of our mission fields. 
Won't you consider our missionaries 
when you come to set aside a gift for 
remembering your dear ones in this 
beautiful way? 

Our address ts: 


FATHER BRUNO, S.V.D. 
Mission Procurator TECHNY, ILL. 


—£ HERE'S SOMETHING GOOD! 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


A Snappy Little Catholic Magazine 


Giving you the News and Views of the Negro Apostolate and mailed to 
you monthly except July for only $1.00 a year. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


@lhrist 
lS 
Calling 


HE IS CALLING for new Recruits in His Army 


HE IS CALLING for brave and healthy boys and young men who are una- 
fraid to face hardships as Soldiers of Christ 


HE IS CALLING for Volunteers to go into the front-line trenches of the 
Colored Missions and fight for the souls of 13,000,000 Negroes 


HE IS CALLING for Battalions of Soul-Savers to conquer and win a Na- 
tion for God 

HE Is CALLING for more missionary priests 

HE Is CALLING YOU 


BOYS, if you are morally, intellectually and physically healthy and if you 
feel you have a vocation to the priesthood 


THEN — THIS IS THE LIFE FOR YOU! 


The life of a missionary priest of the Society of the Divine Word 
Talk it over with your Rev. Pastor and then write to: 


THE REV. PREFECT OF STUDENTS 


St. Augustine's Seminary 


BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


@ Applicants must have completed at least the grammar school course 


‘ 
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STUDENTS AT THE GRAVE OF FATHER CHRISTMAN, S.V.D., 
FOUNDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
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STUDENTS AT THE GRAVE OF FATHER CHRISTMAN, S.V.D., 
FOUNDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 


ce Happy Thanksgiving Mg 
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FOR YOUR | YOUR LIBRARY 


A NEATLY BOUND VOLUME CONTAINING ALL THE ISSUES OF 


ST. AUGUSTINE'S MESSENGER 


FOR THE YEAR 1940 


$450 postpaid 
TITLE IN GOLD LETTERS 
COMBINATION BUCKRAM AND IMITATION LEATHER BINDING 


TEN ISSUES IN ALL 
Send orders to: 
THE EDITOR 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISss. 


(Orders will be filled as soon as the December number ts off the press.) 


Contents of This Issue 


Editorial: Knights Cooperate 
ee | eer erin ee a ee eee rr ee ere er eee ee eer 194 
Rhapsody in Black and White — -Josepn Bis Ue SCF Ss oranctipeleate bat mse tg Sate eta haraath a wie 197 
Letier to the Young Knights of Peter Claver 198 
Exposed at the Exposition —- Clarence J. Howard, 58.V. D. 
Seminary News: Hurricane! Cat Island Bound! Fraters’ Retreat; Perpetual Vows; krayers 
for Peace: Roll Call: Among Our Brothers 
From Sixteen States 
An Unusual Confirmation — Anthony bourges, d.Vv.D. 
Poem to Blessed Martin de Porres — Maxine Williams, $.V.D. . 
November's Saints 
He Is In Me — Joseph Busch, S.V.D. 
Quote and Unquote 
With Our SVD Fathers on ine Coiored Missions: Dream Comes ‘Irue; Storm Worxs Havoc .. 
Children’s Corner 


Do you feel a desire 
to devote yourself to God 
As a Religious Brother? 


@ Do you have a longing to live closer to God and use your talents in His 
Service alone, working and praying for the success of the Colored Missions? 
The Society of the Divine Word will be glad to accept you as a member and 
Brother if you have the necessary qualifications. Just write to 


THE REV. FATHER NOVICE MASTER 
St. Augustine’s Seminary BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


CATHOLIC EDUCATION AY flugustine "4 MUTUAL COOPERATION 
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MESSENGER 


ESTABLISHMENT OF NEGRO CLERGY 


A Catholic Negro magazine, published monthly, 
ercept July, at Techny, Illinois, by, St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. uis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


——s 


Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Editor; CLARENCE J. HOWARD, S.V. D. 
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Editorial: KNIGHTS COOPERATE 


The Knights have done it again! 
These zealous Catholic men, mem- 
bers of a very active colored Cath- 
olic organization known as the 
Knights of Peter Claver, have once 
again found still another way to 
help in the work of educating boys 
of their own Race for the priest- 
hood. 

At their National Convention 
held in Louisville, Ky., August of 
this year, the Knights of Peter Cla- 
ver went on record in favor of help- 
ing St. Augustine’s Seminary 
through the solicitation of subscrip- 
tions to St. Aucustine’s MEssEn- 
GER. 

They passed a resolution that a 
committee of three members be 
named “to take subscriptions for 
St. AuGustINE’s MEssENGER, and 
that each delegation solicit its Sub- 
ordinate Council for additional sub- 
scriptions.” An amendment, that 
the “Convention go on record re- 
questing all Subordinate Councils to 
take subscriptions to Sr. Aucus- 
TINE’s MESSENGER,” was made and 
carried. 

Brother Knights J. A. Norwood 
of New Orleans, La.; Eugene Da- 
vis of Algiers, La.; and John Tra- 
han of Raywood, Tex., were ap- 


pointed to this Subscription Com- 
mittee. 

This is by no means the first time 
the Knights of Peter Claver have 
given help to St. Augustine’s Semi- 
nary. From the very first years of 
the Seminary the Knights have been 
keenly interested in this particular 
work of the Divine Word Mission- 
aries and have shown that interest in 
a tangible way. 

In 1923 they gave the sum of 
$843 to the Seminary for the pur- 
pose of building a dining-hall to be 
known as St. Peter Claver’s Hall. 
Again in 1934, when the first ordi- 
nations were about to take place at 
the Seminary, the Knights raised 
among themselves $500 for gifts 
for the four newly ordained Negro 
priests. 

Every year the Knights make a 
donation of $250 to the Seminary. 
All told they have given something 
like $7,000 in regular and special 
donations to the Seminary. And now 
we feel certain that still more aid 
will come to St. Augustine’s as a 
result of their latest Louisville 
resolution. 

We thank you, Brother Knights, 
and we tell you publicly that we ap- 
preciate your cooperation! 


NEVER SAY DIEI 


@ The National Catholic Interracial Federation 
@ |s Coming Back to Life Again 


After lying practically dormant 
for a few years the National Cath- 
olic Interracial Federation is at last 
showing signs of coming back to 
life, and coming back to stay. This 
was made evident by the very suc- 
cessful convention held in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., last year and by the 
more successful one held in Detroit, 
Mich., this year from August 31 to 
September 2. 


Present at the Detroit conven- 
tion were representatives from Cin- 
cinnati, Columbus and Cleveland, 
Ohio; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Washington, 
D. C.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Chicago, 
Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; and Kansas 
City, Kan. Also present and taking 
an active part in the convention 
were two colored priests: Father 
William C. Grau of Our Lady of 
Victory Basilica, Lackawanna, N. Y., 
where he has the care of 400 Negro 
Catholics, and Father Clarence J. 
Howard, S.V. D., of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


The Archbishop of Detroit, Most 
Rev. Edward Mooney, D.D., cele- 
brated the Solemn Pontifical Mass 
opening the convention in the Cathe- 
dral of the Blessed Sacrament on 
Saturday morning. Monsignor Al- 
jen J. Babcock of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
preached the sermon in which he 
cited as examples of the Catholic 
Church’s solicitude for the Negro 
Race the recent consecration of two 
African Bishops in Rome by the 
Holy Father himself, the encyclical 
of Pope Pius XII to the American 
Hierarchy, and the fact that the on- 
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ly seminary in Vatican City territory 
is the Ethiopian College. 

The Monsignor urged courage, 
patience and charity in attempting to 
solve the problems confronting the 
Federation. 

At the meeting which followed 
Father Howard was chairman and 
the speakers were: Austin Scott of 
the Chicago Social Security Board, 
“A Step Toward Economic Security 
for the Negro”; Donald Marshall 
of the Personnel Division of the 
Ford Motor Co., “The Economic 
Progress of the Negro”; and Fa- 
ther Grau, who spoke on “A Living 
Wage for the American Negro.” 

At the night session Father 
Thomas Meehan of the Chicago 
New World gave the “Catholic 
Teaching on the Industrial Ques- 
tion and the Negro,” and Philip 
Blake of Marquette University 
spoke on “Interracial Social Jus- 
tice.” A paper prepared by Leo E. 
Keller of the American Federation 
of Labor was read by Miss Linna E. 
Bresette of the N.C.W.C. Social 
Action Department. Declaring that 
discrimination weakens the bargain- 
ing power of the white worker also, 
the paper called attention to the fact 
that 100 of 105 unions affliated 
with the A.F.L. admit Negroes to 
membership. 


The headquarters for the con- 
vention was Sacred Heart Church, 
which was turned over to the Holy 
Ghost Fathers in 1938 for use as a 
colored parish. The pastor, Rev. 
Henry P. Thiefels, C.S.Sp., was 
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General Chairman of the Conven- 
tion Committee. So the convention 
Mass on Sunday was at Sacred 
Heart Church. It was a Solemn 
High Mass celebrated by Father 
Grau. 

Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, 
S.V. D., Provincial of the Southern 
Province, acted as Deacon of the 
Mass and preached the sermon. 

Pointing out that the Catholic 
Church had always chosen its priests 
from among the 
sons of those very 
people whom it had 
converted, and that 
the Holy See de- 
sires the continu- 
ance of this policy, 

Father Provincial 
Eckert said that the 
colored people of 
the United States 


are to be no excep- 


tion. “Foreign 
priests,” he said, 
“can only begin the 
work and lay the 
foundations. The 
work of conversion 
thus begun must be 
continued and com- 
pleted by native 
priests taken from 
among those very 
people themselves.” 

At noon an interracial luncheon 
was held at the academy of the Sis- 
ters of the Sacred Heart. 250 peo- 
ple, white and colored, attended. 
The Glee Club of St. Elizabeth’s 
High School, Chicago, rendered a 
musical program which simply 
thrilled the listeners. 

Most Rev. Stephen S. Woznicki, 
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Detroit, 
attended the luncheon and during 


FATHER WILLIAM GRAJU, S.T.L., 
of Lackawanna, N. Y., who enlivened 
the first day’s discussions with his 
paper on “A Just Wage for the 
Negro Laborer” 
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the course of his address said: “I 
believe that all races and all nation- 
alities, given the same opportunities 
and conditions, can be successful.” 

Among the other speakers were 
two outstanding Negro businessmen, 
C. C. Spaulding, president of the 
North Carolina Insurance Co., and 
L. C. Blount, general manager of 
the Great Lakes Mutual Insurance 
Company. 

At eight o’clock Sunday night the 
beautiful auditori- 
um of Detroit’s Art 
Institute was the 
scene of a _ mass 
meeting in which 
about five hundred 
colored and white 
people participated. 
Speaking on “Cath- 
olic Interracial Fel- 
lowship,” Rev. Ed- 
ward O. Hughes, 
O.P., pastor of St. 
Dominic’s Church, 
Detroit, declared: 
“Tt is futile to send 
the flower of our 
youth and immense 
sums of money to 
foreign climes for 
the evangelization 
of pagans if at 
home we lack with- 
in our own very 
hearts the Catholic spirit fashioned 
by the truth that Jesus Christ loves 
and died for all men.” 

On Monday morning a Solemn 
Requiem Mass was offered in Sa- 
cred Heart Church by Father Thie- 
fels for the deceased members of 
the Federation; after which the 
business session took place. 

In the afternoon the following 
national officers were elected: Leo 
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E. McTurner of Pittsburgh, Presi- 
dent; Sidney B. Thompson of 
Cleveland, Vice-President; Charles 
L. Rawlings of Detroit, Executive 
Secretary; Charles B. Berry of De- 
troit, Recording Secretary; and 
Mrs. Helen C. Smith of Cleveland, 
Treasurer. 

Following are some of the resolu- 
tions passed at the convention: 

Whereas, our beloved Holy Fa- 
ther, Pope Pius XII, in his great 
wisdom and from his own intimate 
knowledge of our condition in this 
American Republic, has thought it 
opportune to make particular ref- 
erence to the colored people of the 
United States, with his paternal 
apostolic affection and deep-felt in- 
terest, in his Encyclical letter to the 
Bishops of the American Church: 

Be it resolved, that the Twelfth 
Annual Convention of the National 
Catholic Interracial Federation here 
assembled at Detroit, Mich., re- 
spectfully petition the American 
Hierarchy, imploring them to estab- 
lish in conjunction with the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference an 
auxiliary or a department on the 
colored work so as to co-ordinate 
and systematize all the various in- 
dependent efforts now being made 
for the spiritual and social better- 
ment of colored Catholics, and thus 
put into operation a central pro- 
gram. 

Whereas, the powerful influence 
of the Press is being ruthlessly em- 
ployed by the enemies of God and 
His Church, to pollute and destroy 
the best in our Christian civiliza- 
tion; 

And whereas, their attack is aimed 
at, and concentrated on, the op- 
pressed and exploited minority 
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groups in America, especially the 
colored people, whose own news- 
papers make bold effort to combat 
the evils existing in the national life, 
but whose influence does not reach 
out far enough: 

Be it resolved, that this Twelfth 
Annual Convention of the National 
Catholic Interracial Federation here 
assembled at Detroit respectfully 
ask the various Bishops in whose 
dioceses there are colored Catho- 
lics, to allow articles on the colored 
Apostolate to appear, and the po- 
sition of the Catholic Church to- 

(Continued on page 203) 
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CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS 
Sacred Heart Church, Detroit, Mich., whose 
pastor, Rev. Henry Thiefels, C.S.Sp., was 

General Chairman of the 
Convention Committee 


RHAPSODY IN BLACK AND WHITE 


JosepH Lima, C.PP.S. 


@ Thoughts on Harmonious and Inharmonious Notes 
@ In the Symphony of the Human Race 


Today in this world of ours there 
is strife without limit. Wars are 
rampant, nations are at each other’s 
throats and seek to take all that 
comes within their grasp. One na- 
tion thinks that it is the chosen race 
of the world; still another thinks 
the same, and even the smaller na- 
tions claim this of themselves, but 
of course, in a more subdued voice. 

Many causes could be mentioned 
for this turmoil, but it is my opinion 
that we could narrow the reasons 
down to one thing: race prejudice. 

By race prejudice is meant, “any 
impulse, feeling, conviction, bias of 
will or thwarted reasoning that 
prompts a human being to practice 
an unkind, ungenerous, uncharitable 
thought or attitude toward any oth- 
er human being on account of race 
... or nationality; or that leads any 
one especially to favor the human 
beings of his own nationality (or) 
(ACR y sve 

Three quarters of a century ago 
we white men freed the Negroes. 
We gave them political freedom 
which they did not understand; 
physical freedom which they did not 
know how to use. They were ab- 
jectly poor and ignorant and we 
forced them to compete with the 
most progressive people on earth, 
the White Race. It was logical for 
the whites to see a threat in this mass 
of untaught millions, but our natur- 
al fear retarded their progress. 

Because the Negro was ignorant 
we took advantage of him. He was 
poor and we made him poorer by 


refusing him the means of liveli- 
hood, namely by discriminating 
against him. Why? Because he is 
black. 

But what has color to do with 
equality? Not a thing. Let us 
break up the human body into its 
constituent elements. What are our 
findings? 

The human body is composed of 
65% Oxygen, 18% Carbon, 10% 
Hydrogen, 3% Nitrogen, 1.5% 
Calcium, 1% Phosphorus, .35% 
Potassium, .25% Sulfur, .15% So- 
dium, .15% Chlorine, .05% Mag- 
nesium, .004% Iron, and smaller 
portions of Iodine, Fluorine and 
other elements. Just think, each hu- 
man body contains enough iron for 
one nail, as much sugar as there is 
in two lumps of sugar, as much oil 
as there is in seven bars of soap, as 
much phosphorus as there is in 2200 
matches, and as much magnesium as 
it would take to develop one pho- 
tograph. 

Can you imagine the monetary 
value of the human body? Its total 
chemical value is a little less than 
two dollars. “Oh, why should the 
spirit of mortal be proud?” 

But, you may say, the complete 
make-up of man has not been given. 
True, it hasn’t. This is only the 
material side of man. We have yet 
the spiritual phase of man to con- 
sider. 

What is the value of the soul, 
then? In the words of our Blessed 
Saviour, “What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world, and suf- 
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fer the loss of his soul?” “Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” Spiritually all men are worth 
more than the universe. All are in- 
finitely valuable. What cause, then, 
have we of the White Race to feel 
so far superior to the Negro? 

Many of us will say that the 
White Race is far superior intellec- 
tually to the Black Race. But I shall 
say that many, and indeed the 
majority of, white individuals are 
de facto, intellecutally superior, not 
to the Negro Race as a whole, but 
to the majority of colored individu- 
als, but only accidentally and not 
essentially so. 

A few outstanding examples of 
successful Negroes are Paul Robe- 
son and Clarence Muse, who are 
honored in the world of music; Dr. 
Mordecai Johnson and the late 
Dean Kelly Miller of Howard Uni- 
versity, acknowledged as great edu- 
cators; and one reads of the invalu- 
able work of Dr. Robert Weaver in 
the Department of the Interior. 
Then, too, there is the world-re- 
nowned scientist of Tuskegee Insti- 
tute, Dr. Carver. They as individu- 
als have risen above their class de- 
spite the opposition which our race 
continually placed before them. 


These individuals have proved that 
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the Negro given a chance can ac- 
complish what the white man has 
been accomplishing for centuries. 


Tomorrow and for all the tomor- 
rows that are to come will we al- 
ways condemn a race because it lived 
in savagery yesterday? No, let us 
rise above this narrow prejudice and 
treat them according to that code of 
the Americans, “treat all fair and 
square!” 

The Negro Race must solve its 
own problems, but we should not 
impede it in this mighty task, rather 
we must cooperate with it. They will 
march forward singly and not as a 
race, and as such we should deal 
with them. 


White men! Americans! There is 
a race beginning to stir beneath your 
feet and to demand a place in the 
sun — its place mind you, not yours. 


As a great organist does not play 
a beautiful symphony on black keys 
alone, nor does he play it on the 
white keys alone, but he combines 
both into one harmonious union, so, 
too, God did not make the human 
race of Blacks alone, nor did He 
make it solely of Whites, but He 
combined both into a harmonious 
union, the beautiful symphony of 


mankind. 
> af 


Letter to The Young Knights of St. Peter Claver 


Dear Knights: 


You stand for Catholic Action. You wish 
to cooperate with your Bishops and pastors 
in promoting the cause of Christ and His 
Church. May that spirit ever take deeper 
hold of you. 

However, if you want to do more for 
God, why not devote yourselves, your time 
and energy entirely to Him by becoming, 
some of you at least, Brothers in the Society 
of the Divine Word? We need more mem- 
bers from your ranks, men who will imitate 
your patron, St. Peter Claver, a religious of 


the Society of Jesus. 

At present, there is only one Knight in 
our Brotherhood, Brother Lawrence (Vincent 
Morton) of Meche Council No. 34, Grand 
Coteau, La. 

Which Council will next have the privilege 
and honor of seeing one of its Knights be- 
come a Brother? 

Any young Knight interested in our Broth- 
erhood should kindly write to: 

The Rev. Master of Brother Novices 
Saint Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


EXPOSED AT THE EXPOSITION 


CLARENCE J. Howarp, S.V.D. 


@ Catholic Week at the American Negro Exposition 
@ Made the Church Better Kn 


" 
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Exterior View of the Catholic Church Exhibit at the American Negro Exposition 


Yes, for eight whole weeks we 
strange creatures —- Negro Catho- 
lics, Negro Catholic priests and Ne- 
gro Catholic nuns — were exposed, 
exposed to the public gaze, exposed 
with an exposure more exposing 
than even the ingenious Judge 
Rutherford would have dreamed 
of! At last, the colored populace 
— and the white, too, for that mat- 
ter, for they came in almost equally 
large numbers — had a chance to 
find out for themselves what this 
Catholic Church is and just what it 
is doing for the Negro. And, be- 
lieve me, they found out PLEN- 
ry 

“Colored Sisters!” exclaimed one 
lady visitor to the Catholic booth 
when she beheld for the first time 
the display of photographs showing 
the three Negro Sisterhoods; and, 
in a stage whisper, she added to her 
companion: “I didn’t know there 


were any colored Sisters!” 

“Oh, yes there are,” volunteered 
one of the young lady attendants 
who was just waiting for such an 
opportunity. “And if you’ll turn 
around you will even see a colored 
priest standing behind you!” The 
good lady almost fainted. 

Of course, we had foreseen from 
the beginning the advantages of 
having a Catholic exhibit in the 
American Negro Exposition, sched- 
uled to be held in the Chicago Coli- 
seum from July 4 to September 2. 
But we had NOT foreseen that we 
would almost literally have to 
“crash the gate” in order to get in. 
Somebody evidently was not so anx- 
ious to have the Catholic Church 
“expose” itself to the Negro. And 
had there been a Catholic leader in 
Chicago less resolute than Archbish- 
op Samuel Alphonsus Stritch, the 
idea would have died ere it was born. 
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POPE PIUS XII AND AFRICAN BISHOPS 
whom he consecrated last year: Bishop Ki- 
wanuka (left) and Bishop Ramarosandrata- 
na. This picture was painted especially for 
the Catholic Exhibit by a non-Catholic Ne- 
gro artist of international fame, 
William Edouard Scott 


Tenacity of purpose, however, hap- 
pens to be one of the many attributes 
of His Excellency. 


When two priests and a layman 
had tried to make contact with the 
Exposition Headquarters to arrange 


for a Catholic exhibit and had fail- 


ed, the Archbishop called upon the 
pastor of St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Chicago, Father Bruno Drescher, 
S.V.D., to look after the matter per- 
sonally and not to give up until he 
had succeeded in making some kind 
of arrangements. Father Drescher 
succeeded in getting in touch with 
the special Committee on Religious 
Participation. 


When this Committee wanted to 
relegate the Catholic Church to an 
inconspicuous place among dozens of 
Protestant Churches in the so-called 
Hall of Religion (a “commodious” 
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booth about 10x30 ft.) Archbishop 
Stritch was adamant in his resolve 
to procure a separate and equally 
large booth for the Catholic exhibit, 
even though he would have to pay 
for it. So he assigned to the Rev. 
John F. Ryan, an Archdiocesan 
priest very much interested in hav- 
ing Catholic representation at the 
Exposition, the task of procuring 
suitable floor space in the Coliseum. 
Put off once, Father Ryan returned 
to the attack again and again and 
was finally able to rent the desired 
space but only at the price of $5 the 
square foot. 


When there was question of al- 
lowing a public birth control exhibit 
in the Coliseum, which would have 
automatically prevented Catholic 
participation in the Exposition, the 
Archbishop fought it until it was 
dropped. 

When those in charge of the Sun- 
day religious program assigned us 
to the same Sunday as the Baptists, 
and at the same time placed on the 
program a Protestant bishop, minis- 
ter and layman, but not one Catho- 
lic. Archbishop Stritch made ar- 
rangements to have a special Catho- 
lic Day which eventually developed 
into Catholic Week. 


Catholic Week was held at the 
Exposition from July 28 to August 
4. During this time the Archbishop, 
six Bishops, hundreds of priests and 
seminarians, Sisters and Brothers, 
and thousands of white and colored 
Catholics and non-Catholics attend- 
ed the Exposition and visited the 
Catholic exhibit. Archbishop Stritch 
had a letter read in all the Chicago 
Catholic churches, urging both white 
and colored Catholics to visit the 
Exposition and support the Catholic 
Week Program. I have heard sev- 
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eral disinterested non-Catholics re- 
mark later that the American Negro 
Exposition didn’t really get started 
until Catholic Week came along. 
Most Rev. William D. O’Brien, 
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, 
opened the Catholic Week Program 
at the Exposition with an address in 
which he said: 
“IT have heard it said the colored 
people don’t want col- 
ored priests. I don’t be- 
lieve it. I say that you 
should try to educate 
your sons to take their 
places in the ministry 
and your daughters to 
recruit the Negro Sis- 
terhoods, so that you 
can prove to the world 
that the spirit of Christ 
lives within you.... 
No matter what sacri- 
fice you have to make, 
make that sacrifice to 
give your children a 
good education, a high- 
school education, and 
more than that if you 
can. Do this, so that at 
the centenary observ- 
ance of the American 
Catholic Negro you will 
have come up all the 
way — you will be as 
great as any other race.” 


Mr. Truman K. Gib- 
son, Jr., Executive Di- 
rector of the Exposi- "im 
tion, Father Ryan, Di- 
rector of the Catholic 2am 
exhibit, and Civil Serv- § 
ice Commissioner Wen- 
del Green also spoke on 
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ization put on a Pageant of Progress 
and a boxing show in which both 
colored and white boxers took part. 
Most Rev. Bernard J. Sheil, D.D., 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and 
founder of the Catholic Youth Or- 
ganization, told of its important 
work among the colored. Ralph 
Metcalfe, former Olympic track 
star and now athletic coach of Xavi- 
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CHRIST DIED EVEN FOR THE NEGRO 


This painting was procured from the Josephite Fathers 
through Father John Gillard, S.S.J., Baltimore, Md. It was 
hung over the model altar in the Catholic Exhibit where it 
attracted much attention and was widely publicized in the 
press as the ercelleni work of an unknown Negro 


the opening program. 
Monday night the 
Catholic Youth Organ- 
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POPE PIUS XII AND AFRICAN BISHOPS 
whom he consecrated last year: Bishop Ki- 
wanuka (left) and Bishop Ramarosandrata- 
na. This picture was painted especially for 
the Catholic Exhibit by a non-Catholic Ne- 
gro artist of international fame, 
William Edouard Scott 


Tenacity of purpose, however, hap- 
pens to be one of the many attributes 
of His Excellency. 

When two priests and a layman 
had tried to make contact with the 
Exposition Headquarters to arrange 
for a Catholic exhibit and had fail- 
ed, the Archbishop called upon the 
pastor of St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Chicago, I‘ather Bruno Drescher, 
S.V.D., to look after the matter per- 
sonally and not to give up until he 
had succeeded in making some kind 
of arrangements. lather Drescher 
succeeded in getting in touch with 
the special Committee on Religious 
Participation. 

When this Committee wanted to 
relegate the Catholic Church to an 
inconspicuous place among dozens of 
Protestant Churches in the so-called 
Hall of Religion (a “commodious” 


booth about 10x30 ft.) Archbishop 
Stritch was adamant in his resolve 
to procure a separate and equally 
large booth for the Catholic exhibit, 
even though he would have to pay 
for it. So he assigned to the Rev. 
John FF. Ryan, an Archdiocesan 
priest very much interested in hav- 
ing Catholic representation at the 
Exposition, the task of procuring 
suitable floor space in the Coliseum. 
Put off once, Father Ryan returned 
to the attack again and again and 
was finally able to rent the desired 
space but only at the price of $5 the 
square foot. 

When there was question of al- 
lowing a public birth control exhibit 
in the Coliseum, which would have 
automatically prevented Catholic 
participation in the Exposition, the 
Archbishop fought it until it was 
dropped. 

When those in charge of the Sun- 
day religious program assigned us 
to the same Sunday as the Baptists, 
and at the same time placed on the 
program a Protestant bishop, minis- 
ter and layman, but not one Catho- 
lic, Archbishop Stritch made ar- 
rangements to have a special Catho- 
lic Day which eventually developed 
into Catholic Week. 

Catholic Week was held at the 
Exposition from July 28 to August 
4. During this time the Archbishop, 
six Bishops, hundreds of priests and 
seminarians, Sisters and Brothers, 
and thousands of white and colored 
Catholics and non-Catholics attend- 
ed the Exposition and visited the 
Catholic exhibit. Archbishop Stritch 
had a letter read in all the Chicago 
Catholic churches, urging both white 
and colored Catholics to visit the 
Exposition and support the Catholic 
Week Program. I have heard sev- 
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eral disinterested non-Catholics re- 
mark later that the American Negro 
Exposition didn’t really get started 
until Catholic Week came along. 
Most Rev. William D. O’Brien, 
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, 
opened the Catholic Week Program 
at the Exposition with an address in 
which he said: 
“YT have heard it said the colored 
people don’t want col- 
ored priests. I don’t be- 
eve it. I say that you 
should try to educate 
your sons to take their 
places in the ministry 
and your daughters to 
recruit the Negro Sis- 
terhoods, so that you 
can prove to the world 
that the spirit of Christ 
lives within you.... 
No matter what. sacri- 
fice you have to make, 
make that sacrifice to 
give your children a 
good education, a high- 
school education, and 
more than that 1f you 
can. Do this, so that at 
the centenary observ- 
ance of the American 
Catholic Negro you will 
have come up all the 


way — you will be as 
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great as any other race.’ 


Mr. Truman K. Gib- 
son, Jr., Executive Di- 
rector of the Exposi- 
tion, lather Ryan, Di- 
rector of the Catholic 
exhibit, and Civil Serv- 
ice Commissioner Wen- 
del Green also spoke on 
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ization put on a Pageant of Progress 
and a boxing show in which both 
colored and white boxers took part. 
Most Rev. Bernard J. Sheil, D.D., 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and 
founder of the Catholic Youth Or 
ganization, told of its important 
work among the colored. Ralph 
Metcalfe, former Olympic. track 
star and now athletic coach of Xavi 
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This painting was procured from the Josephite Fathers 
through Father John Gillard, S.S.J., Baltimore, Md. It was 
hung over the model altar in the Catholic Exhibit where it 
attracted much attention and was widely publicized in the 
press as the ercellen( work of an unknown Negro 


the opening program. 
Monday night the 
Catholic Youth Organ- 
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CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS EXHIBIT 
showing the principal Catholic magazines 
and papers published in the interest of the 

American Negro 
er University, New Orleans, La., 
received a great ovation when he 
spoke on what Catholicity means to 
him. 

On Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday nights and again on Sat- 
urday afternoon the members of 
Corpus Christi Parish dramatized 
the Way of the Cross. On Thurs- 
day afternoon there was an Indus- 
trial Forum and on Friday an Inter- 
racial Forum. Those taking part in 
the discussions were Fathers Thom- 
as Meehan, John Gillard and Har- 
old Kenney, Lawyer Eugene Mar- 
shall, Dr. Arthur G. Falls, and 
Messrs. Philip Blake and Austin 
Scott. 

St. Elizabeth’s Glee Club render- 
ed several musical programs and at 
different times during the week 
there was community singing. Mr. 
and Mrs. Herve Rachal and Mr. 


Elwood Smith, all of Xavier Uni- 
versity, gave several excellent musi- 
cal and dramatic selections. 

But the crowning event of the 
whole week was the Solemn Pontifi- 
cal Mass on Sunday, August 4. It 
was celebrated by the Most Rev. 
Richard O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of 
Natchez, who has the unique dis- 
tinction of having ordained more 
Negro priests than any other Bishop 
in the United States. 

The huge white altar was design- 
ed and built right in the Coliseum 
especially for the occasion by Negro 
architects and carpenters. A soft 
blue carpet was spread along the 
spacious center aisle of the Exposi- 
tion and led up to the altar. 


Archbishop Stritch preached the 
sermon at the Mass and in it he 
praised the progress of the Negro 
Race in the last 75 years, and at- 
tributed that progress to the spirit- 
uality of the American Negro. 


Besides Archbishop Stritch and 
Bishop Gerow, there were three 
other Bishops present for the Mass: 
Bishop James A. Griffin of Spring- 
field, Bishop Edward F. Hoban of 
Rockford, and auxiliary Bishop Al- 
bert L. Fletcher of Little Rock. 


The main floor of the Coliseum 
and the balconies were filled with 
people, both Catholic and non- 
Catholic. The Chicago New World 
estimates that there were almost 
10,000 persons present. And among 
all that huge crowd there were Ne- 
gro representatives from almost 
every walk of life, ministers, physi- 
cians, attorneys, educators, musicians, 
newspapermen, policemen, firemen, 
soldiers, artists, artisans, laborers, 
etc. 

Also there were Negro represen- 
tatives of the Catholic ministry and 
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religious life: there were two Ne- 
gro priests, two Negro seminarians, 
and four Negro Sisters. The two 
seminarians came up from Bay St. 
Louis, Miss., and two of the Sisters 
came from New Orleans, La., at the 
special request of the Archbishop. 

Catholic Week is over now and 
the American Negro Exposition is 
closed, but the thousands of people 
who witnessed this great spectacle 
and who studied the photographs 
and charts and displays of the 
Catholic exhibit have a clearer idea 
of the word “Catholic” than they 
ever had before. 

* 


NEVER SAY DIE! 
(Continued from page 196) 
wards them to be definitely stated. 

Whereas, it is the consensus of 
opinion that certain subversive forces 
in America are seeking to rally, 


among others, the colored citizens 
of this nation, including Catholics, 
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through the means of the Radio and 
the Press particularly; .. 

And whereas, the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men conducts an all- 
year program known as the “Catho- 
lic Hour” over the National Broad- 
casting Chain, which, although ad- 
mittedly is intended for all Catho- 
lics and non-Catholics also, might be 
used more specifically to further 
the colored Apostolate and to create 
better interracial understanding and 
good-will: 

Be it resolved, that this Twelfth 
Annual Convention ... respectfully 
petition the American Hierarchy, 
praying that they may use their sa- 
cerdotal authority in influencing the 
National Council of Catholic Men to 
provide programs on this “Catholic 
Hour” which would appeal not only 
to the colored Catholics, but to the 
nearly fourteen millions of men and 
women of African ancestry in the 
nation. (Continued on page 216) 


TWO OF THE TWENTY SCENES DEPICTING NEGRO PROGRESS 
painted for the American Negro Exposition by William Edouard Scott, a pupil of Tanner, 
and hung above the streamlined booths at intervals throughout Chicago’s huge Coliseum. 
Qn the left of the above picture the Fisk Jubilee Singers are shown as they appeared 
before Queen Victoria of England for a special concert. On the right is Marian Anderson 
singing at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington 


HURRICANE! 


Oh, give me a home by the sea, 
Where the wild waves are crested 
with foam — etc., etc., etc. 

Thus sang the enraptured bard. But 
on August 6, the date of the Southern 
hurricane, Sunnybank, our “home by 
the Bay,” saw its wild waves crested 
with foam; in fact, it saw the erstwhile 
well-behaved waters of the Gulf com- 
pletely surrounding the house. When 
one stepped off the porch, the wind- 
driven water could be heard pounding 
against the pier and the sea wall. ‘The 
pier succumbed to this terrific force and 
early in the morning was loosened and 
carried away on the surging tide. Noth- 
ing was left but the posts, bent and 
pushed aside. 

In some places the road out to Sunny- 
bank was impassable by car, for the tide 
was so high that the waves swept over 
the sea wall and into the adjoining 
fields. All low spots of land became 
temporary lakes. 

As the afternoon progressed, the wa- 
ters subsided and dry land appeared. 
The water did not rise again and in two 
days had dropped to its usual level. But 
the roadside was covered with boards, 
planks, pieces of wharves, posts and 
battered and destroyed boats, all of 
which told of the violence of the raging 
tide. 


CAT ISLAND BOUND! 


Once more away from home. This 
time out into the Gulf of Mexico. Thus 
the seminarians added another pleasant 
outing to their vacation schedule. The 
boat was operated by Mr. Ellis of 
Biloxi, who came all the way to Bay St. 
Louis for us. Once on the boat we 
headed straight out for Cat Island, one 
of a string of Islands just off the coast 
of Mississippi. 

It took about two hours to get there. 
A skiff and a canoe helped us all to get 
on land. There we explored, hunted, 
and otherwise enjoyed ourselves. It was 
a very fine day; the swimming was ex- 
cellent and the waters of the Gulf were 
fresh and invigorating. May such a day 
come again and again and again! 


FRATERS’ RETREAT 


A retreat of the House Faculty, 
which was privately conducted, was fol- 


lowed immediately by the Fraters’ re- 
treat. These spiritual exercises, which 
ended the summer’s vacation, were 
started on August 30 and lasted until 
September 8. The Fraters’ retreat Mas- 
ter this year was the Rev. Peter Oswald, 
S.V.D. His talks were very direct and 
forceful, delivered with a vim which a 
less sincere man would have found diffi- 
cult to muster. We feel sure that his 
words are bearing and will continue to 
bear lifelong fruit in the lives of the 
Fraters. 


PERPETUAL VOWS 


On September 8, the day of our 
Blessed Mother’s Nativity, five of our 
major seminarians were reborn to an 
everlasting religious life when they pro- 
nounced, before the eyes of all, their 
perpetual vows. Their names are: Fra- 
ters Leander Martin, Maxine Williams, 
George Wilson, Richard Winters, and 
Alexander Leedie. 

At the end of their retreat these Fra- 
ters, with lighted candles 
and papers of profession 
in their hands, proceeded 
to the sanctuary of the 
chapel. There, an inspir- 
ational address was deliv- 
ered by Very Rev. Father 
Provincial. He called to 
mind the meaning and im- 
portance of the sacrifice 
these Fraters were mak- 
ing, and the good example 
they were setting before 
the eyes of all. After 
this sermon the pronounc- 
ing of vows by the five 
seminarians took place. 
They all vowed poverty, 
chastity and obedience to 
God forever. It was tru- 
ly a big moment in their 
lives and an inspiring one 
for their fellow-Scholas- 
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tics, for the Brothers and students who 
were watching the ceremony. Holy 
Mass followed immediately after, and 
during it the five Fraters received Holy 
Communion. 


PRAYERS FOR PEACE 


The same day was the one chosen for 
nation-wide prayers for peace. At the 
Seminary the Blessed Sacrament was 
exposed from morning Mass until 5:00 
o’clock in the afternoon. In different 
groups throughout the day all the mem- 
bers of the Seminary knelt in adoration 
and prayed for the peace of the world, 


ROLL CALL 


Once more the students have returned 
to the portals of St. Augustine’s. They 
make a big difference in the life of the 
place, with their jumping, running, 
shouting and all. And too, an earnest- 
faced youngster is a beloved acquisition 
to any institution, especially if he be 
imbued with high and noble ideals as 


these boys are. How each State con- 
tributes this year, is seen from the fol- 
lowing listing: 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Illinois 

Missouri 


Nebraska 
Pennsylvania 
Indiana 
Washington, D, C. 
Alabama 

Florida 

Kentucky 
Mississippi 

North Carolina 


AMONG OUR BROTHERS 


Our community of Brothers is stead- 
ily growing. Besides the professed 
Brothers, we now have four postulants 
and six candidates. Our Brothers are 
truly the chosen of the Lord for their 
life is a simple one, one of prayer, work 
and healthful recreation, and above all 
blessed by God with innumerable graces. 

The new candidates who have entered 
the community are Jerome Paschal of 
Chicago, Hubert Evans of New Or- 
leans, Anthony Dorsey of Washington, 
D. C., and Ernesto Perez of Puerto 
Rico. These young men will keep the 
old place humming for awhile, I believe. 


Christmas Cards 


Beautiful cards expressing religious 


with the 


* 
21 CARDS WITH ENVELOPES $1.00 
7 
Order direct from: 
ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 


Proceeds will be used to help in the 
education of colored boys to the Priest- 


sentiment Christmas 


spirit. 


true 


‘RY TO PUT OUR MULE, GIBRALTAR, TO WORK 


doesn’t “phase” Gibraltar one bit pec 


“ Nebraska (2): 


FROM SIXTEEN STATES 


This is another banner year for 
St. Augustine’s Seminary. With an 
enrollment of 23 brand-new students 
(the second largest class in the his- 
tory of the Seminary) St. Augus- 
tine’s began the 1940-41 school year 
with 60 students studying for the 
priesthood, 11 in the Major Semi- 
nary and 49 in the Preparatory. 

These students have come to St. 
Augustine’s from 16 States and 2 
foreign countries, as follows: 
Alabama (2): Frater Edward Ad- 

ams and Leon Ellis 
Florida (1): Curtis Washington 
Illinois (4): Joseph Wiley, Clar- 

ence Wright, Edward Beguesse, 

Leon Collier. 

Indiana (2): William Dunn and 

James Kirk 
Kentucky (1): Joseph Patton 
Louisiana (21): Frater Leander 

Martin, Frater Harold Perry, 

Frater Matthew Skidmore, Thad- 

deus Boucree, Warren Carlson, 

Vernon Dauphin, Charles Felton, 

Mark Figaro, Joseph Francis, 

Frederick Honoré, Oliver Jos- 

eph, John LaBauve, Verlin Le- 

Doux, Joseph Méche, Alvarez 

Meyers, Leo Moore, Leonard 

Olivier, Aubry Osborn, Fred Per- 

ry, Letory Sayles, and Hubert 

Singleton 
Maryland (4): Melvin Richardson, 

Claver Richardson, Thomas Wil- 

son, and Paul Neale 
Massachusetts (1): Frater William 

Adams 
Mississippi (2): Frater Maxine Wil- 

liams and James Carter 
Missouri (3): Aloysius Allen, Lon- 
_- nie Farmer and Joseph Patterson 


Warren Anderson 
and Oscar Hodges 
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New Jersey (2): Fraters Richard 
Winters and Arthur Winters 
New York (5): Frater George Wil- 
son, Frater Alexander Leedie, 
Frater Thomas Jones, Ralph Fer- 
reira and Frank Robinson 

North Carolina (1): Vance Thorne 

Pennsylvania (2): Thomas Batch 
and Philip Wooby 

Texas (1): James Lewis 

Washington, .D.C. (1) William 
Brown 

Canal Zone, Panama (4): Carlos 
Lewis, Gerald Lewis, Kenneth 
Watson and Abraham Williams 

Jamaica, B. W. I. (1): Joseph 
Thomas 


NORTH AND SOUTH SHAKE 
Frater Matthew Skidmore of Bertrandville, 
La., and Frater William Adams of Boston, 

Mass., are classmates 


AN UNUSUAL CONFIRMATION 


AntuHony Bourcss, S.V. D., Lafayette, La. 


It was at lunch after the Confir- 
mation of 188 adults and children 
that Father Wells asked His Ex- 
cellency, Bishop Jeanmard of Lafa- 
yette, what is ordinarily done when 
one cannot come to the church to be 
confirmed. His Excellency an- 
swered: “We come to them.” 

A few days later found me speak- 
ing with the Bishop about the Con- 
firmation of one of our bed-ridden 
men converts. He is blind and has 
been all doubled up with arthritis 
ever since Immaculate Heart of 
Mary’s Parish was established six 
years ago. 

“Your Excellency,” I asked, 
“would you be so kind and come to 
confirm an old man of our parish, 
who is daily growing weaker?” 

“When should I come?” 
asked in turn. 

“At your convenience, Your Ex- 
cellency,” I replied. 

“Just about when?” He asked. 

Thinking a little, I said, “Perhaps 
this coming First Friday afternoon, 
since Father Woods will hear his 
confession and bring him Commun- 
ion, as is his wont each month.” 

Thereupon, the Bishop took down 
what appeared to be an ordo and be- 
gan writing this appointment. 

“And what is his name?” He in- 
quired. 

“Jules Benjamin,” I replied. 

His face beaming with a smile 
the Bishop said, “Why, that is my 
name!” 

“Your Excellency,” I added, “I 
trust you will not feel shocked, for 
this man, with his wife, daughter 
and an adopted child all live to- 
gether in a single poor room.” 


He 


“No, do not worry about that,” 
the Bishop answered. 

That First Friday afternoon the 
Bishop stopped at the rectory in his ~ 
car and I went with him to the home 
of Mr. Jules Benjamin. 

The Bishop had his cassock on. I 
noticed a large suitcase in the car. 
The chauffeur took this out and 
brought it into the one-room home. 
Some ladies of the Legion of Mary 
were there to help tidy the room. 
On a small table they had placed a 
clean cloth, a crucifix, lighted can- 
dles, lemons, bread, cotton, water, 
a pitcher and a small bowl with a 
towel. 

His Excellency addressed a few 
kindly words in French to the sick 
man. No sooner did the Bishop 
mention prayer than this bed-ridden, 
patient man started saying his pray- 
ers and continued them throughout 
the ceremonies. 

We agreed to give him the new , 
name of Joseph. 

The large suitcase is now opened. 
The Bishop puts on the amice, puts 
on his surplice and lastly his miter. 
Now the Bishop opens the big book 
(the same he used in the church to 
confirm the class of 188 last Sun- 
day) and reads the prayers and 
anoints Jules Benjamin with the new 
name of the new soldier of Jesus 
Christ: “Joseph, I sign thee with 
the sign of the cross and I confirm 
thee with Chrism of salvation, in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

Now His Excellency kneels on 
the floor of that humble home and 
prays aloud, slowly, calmly, and 
with apparent happiness. All are on 
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their knees — even Jules Joseph 
Benjamin’s Baptist wife — and all 
are answering the prayers of the 
Bishop along with the sick man. 

Now His Excellency arises and 
unvests, not hastily, but with that 
same calmness, dignity and tran- 
quillity which mark his actions in 
church. 

Before leaving the new soldier of 
Jesus Christ, the Bishop asks him to 
pray, especially that the world may 
have peace. And the old man, in 
turn, asks his Bishop to pray for 
him. 

His Excellency said to me after 
we left the house, “That man is pre- 
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TO BLESSED MARTIN:DE PORRES 


pared to go straight to heaven.” 

It made me feel so buoyed up to 
see the ease and sincerity and joy 
which His Excellency showed in this 
poor one-room home. I do not know 
for sure, but it seemed to me that he 
was more pleased to confirm this one 
soldier of Jesus Christ, Jules Jos- 
eph Benjamin, than the 188 of the 
Sunday before, amid a crowded 
church‘and festive solemnities. Does 
it not remind one of the Good Shep- 
herd, who rejoiced so much over 
that one sheep, nay even more than 
over the 99? 

God bless our Bishop, the good 
shepherd of his flock! 


(Feast Nov. 5) 
Maxine WI ttiaMs, S.V. D. 


®Blessedthe day that gave him birth— 
Tfet high heaven j join with earth, 
@arth join in; and sing his worth, 
Ging, O Angels, sing his praise, 
ying, O men, your sweetest lays. 
Fe ete at shining Star, 

o help us be what you are. 


artin, friend, of God and man — 

ll thru life, thru life’s dark span, 
feach us aid; we know you can; 
@each us how to work and pray 
“Ln life’s journey, day by day, 
QNever quitting Christ’s true way. 


During life you strove to please, 
@jven helping ’cross the seas. 


Morres, bathed in light Divine, 
h, your crown, how it does shine, 
ays portraying God’s design! 

face of Negroes, fellow-men — 


eeks your aid; help us ascend! 


oe who is God’s friend — 


NOVEMBER'S 


Nov.1— All Saints [ig 
One of the great 

pleasures which a 
procession provides is 

its variety of persons, 
decorations, etc. How 
glorious must be that 
procession of martyrs, 
confessors, virgins 

and countless Saints 

of all times and places 

as they sing the 
praises of the Most 
High God! Let us 
rejoice, for we, too, 
are one day to join 

them. Moreover, 

they are most anxious 

to help us, but we 
must ask them to do 

so. Thank God today 

for the honors He has 
given to. all 
Saints. 


Nov. 2 — All Souls 


God Himself tells us that “it is there- 
fore a holy and wholesome thought to 
pray for the dead, that they may be 
loosed from sins”? (2 Machabees 12:46). 
Realizing the infinite value of the Holy 
Mass, Mother Church allows each of 
her priests to say three Masses on this 
day. Offer your Masses and prayers 
today for the Poor Souls. 


Nov. 11 — St. Martin 


Although born in Hungary, this great 
Saint labored mostly in France. He 
was a Bishop and his sanctity was 
widely known. Christ Himself appeared 
to him in the very cloak which St. Mar- 
tin had given to a poor naked man. In 
France alone 3,660 churches are dedi- 
cated to St. Martin. Pray today for 
an increase of Christian charity. 


Nov. 15 — St. Albert the Great 


“OQ Mother, help me to learn philoso- 
phy!” St. Albert prayed as a young 
Dominican novice. And Mary obtained 
for him a most deep insight into phil- 
osophy. St. Albert was the teacher of 
the immortal genius, St. Thomas Aqui- 


His he sufferings of the Poor Souls in 
purgatory are eased and taken away 
by the Chalice of Jesus’ Precious 
Blood offered in the Mass 


SAINTS 


nas. Learn from St. 
Albert to turn to and 
trust in Mary in all 
trials of daily life. 


Nov. 21 — The 
Presentation 


This feast com- 
memorates Mary’s 
entrance into the 
Temple and her peri- 
od of retirement and 
solitude. In her soli- 
tude and humble 
prayer Mary rendered 
more glory to God 
than all the noisy 
feats of so-called 
great men. Pray to 


her today for the vir- 
tue of true humility. 


Nov. 22 — St. 

Cecilia 

Rome has given us 
many noble saints and 
martyrs but few that can surpass St. 
Cecilia. Although her parents made 
her marry a pagan, she preserved her 
virginity, and converted her pagan hus- 
band, Valerian, and his brother, Tibur- 
tius. All three were martyred. She is 
the patroness of music. Pray for the 
grace of fidelity to God in all things. 


Nov. 25 — St. Catherine 


18-year-old Catherine confounded 
pagan philosophers by her wisdom and 
converted many of them before her mar- 
tyrdom (4th century). 


Nov. 30 — St. Andrew 


Jesus gave St. Peter firmness of 
faith, St. John warmness of love, and 
St. Andrew love of the cross. Like 
Jesus, his Master, and Peter, his broth- 
er, St. Andrew was crucified. Em- 
bracing his cross he said: “O good 
cross, made beautiful by the Body of 
my Lord ... take me and restore me 
to my Master that by thee He may re- 
ceive me who by thee redeemed me.” 
Pray to St. Andrew for a true love of 
Jesus and the cross. 
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The Holy Spirit is in me. How 
strange, yet true. God’s ways are 
not our ways. How often He does 
what I would least expect Him to 
do. 

He sent His only Son to redeem 
me. Not satisfied with having done 
that, the Father did more. He sent 
the Spirit of His Son into my heart, 
crying: “Abba, Father.” 

Our Blessed Saviour solemnly 
declared: “He [the Holy Spirit] 
shall abide with you and be in you.” 


As long as a Christian (and I am 
a Christian) is in the state of sancti- 
fying grace he can truly say: “The 
Holy Spirit is in me.” I do not see 
Him, nor feel Him. He is hidden 
from my eyes as was Jesus when 
concealed in the chaste womb of 
Mary, His Virgin Mother. 


HE IS IN ME 


JosepH Buscu, S.V.D. 


And yet, I believe. “Faith for 
all defects supplying, where the 
feeble senses fail.” 


But does this truth of our holy 
Faith mean anything to me? If the 
Holy Spirit is in me: 

1) Then I am really great, a son 


of God, far more precious than the 
Temple of Jerusalem. 


2) I am united to Jesus Christ: 
“Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His” 
(Rom. 8:9). 

3) I should be grateful and give 
thanks to God for His unspeakable 
gift. 

4) I ought to show others by my 
good life that He is in me: “The 
fruit of the Spirit is charity, joy, 
peace, patience, benignity, goodness, 
longanimity, mildness, faith, mod- 
esty, continency and chastity” (Gal. 
5722). 

5) I am confident of a glorious 
resurrection: “And if the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you; He that raised 
up Jesus Christ from the dead, shall 
quicken [bring to life] also your 
mortal bodies, because of His Spirit 
that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11). 


Holy Spirit, abide with me and 


be in me! 


“Quote'and Unquote” 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


75 Years of Progress 


Seventy-five years, however, since 
slavery fled America before the cry, 
“No nation can live half slave and half 
free,” have wrought a great change. 
There is not a class of people in Amer- 
ica today who have made the progress, 
in that time, that has been made by our 
colored people. Unabsorbed, denied the 
associate strength and help of the melt- 
ing pot, they have by their own patient 
striving kept themselves American and 
Christian. 

The “I am coming — yes a-coming”’ 
of the old familiar song has been hum- 
med in the hearts of a multitude of 
colored men, women, boys and girls, 
during all these seventy-five years. And 
out of that hope, and that ambition, 
and that perseverance, there have come 
musicians and writers, doctors and 
lawyers, and inventors and teachers, 
and scientists, and consecrated nuns, 
and priests of God, and a great mass 
of people who love liberty, and law, and 
right living. 

Most Rev. Christopher E. Byrne, D.D. 
Bishop of Galveston, Texas 


* 
Loyal Americans 


In time of grave peril a black man’s 
valor is as useful as a white man’s brav- 
ery. The first World War gave Amer- 
ican Negroes an opportunity to prove 
beyond a doubt their right to wear the 
uniform and their willingness to die for 
their country. 

But what the Negroes cannot under- 
stand is why ordinarily they are not 


permitted to wear the uniform and live 
for their country in other than servile 
capacities in the American armed 
forces. It is a fact that no Negro may 
enlist in the United States Army or 
Navy except in positions of servitude. 
... It’s tough to be a Negro in a coun- 
try which won’t even let him die for it 
like a man. 


The conscription bill, however, has 
no Mason and Dixon Line drawn 
across it, at least theoretically. But isn’t 
it putting it on a bit thick to expect Ne- 
groes enthusiastically to defend a way 
of life which denies to them the fullness 
of manhood and the plenitude of citi- 
zenship? It is a tribute to the loyalty 
of our Negroes that they are not only 
willing but anxious to give their lives 
that this government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people may not 
perish from the earth, even though it 
treats them as stepchildren. 

The Colored Harvest 


Baltimore, Md. 
* 


Inconsistency 


Probably the main grievance the Ne- 
gro has against Catholicism is our in- 
consistency. Catholic education is es- 
sential but the doors of many of our 
institutions of higher learning particu- 
larly, while open to non-Catholics and 
Jews, are closed to our colored brethren. 

Rt. Rev. Thomas McDonnell 
in The Colored Harvest 
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Dream Comes True 


For some time the genial and re- 
sourceful Father Francis Baltes, pastor 
of Holy Ghost Mission, Jackson, Miss., 
had been planning a new high school 
which would meet all the requirements 
of the Mississippi State Board of Edu- 
cation. On Sunday, September 15, he 
saw the fulfilment of his ambition when 
the Most Rev. Richard O. Gerow, D.D., 
Bishop of Natchez, solemnly blessed the 
newly completed Holy Ghost High 
School in the presence of many neigh- 
boring priests and of the people of 
Jackson. 


The praise which His Excellency be- 
stowed so generously on the pastor was 
well deserved, for the new high school 
is a substantial building, built according 
to the specifications of the State School 
Board and containing the latest labora- 
tory and library equipment. 

How anxious his parishioners were 
to help Father Baltes’ dream come true 
is shown by the fact that much of the 
skilled work was done free of charge 
by men of the parish after they had 
done their own full day’s work some- 
where else. 


The school children appreciated this 
new addition to the large Mission plant, 
for on the day after the dedication they 
enrolled in large numbers. Over sev- 
enty high-school students were seen by 
the writer, proudly occupying the desks 
in their new airy and cheerful class- 
rooms, all of them anxious to receive a 
Christian education from the self-sacri- 
ficing Sister Servants of the Holy 
Ghost (Blue Sisters). 
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With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 


May this new school be blessed by 
Almighty God and turn out many a 
graduate, who will meet successfully 
the requirements of life. — J. F. E. 


Storm Works Havoc 


Pointe-a-la-Hache, La. — The most 
serious storm and flood disaster since 
1915 struck Pointe-a-la-Hache on Au- 
gust 6. In the swamps the water rose 
to nine feet, while around the church 
and rectory it reached almost five feet. 


Many of the people left their homes 
to find safety elsewhere. The water en- 
tered almost every house, rising only a 
few inches in some cases, but to four 
feet in others, ruining furniture and 
clothes. The Red Cross distributed re- 
lief, but there was still much suffering. 


Father Theodore Koeller and Father 
Jerome Haines remained at their Mis- 
sion station, although both church and 
rectory were surrounded by the swirling 
and muddy waters of the Mississippi 
River. The water, however, entered 
neither the church nor the rectory ; both 
are built on comparatively high ground 
— though it did come up to the steps 
of the church and over the porch of the 
rectory. 


The Plaquemines Gazette had the fol- 
lowing item concerning our two Mis- 
sions at City Price and West Pointe- 
a-la-Hache on the west bank of the 
Mississippi : 

“Strange to say, there was no water 
across the river where the Fathers main- 
tain two churches for the colored. But 
the salt water, driven from the bayous, 
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FORTUNATELY SITUATED ON HIGHER GROUND 
And even at that the water later came up to the steps of St. Thomas’ Church at 
Point-a-la-Hache, La., during the August flood 


destroyed two-thirds of the crops. Trap- 
ping, too, has been harmed to a great 
extent. Many people depend upon 
trapping for their livelihood. 

“After the storm many people were 
heard saying: ‘I thank the Lord it was 
not worse. He spared my life and I 
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thank Him for that!” 

The Fathers will welcome gifts, es- 
pecially of clothes, with which to help 
their poor people. Just address dona- 
tions to Rev. Theodore Koeller, $.V.D., 
St. Thomas’ Church, Pointe-a-la-Hache, 
Louisiana 


THE TURBULENT WATERS OF THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI 
surround the home of Fathers Koeller and Haines a few miles below New Orleans 


CHILDRENS 
e 


Dear Boys and Girls: 


I thought that I would be able to 
print a whole page full of Tongue- 
Twisters this time because of the big 
Tongue-Twister Contest which we 
started off last time. But unfortunately 
I had to send this in to the printer be- 
fore I had a chance to get any answers 
from the boys and girls. 


I am sure that you have lots of 
Tongue-Twisters in the back of your 
heads, only you have not had time yet 
to write them down and send them in 
to me. When you do, don’t forget to 
sign your name and address and write 
your age and grade. 


The best Tongue-Twister each month 
is going to win a whole year’s subscrip- 
tion to St. AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER, 
and all the others will win a free copy. 


However, here are some Tongue- 
Twisters which were sent in before the 
contest started and which really gave 
me the idea of starting a Tongue- 
Twister Contest. WARREN WASHING- 
Ton, 7th Grade, LAFAYETTE, La., sent 
in these 


TONGUE-TWISTERS 


Surly Shirley sold silly shilly shally Sally 
some shiny satin slippers. 

Susan shineth shoes and socks, socks and 
shoes shineth Susan; Susan ceaseth shining 
shoes and socks, for socks and shoes shock 
Susan. 

Shook’s Snapshot Shop shall show some 
snappy snapshots soon. 
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Even though these were not entered 
in the contest, I think we ought to give 
Warren the first free year’s subscrip- 
tion; don’t you? Sure! Well, here 
goes: Warren, you will get St. Aucus- 
TINE’S MESSENGER free every month 
until next November. Now, let’s see 
some other boy or girl try to win. 


LETTERS 


Dear Father Howard: 


I had been planning to write you, but by 
my preparing for school I was rather busy. 
Now that school is open I am very, very 
busy, trying hard to be satisfactory from 
the first day until the last. However, I was 
determined to write you tonight before get- 
ting my schoolwork, telling you of the show- 
er the Junior Daughters held in honor of 
Marjorie Burney. 

The shower was very successful. All the 
girls, knowing she was going to become a 
nun, brought different things which she could 
use. 

How happy we were to see our first Junior 
Daughter leave to go to New Orleans on 
Sunday, September 8. All the Junior Daugh- 
ters went to the depot to see her off. Also 
a very large number of her friends and the 
Sisters of Holy Rosary Institute were there. 

Please pray for the Junior Daughters of 
Court 76, and that a few more will become 
Sisters; I, too, if it is God’s Will. Your de- 
voted friend, 

Dorothy Mouton 
Lafayette, Louisiana 


Dorothy, it made me very happy to 


receive your letter and to learn about 
Marjorie’s going to the convent to be- 
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come a Sister. You and IJ will have to 
pray for her that she may persevere, 
and meanwhile I am going to slip in a 
little prayer for Court 76 and especially 


for one little Junior Daughter named 
Dorothy. 


Dear Father Howard: 


I got the ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSEN- 
GER and my sister read the CHILDREN’S 
CORNER to me. You were right about go to 
church every Sunday. 


How much would it cost to get a maga- 
zine every month? Write back and tell me. 


Here is a picture when I was small. This 
is all. 
Roland Wells 
Liberty, Texas 


Roland, that’s certainly swell of you 


to send me a picture of yourself. You 
say that was taken when you were 
small. I am sure that wasn’t so long 
ago. ST. AUGUSTINE’s MESSENGER is 
$1.00 a year, but if you get in the 
Tongue-Twister Contest, you might get 
it a whole year for nothing. 


x 
RIDDLE 


Raymond Phillips, 7th Grade 
Lafayette, Louisiana 


My first is in GENTLEMAN but not 
in stranger ; 

My second is in RUIN but not in old; 

My third is in RUN but not in you; 

My fourth is in CHOP but not in shot; 

My fifth is in POINT but not in ink; 

My sixth is in BUTLER but not in 
brother ; 

My seventh is in SENTENCE but not 
in words. 

(When the correct letters from the 
capitalized words are put together they 
will spell the name of a famous Presi- 
dent of the United States. Answer 
next month. ) 


Last Month’s Answer: ALPHABET. 


FOR THE MISSIONARIES 


Ruth Schewe, 8th Grade 
Covington, Kentucky 


Young Jane Tieple was sitting in the 
old, oak rocking chair by the open 
hearth reading a biography of Washing- 
ton. After a while she stopped reading ; 
got up and laid the book in the chair. 
The girl seemed to be dumbfounded by 
the thought of the greatness of Wash- 
ington. 

“How I wish I could do something 
to become great,” she whispered out 
loud. 


She walked to the window and peered 
out. 


“What a storm!” she thought, “I 
wonder what the poor priests down 
South are doing on such a horrid night.” 


Outside the wind was howling furi- 
ously. The rain was blowing in sheets 
against the house. 


Jane walked away from the window; 
crossed the room and went to her own 
little room. She thought: 


“I'll have to wait up for mother and 
dad, so while I have a few idle moments 
I’ll say a Rosary for the poor, suffer- 
ing missionary priests in the South.” 


As she knelt by her little statue pray- 
ing, her mother came into the room. 
When she heard her Jane jumped to 
her feet and said, 


“Why, Mother, I thought you were 
at the show.” 


“T was, dear,” answered the mother, 
“but what are you doing kneeling on 
the floor?” 


“I’m just saying a Rosary for the 
poor missionary priests, Mother.” 


? 


“That’s very nice of you, Jane. I 
am sure they will appreciate it, and to- 
night I will say a Rosary for them, 
also.” : 


When Thanksgiving comes around 
don’t forget to pray for the poor people 
of the Colored Missions that they may 
have something for which to be thank- 
ful, too; and whisper a prayer for me. 


FATHER Howarp, §S.V.D. 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 


Held at St. Augustine’s Seminary — November 1-9 
Intention: For the Souls in Purgatory 


Dear Friends: 


“What you are now, I was; and what I 
am now, you may be.” So can each of the 
Poor Souls in the den of unquenchable fire 
say to us who are yet treading this earth of 
exile, and perhaps spending a careless life, 
not thinking of the life after death — of the 
Great Beyond. 

What do the Souls suffer in purgatory? 
It is beyond human comprehension to tell. 
All we know is that if all the miseries of the 
world which meet our eyes were put together 
and multiplied a thousand times, they would 
be nothing, absolutely nothing, compared to 
the pain and sufferings those Poor Souls must 
endure. The only difference between the suf- 
ferings in purgatory and those in hell is that 
the latter are eternal while the former are 
temporal. 


As the greatest suffering of those con- 
demned forever in hell is that they are de- 
prived of seeing God, so the greatest suffering 
of those in purgatory is that they do not see 


God. That is what makes the hours seem 
so long, the days so laborious, the months so 
tedious, the years almost eternal. One hour 
of suffering in purgatory is more intense than 
a lifetime of the greatest suffering and pain 
on earth. 

Why do they suffer? For the same thing 
which you are doing now, perhaps: for the 
waste of time, improper conduct at home and 
away, or for a thousand other failings and 
sins. These were not grave enough to con- 
demn them to hell; but before admitting them 
to heaven, Divine Justice demands that they 
be cleansed in the purging flames. 

These Poor Souls can no longer help them- 
selves, they call to you for help. Will you 
refuse them? One day you and all of us may 
be in the same plight, so let us do unto them 
as we would have others do unto us when we 
are in the same state. 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP, 
MOTHER OF THE MYSTICAL BODY, 
HELP THESE THE SUFFERING MEM- 
BERS. 


Join us in this Novena. Pray together with us during these nine 
days. Send in your intentions and they will be included in the prayers 
of the Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers and Students. 


Mail your intentions to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


NEVER SAY DIE! 
(Continued from page 203) 


Resolved, that, in view of the 
fact that the Christian education of 
our YOUTH is so dear to the heart 
of the Holy Father, as well as to 
the Bishops of America, and fur- 
ther because this is a burning ques- 
tion in the mind of colored Catho- 
lics, who are desirous of fulfilling 
their obligation to the Church but 
are prevented from doing so by a 
lack of proper educational facilities, 
we therefore respectfully petition 
the American Hierarchy, asking 
them to use their powerful influence 
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throughout their dioceses to provide 
for the educational needs of the col- 
ored Catholic children therein. 


Be it further resolved, that ways 
and means be devised to provide a 
National Organizer, whose duty 
shall be to set up new chapters of 


the National Catholic Interracial 
Federation, which will make the 
Federation a more potent factor in 
fostering the spiritual, social, edu- 
cational, and industrial betterment 
of the colored people, and also bring 
about a better understanding be- 
tween races, and more cooperation 
between employer and employee. 


Do You Wish a Perpetual Memento? 


@ Whether for yourself, or for those 
near and dear to you, living or dead 
— for a departed brother, sister, 
mother, father, husband or wife, son 
or daughter, or friend, there is no 
nobler way of commemorating the 
intimate ties binding you than by giv- 
ing the precious gift of a chalice to 
one of our missionaries at the front. 
Daily, even after death, will you or 
your dear ones be remembered in the 
grateful prayers of God’s priest at His 
altar. 


$25 will buy a chalice and cover all 
the expenses of packing, insuring, 
shipping to one of our mission fields. 
Won't you consider our missionaries 
when you come to set aside a gift for 
remembering your dear ones in this 
beautiful way? 

Our address ts: 


FATHER BRUNO, S.V. D. 
Mission Procurator TECHNY, ILL. 


Your Season’s Greetings 


will breathe the real spirit of Christmas if written on tasteful 


Christmas Cards 


on which the religious motif predominates 
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We have just what you want: 


* Exquisitely designed cards * In beautiful colors 
* Of delightful variety * With envelopes to match 


— And they are SO inexpensive, too! 
91 CARDS WITH ENVELOPES 1 00 
PACKED NEATLY IN A BOX a 
TRY A BOX THIS CHRISTMAS — MAKES A SPLENDID GIFT, ALSO. 


ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED 


order from 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


You buy cards anyway — why not buy ours and help the Seminary? 


PUBLICATION OFFICE 
TECHNY, ILLINOIS 


@ 
ST. 


AUGUSTINE’S 
,EMINAR Y 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MISS. 


Vol. XVIII, No. 11 


DECEMBER 1940 


YES, SNOW IS JUST IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS WEATHER 


But, we Southern Missionaries would be satisfied with just Christmas 
(without snow) 


Here is a distinctive 


hristmas Gift! 


FOR YOUR FRIENDS: 


A Year's Subscription to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 


is sure to please 
and at the same time will bring much-needed help 
to our poor Colored Missions in the South 


— i a ee 


Just send a postal money order or check together with the names and addresses 
of your friends and we will do the rest . 


A personal, typewritten letter to each of your friends for 
whom you subscribe — informing them of your gift — 

A card of acknowledgment to you 

And a press-fresh copy of a worthwhile magazine delivered 
right to the door by the postman each month (except July) 


This coupon is for your convenience 


ORDER NOW 


The Editor : . 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER at these Special Prices: 

Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi good until December 31 

I am enclosing $........ Se for 

Deedee ats one-year subscriptions to be sent ee 

with my compliments to the following: 1 one-year subscription ..... $1.00 
2 one-year subscriptions ..... $1.75 

PICINGING: . 5 Sob s-asa he kalad oss nang seeeraen rev 
3 one-year subscriptions ..... $2.50 


5 one-year subscriptions ..... 


eeceeerereeree ee eee ee oe es WIUUW «ce we ee ee oe 


bof 6.4 1050 8 Sere Se Cee B68 + 6% 6/0 Sr b00%816 Send orders directly to 


POY CBS oe Ss coke eters lane icin wate tea bre Bee aie The Editor 

GHG: oc r5 Gc Re Ratan ae’ ot ae Rp ST. AUGUSTINE’S MESSENGER 
Bay Saint Louis 

DO IRMING Dec eoae tee ra reer eaee ieee 


Mississippi 


6.0.60" 6) 6) D6 abe BOS OO Oe 6° 9.10 64, 5,415 066 


Give the gift 
That will last ’til next Christmas! 


cee eee eee eee ee ee eee WIVEUD « ee we ew ew ew ow 


THOME 55. ea Cees Re OT EHR 


PCORE 5 85.555 886 IRA eR eae 


(For additional names use blank paper) 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF NEGRO CLERGY 


A Catholic Negro magazine, published monthly, 
ercept July, at Techny, Illinois, by St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. Sub- 
scription $1.00 a year. Proceeds are used for the 
education of colored students for the priesthood. 


Entered as second-class matter January 1, 1940, 
at the post office at Techny, Illinois, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


Editor: CLARENCE J. HOWARD, S.V.D. 
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Christmas 


Christmas is the most beautiful 
and most pleasing of all the feasts 
of the year. The very atmosphere 
breathes peace and love and happi- 
ness. Staid maturity as well as 
exuberant youth catch the Christmas 
spirit and go about spreading it by 
cheery word and thoughtful deed. 

What a pity this spirit will be 
missing over such a large part of 
the world this year! Thank God 
that the real Christlike Christmas 
spirit can still be ours here in Amer- 
ica this year, and whisper a prayer 
that it may soon find its way into 
the hearts of war-torn Europe, Asia 


and Africa. 


Anniversaries 


On October 8 of this year the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, 
whose Provincial House is at Read- 
ing, Ohio, celebrated the Hundredth 
Anniversary of their coming to 
America. 


A few days later, beginning 
October 17, the Mission Helpers of 
the Sacred Heart celebrated the 
Golden Jubilee of their founding 
(1890) at their Motherhouse in 
Towson, Md. 


Yet another few days in the same 
month, October 20, and the Sisters 
of Providence of St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods, Ind., observed the Cente- 
nary of their establishment in 
America. 

These congregations have done 
much and are still doing much for 
Catholic education and the welfare 
of the youth of the land, and all 
three have Sisters engaged in the 
Negro Apostolate. 


St. AucGustinEe’s MESSENGER 
wishes to congratulate the Sisters of 
Notre Dame, the Mission Helpers 
and the Providence Sisters on the 
work they have accomplished and 
to wish them success and God’s 
blessing on their present and future 
undertakings. 


NOTICE: Since there was no September issue of St AUGUSTINE’s MEs- 
SENGER the subscriptions of all those who were subscribers at that time will be 
extended one month after the date of their expiration. 


THE MISSION FIELD IN CHICAGO 


Joun J. Tuitces, S.V. D. 


@ Some Problems of the Work in Chicago 
@ Reviewed by One Who Worked There a Number of Years 


The twentieth century, so remark- 
able for its scientific achievements 
and vast social and religious changes 
throughout the world, has brought 
a new interest in the religious wel- 
fare of the American Negro. The 
breaking down of racial prejudice 
has resulted in a more friendly at- 
titude towards the American Negro 
on the part of American Catholics. 
Simultaneously, the deep interest of 
American Catholics in Foreign Mis- 
sions which the twentieth century 
brought us has awakened new zeal 
in the hearts of priests and Sisters 
in the Home Missions; because they 
saw that the most neglected indi- 
vidual in the Home Mission field is 


the American Negro. 

Ever since the year 1619 when 
Dutch merchants brought the Negro 
from the western coast of Africa to 
the shores of America, the Negro 
has presented a religious as well as a 


social problem. When he was put 
to work in the tobacco, sugar and cot- 
ton fields, he began to learn the rudi- 
ments of civilization 
and gained a foothold 
economically. How- 
ever, his religious ed- 
ucation was, on the 
whole, sadly neglected. 

The American Cath- 
olic clergy was then 
small in number, and 
gave its best efforts to 
the religious welfare 
of the immigrant from 
Europe. We now see 
the great mistake 


218 


which was made. A few hundred 
missionaries could then have done 
great things for the religious uplift 
of the American Negro in the South. 

With the exception of Louisiana, 
the South was Protestant, and it was 
but natural for the Negro to follow 
the religious tradition of his white 
owner. It was here that the Negro 
imbibed his religious instruction and 
was cast into the religious vortex 
of Protestant denominations. When 
migrating to the North, he brought 
his religious prejudices along with 
him. 

Although Chicago had a large 
Catholic population, the Negro upon 
his arrival clung to his own religion 
and ignored Catholicism. To under- 
stand the difficulties under which the 
Catholic apostolate labors among 
the Negroes of Chicago, we must 
not forget the religious past of the 
Negro in the Southland. 

Let us next consider a few statis- 
tics. The number of Negroes in the 
U.S. is estimated at 13,000,000. 


Children of Chicago’s South Side enjoy a picnic in the park 
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HIGH RENTS AND MISERABLE LIVING QUARTERS 
are what the colored residents of some sections of Chicago have to cope with 


Among these there are about 5,000,- 
000 Protestants and about 300,000 
Catholics. The same estimate gives 
7,750,000 unchurched Negroes. The 
number of Catholic priests devoting 
their lives to the conversion of the 
Negro in the U.S. is estimated at 
300, and the number of Sisters at 
1,100. During the past fifty years 
there has been a strong exodus of 
the Southern Negro to the North. 
Economic opportunity and greater 
social liberty were perhaps the great- 
est factors in enticing the Negro to 
the North. Today we find about 
327,000 Negroes living in New 
York City; 233,000 in Chicago, 
219,000 in Philadelphia; and 132,- 
000 in Washington. 

The number of Catholic Negroes 
in Chicago today is estimated at 
14,000. The official report for 
1938-1939 gives 759 adult converts, 
and 314 infant Baptisms for the cur- 
rent year. During the same year 
2,554 Catholic and Protestant chil- 
dren were taught in the Colored 


Catholic schools of Chicago. This 
is indeed a splendid record for the 
twenty-five years of missionary ac- 
tivities among the Negroes of Chi- 
cago. 

Foremost among the great pio- 
neers in this important mission work 
were the Divine Word Fathers, and 
especially the Reverend Joseph Eck- 
ert, S.V. D., who together with his 
several assistants brought 3,000 con- 
verts into the Catholic Fold. Later 
on the Franciscan Fathers entered 
the same mission field with enthu- 
siasm and success, and likewise the 
Jesuit Fathers. At present a new 


‘parish is being established under the 


management of the secular clergy. 
The future of the Negro aposto- 
late in Chicago looks bright. How- 
ever, there are also formidable ob- 
stacles to be overcome in this particu- 
lar field of Catholic mission work. 
Foremost among these difficulties is 
the depressed economic condition of 
the Chicago Negro. Unemployment 
is today one of the worst handicaps 
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of the Chicago Negro. Close ob- 
servation of the men in the Negro 
districts in Chicago seems to suggest 
that the majority is unemployed, 
while female labor is woefully un- 
derpaid. 

The result of this wholesale un- 
employment is malcontent, poverty 
and malnutrition. A large percent- 
age of the Chicago Negro is found 
on the relief rolls, and if we consider 
that the monthly allowance of relief 
people is very low, we see how crime 
and disease and Communism must 


here find a fertile field. 


Living conditions, too, among the 
Negroes on the South Side are sim- 
ply frightful. On the whole, rents 
are higher there than in white dis- 
tricts, and if we consider that the 
majority of the people are very 
poor, we may imagine how they are 
unable to live in decent circumstanc- 


es. Imagine a family of four to six 
persons living in a single room, and 
you will know that their religious 
life must suffer. 


The average Negro in the Chica- 
go area is the victim of social injus- 
tice. He is oppressed and defeated 
by circumstances over which he has 
no control. The result is that crime, 
vice and disease are often his com- 
panions. As Mr. Calvin says: “The 
pressure of prejudice is so great on 


Negroes in America that they wel-* 


come help and support from any 
source, even from the Communists. 
But it is good to note that some con- 
servatives, like the Catholics, have 
at last awakened to the fact that it 
is poor policy to allow the Negro to 
turn, in desperation, to subversive 
influences for relief, when a more 
sane and intelligent interracial policy 
of their own would do much to re- 
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move or soften the disabilities un- 
der which the Negro labors” (Jn- 
terracial Review, March, 1938, 
p. 43). 

The second great obstacle to the 
wholesale conversion of the Chicago 
Negro is his own religious prejudice. 
As we have seen, the greater number 
of the American Negroes are un- 
churched. This does not mean that 
the American Negro lacks the re- 
ligious instinct. On the contrary, 
his nature is deeply religious. He 
wants to worship God and become 
a member of Christ’s Church. 

However, the churches which he 
knows have become his stumbling- 
block. Asa Protestant Deacon of a 
colored church in Chicago recently 
said to me, it is the many churches 
which are the cause of the religious 
trouble; there should be but one 
Church for all. 


According to recent research into 
the conditions of the Chicago Negro, 
a great religious revival is now visi- 
ble in Chicago. However, if we 
study this great religious revival, we 
fail to see any religious progress of 
the Chicago Negro. It is rather the 
breakdown of Protestantism. These 
new sects and churches further di- 
vide the Protestant religion, and 
totally confuse the mind of the hon- 
est inquirer. 

Prominent Negroes, endowed 
with the gift of speech, will sudden- 
ly hear the call of God to the minis- 
try. It was the call of the Holy 
Spirit, Who, they think, spoke to 
them, commanded them to preach 
the Gospel, and anointed them to go 
forth and found a new church. They 
fail to understand that such a mission 
usually proceeds from their own 
spirit. Or again it is the struggle 
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DOZENS OF CHURCHES LIKE TEIS 
have sprung up in Chicago in recent years. 
A self-appointed preacher begins holding 
services in an empty store or basement like 
the above, and after a while he has enough 
members and enough backing to move to 

more commodious quarters 


for existence which determines the 
vocation of these self-appointed 
ministers. One of these frankly told 
me that it was financial opportunity 
which prompted him to open a tent 
mission during the summer. 


Many honest Negroes bitterly re- 
gret this endless division of religion. 
Somehow or other, they realize that 
as there is only one God and one 
Saviour and one mankind, so there 
should be but one Church for all 
nations. Recalling the words of St. 
Paul speaking of “One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Fa- 
ther of all,” they naturally long to 
find peace in the one true Church. 
But where will they find this 
Church? The churches themselves 
have destroyed the concept of re- 
ligious unity. Hence thoughtful 
Negroes seek the unity of the spirit. 
One of these whom I had asked con- 


cerning the true Church of Christ 
pointed to herself and said: “Here 1s 
the Church of Christ.” She thought 
it was her own heart, and that she no 
longer needed the church to live in 
union with God. 

To the close observer the Chicago 
Negro area seems to be a veritable 
paradise for founders of new church- 
es. In this connection, South State 
Street is probably in the lead. Be- 
ginning with 26th Street and going 
as far south as 63rd Street, you can 
count 62 different churches. Is not 
this a strong proof for the religious 
interest of the Chicago Negro? It 
is a still better proof of his sheer 
helplessness in finding the true 
Church of Christ. Protestant de- 
nominations are hopelessly divided, 
and this division into new sects pro- 
ceeds by leaps and bounds. 


The names of these 62 Protestant 
churches, if they deserve the name 
of churches, are bound to provoke 
laughter in thinking persons. The 
following list gives us some of the 
highlights of the religious Babel in 
State Street: St. John Christian 
Spiritual Church; Holiness Com- 
munity Temple; St. Joseph’s Full 
Gospel Spiritual Church; Holy 
Mount Zion Pentecostal Assembly; 
The First Church of Gifts; Apostolic 
Faith Church; Calvary Pentecostal 
Assembly; St. Paul Divine Healing 
Church; Calvary Missionary 
Church; Lily of the Valley Church; 
Prophetical Spiritual Church; Glean- 
er Prayer Room; Purple Rose Mys- 
tical Temple, etc. 

Thus we see that the idea which 
the average Negro Protestant enter- 
tains concerning the unity of Christ’s 
Church is very defective. The writ- 

(Continued on page 239) 
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Ae THESE CHILDREN COULD NOT ATTEND A CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
if it were not for this bus and another one like it which daily go, one 15 miles and the 


other 30 miles, into the outlying rural districts to bring them in to 
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Father Mulroney’s school in Natchez 


Chasing Along the Old Natchez Trace 


@ The County Wouldn't ee Transportation for Negro Pupils 
@ So a Poor Missionary Had To Do It 


There are many tales told in the 
South about the Old Natchez Trace, 
a highway leading into the present 
city of Natchez; blood and thunder 
tales of travelers waylaid by high- 
waymen and cutthroats hiding in 
the thick woods and dense under- 
brush which once lined miles and 
miles of the old dirt road. 

But the Old Natchez Trace is a 
modernized, hard-surfaced high- 
way today, and the pounding of 
horses’ hoofs and the rumbling of 
creaking old stagecoaches have giv- 
en way to the swish of rubber-tired 
wheels and the purr of high-pow- 
ered motor cars which dash along 
at dizzy speeds. 

Walking or riding (depending 
on how lucky one is) along the 


Natchez Trace on any school-day 
morning one may see two big 
orange-colored busses, loaded down 
with schoolchildren, chasing mer- 
rily along the Trace towards town. 
And if one should (accidentally or 
by design) happen to be in the same 
spot eight or nine hours later he 
would undoubtedly see the same 
two orange-colored busses, with 
their precious loads of little ones, 
making the return trip from town. 

If one were interested enough to 
inquire, he might learn that these 
two busses belong to St. Francis’ 
Catholic School in Natchez, Miss. 
There are, I believe (though I may 
be mistaken), not more than half a 
dozen such -busses, owned and 
operated on a daily schedule by 
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colored Catholic Mission Schools, 
in the whole of the Southland. 


Father Walter Mulroney, S.S.J., 
pastor of Holy Family Church, 
Natchez, to which St. Francis’ 
School is attached, was worried 
about the children in his outlying 
missions. They were not getting a 
Catholic education, and many of 
them were getting no education at 
all. When Father first came to 
Natchez from Biloxi, Miss., in 
1938, he found that he was unable 
to furnish teachers for his Catholic 
children in the rural districts, not to 
speak of putting up adequate school 
buildings. 


Weighing the matter carefully, 
he came to the conclusion that it 
would be cheaper in the long run, 
more convenient, more satisfactory, 
and would certainly make for a bet- 
ter, more complete and more efh- 
cient education, to bring the chil- 
dren from the scattered rural dis- 
tricts to his central school in Nat- 
chez to be taught by the Sisters of 
the Holy Ghost, rather than to at- 
tempt to finance one-room schools 
with a teacher in each, struggling 
to teach a conglomeration of chil- 
dren ranging from kindergarten tots 
to eighth grade boys and girls. 


Father procured one bus for the 
children of Cranfield, about 15 
miles away, and another for those 
of Harriston, over 30-odd miles 


away. Making their rounds to 
pick up the children and to return 
them again these busses travel a 
combined average of about 130 to 
140 miles a day, and bring over 90 
children to the school in Natchez. 
The daily mileage would be greater 
but for the fact that the Harriston 
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bus remains in Harriston each night, 
and therefore has to make only one 
round-trip a day. 

So far, Father Mulroney is very 
well satisfied with results. The 
children, being divided according 
to grades with a maximum of two 
grades to a teacher, are getting a 
much better education. Besides, 
they have the advantage of daily 
association with the other children, 
frequent attendance at liturgical 
ceremonies, otherwise impossible, 
and they are being slowly but sure- 
ly integrated into the Catholic life 
of the parish. 


HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
which was built in 1894 for the use of the 
colored Catholics of Natchez, Miss. 
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The pupils pay a small fee for 
the use of the busses, and this sum 
is used for the maintenance and up- 
keep of the busses. 

Father is convinced of the feasi- 
bility of operating such busses for 
most of our colored Mission Schools 
in rural districts, especially in the 
South. But by no means does he 


contend that school busses constitute 
the only way of dealing with the 
problem of educating children in 
outlying mission districts. 

As proof of: this, Father has 
erected a little two-room school at 
Laurel Hill about 10 miles from 
Natchez, and he takes two Sisters 
out there by car each day to teach. 
The school has an enrollment of 
over 70. St. Francis’ School itself 
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FATHER WALTER MULRONEY, S.S.J., AND HIS 1940 GRADUATES 
The school now has an enrollment of 525, the largest in its history 


has an enrollment of 525 pupils 
with seven Holy Ghost Sisters and 
one lay teacher. 

But, as interested as Father Mul- 
roney is in the development of his 
school, he does not let that interfere 
with his main work of caring for 
the members of his flock and of 
making new converts. 


Holy Family Church numbers 
1000 members of whom very many 
are converts. Father conducts in- 
struction classes each week, during 
which he shows and explains pic- 
tures illustrating the teachings of 
the Church. 

These open instruction classes are 
well attended by both young and 
old. And why? Besides being able 

(Continued on page 238) 


MIDWESTERN CLERGY CONFERENCE 


The priests of the Midwestern Clergy 
Conference on Negro Welfare had their 
semi-annual meeting at St. Benedict 
the Moor’s Church in Milwaukee, Wis., 
on October 21, 22, and 23. There were 
23 priests present, all actively engaged 
in the Negro Apostolate. 

Among other things, the Fathers dis- 
cussed the difficulties faced by Negro 
converts coming into the Church. Fa- 
ther Vincent Smith, S.V.D., the only 
colored priest at the Conference, spoke 
of the need of more priests and Sisters 
in the colored missions. 

The Conference adopted plans for a 
systematic effort to educate Catholic 


opinion to the needs of the Negro 
Apostolate. 

Said Father Charles Murphy (Lock- 
land, Ohio), the president: “That’s the 
most important thing done by this Con- 
ference. American Catholics will be in- 
terested in furthering the Kingdom of 
Christ among their colored fellow-citi- 
zens as soon as they know more about 
this very fertile field for converts.” 

The newly 
Conference are: Rev. Raymond Backhus 


elected officers of the 
(Cincinnati), Chairman; Rev. Edward 
Luis, $.V.D. (Chicago), Vice-Chair- 
man; Rev. John F. Ryan (Chicago), 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


A CHRISTMAS SONG 


ArtrHur C, Winters, S.V. D. 


Lovers of children, rejoice, rejoice! 
The Lord is come, a little Child. 
Attend unto His baby voice, 

His gentle features, chaste and mild. 


Lovers of children, respect, respect 
The power within those tiny hands; 
Apparent weakness they effect 
The law which all the world 


commands. 


Lovers of children, that tiny frame, 

So like to those which you caress, 

Contains the Boundless One, Whose 
name 

Man’s word fails fully to express. 


Lovers of children, those baby eyes, 
That little face, those fingers ten, 
Fill us with quite a deep surprise: 
God is as much a Man as men. 


Hearken, ye angels, I know 


know 


Through ages long, a wondrous 


thing: 


Lovers of children bending low 
To worship God — a Child — ; 


King! 


Advent 


The four weeks 
that come before 
Christmas are called 
Advent. It is the be- 
ginning of the Church 
year. The word Ad- 
vent means the com- 
ing of the Lord. So it 
is a time when we 
must prepare our 
souls for His coming 
on Christmas morn. 
During the season of 
Advent ask Jesus to 
help you avoid sin. 


Dec. 3. Saint 
Francis Xavier 


Today we hail one 
of the greatest of phe Shepherds 


DECEMBER’'S SAINTS 


ay Dec. 25. Christmas 


Rejoice and be glad 
for today a Saviour is 
born to us who is 
Christ the Lord. 
Christmas is the be- 
ginning of the second 
period of the Church 
year. God comes down 
to earth appearing in 
the form of a little 
weak Infant. The 
Church to show her 
adoration and thanks- 
giving for such love 
permits her priests 
to offer three Masses 
on this day. As you 
kneel at the crib to- 
day, ask the Infant 


came to see the Jesus to help you and 


God’s missionary Christ-Child on the first Christmas every person in this 
priests. Francis was a morn; today we join with them in world to love Him 


very learned young 
man, but could never quite answer the 
question which St. Ignatius asked him 
— “What doth it profit a man, if he 
gain the whole world, and suffer the 
loss of his own soul?” By God’s grace 
he became a priest and a zealous mis- 
sionary baptizing thousands of souls. 
Pray today for all missionaries laboring 
in the vineyard of the Lord at home or 
abroad, 


Dec. 8. Immaculate Conception 


On this day we commemorate one of 
the greatest privileges God has_ be- 
stowed on Mary. She was conceived, 
born, and lived free from the least 
stain of sin. Rejoice today, all you chil- 
dren of Mary. Next to Jesus, she is 
cour best gift from God. Ask Mary to- 
day for the angelic virtue of chastity. 


Dec. 21. St. Thomas 


At first Thomas showed a stubborn 
and unbelieving attitude towards Jesus’ 
Resurrection, but later gave us a beauti- 
ful example of faith in his wonderful 
words: “My Lord and my God!” He 
was one of the twelve Apostles, and was 
martyred for Christ’s sake. Pray today 
for all who don’t believe in the Church. 


adoring the God made Man 


more and more. 


Dec. 26. St. Stephen 


The Church gives the glorious priv- 
ilege of standing right next to the 
crib of the Babe of Bethlehem to St. 
Stephen. He was the very first martyr 
who died for Jesus. He is a wonderful 
example for our daily life. When about 
to be stoned to death, he not only par- 
doned his enemies from his heart, but 
also prayed for them. Do you forgive 
all who injure or hate you and your 
Church? Ask St. Stephen to help you 
to do so ever more and more. 


Dec. 27. St. John 


St. John was an apostle and evangel- 
ist. He was the brother of St. James 
and the only apostle not to die a mar- 
tyr’s death. But he was thrown into a 
caldron of boiling oil and would have 
been killed but for a miracle of God. 
He wrote one of the four gospels, three 
epistles and the Apocalypse. Jesus 
showed His love for him by entrusting 
the Blessed Virgin Mary to his care. 
Pray to him today for a pure and fer- 
vent love for Jesus and Mary, and ask 
him to intercede with Jesus for a great- 
er love uniting all mankind. 
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MOST REV. BISHOP GEROW OF NATCHEZ WITH SUBDEACONS HE ORDAINED 
Subdeacons (left to right): Fraters Maxine Williams, S.V.D., Richard Winters, S.V.D., 
George Wilson, S.V.D., and Leander Martin, S.V.D. Next to Frater Williams is Frater 
Alexander Leedie, S.V.D., who received the last two Minor Orders on this occasion. At the 
Bishop’s right is Very Rev. Joseph F. Eckert, S.V.D., Provincial, and next to him is Very 
Rev. John Gasper, S.V. D., Rector of St. Augustine’s Seminary. On the Bishop’s left is Rev. 

John Kemper, S.V.D., Assistant Provincial and Prefect of the seminarians 


~ SUBDEACONS ORDAINED 


On the Feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel, September 29, four of our 
seminarians advanced another step to 
the Altar. raters Leander Martin, 
Maxine Williams, George Wilson and 
Richard Winters were ordained to the 
Subdiaconate by His Excellency, Bishop 
Richard O. Gerow of Natchez, in St. 
Augustine’s Seminary Chapel. 

When their names were called for 
ordination these young clerics, dressed 
in spotless white alb, cincture and 
amice, signifying the purity and integ- 
rity of their oblation, stepped forward 
with earnestness to dedicate themselves 
to God’s Service at the Altar and to 
the salvation and sanctification of their 
people. 


On December 8 these same four Sub- 
deacons will be made Deacons, and on 
January 6 they will be ordained priests 
of God forever! 

The Church's 


for the ordination of a priest are in- 


Catholic ceremonies 
spiring and beautiful beyond words. 
Therefore we heartily invite all our 
friends who can do so to be present at 


the ordination ceremonies on Monday 


morning, January 6, 1941. St. Augus- 


tine’s Seminary is located on U. S. 
Highway 90 in Bay Saint Louis, Miss., 
and is easy to reach by car, bus or train 
from New Orleans, Gulfport, Biloxi or 
Mobile. 


News From St. Augustine’s 
Seminary 


News is news! And once again 
the calendar leaves turn back; the type- 
writer keys start hopping to tell you 
of past and present events. Things 
have been happening; dear Reader, and 
so — with your gentle permission — 
the outstanding dates of the immediate 
past are singled out and treated for 
your benign perusal! Here are the 
highlights ! 


September 26-29 — Retreat for 
Minor Seminarians 


The measure of true priestly 
success is the depth of a priest’s interior 
life. Our minor seminarians — the stu- 
dents — must likewise learn to stop and 
think, to drop the cares of student life 
and to direct their thoughts, hearts and 
all to their Supreme End. And so — 
the retreat, which began and ended on 
the evening and morning of the above 
dates, respectively. The boys took these 
days seriously and gave themselves 
wholeheartedly to the spiritual exercises. 

The Retreat Master, Rev. Clarence J. 
Howard, gave the students many ap- 
plicable points with reference to useful 
ends and also brought in many practical 
examples. There was silence during 


these days; it must have been quite a _ 


novelty to many a new boy. He must 
have surely found the conduct of many 
an older student an edification and a 
shining example. Saturday evening, 
September 28, at 7:30 P.M., the stu- 
dents in a body renewed their baptismal 
vows. They formed a procession from 
the sacristy and marched down the mid- 


Solemn Christmas Povena 


for all our Benefactors 
We invite you 
to join us in this Novena 


to be held in the 
SEMINARY CHAPEL 


December 16—24 


in preparation for Christmas 


St. Augustine's Sen; 
the only Catholic Mminary 


dle aisle to the sanctuary. There, with 
glowing candles in their hands, they re- 
peated the pledges made to God many 
years ago, but this time with full pow- 
ers of understanding the true signifi- 
cance of their words. After the cere- 
mony, evening prayers and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament followed. 


Family Feast 


A traditional holiday in our So- 
ciety! We started to cele- 
brate this feast on Tuesday 
afternoon (October 8) af- 
ter the last class. Tuesday 
evening, at seven o'clock, a 
program in the auditorium 
called the members of the 
family — the _ Father, 
Mother, Big Brother and 
Little Brothers — together. 
We were especially to en- 
joy the presence of His Ex- 
cellency, Most. Rev. Bishop 
Gerow, at the celebration. 
With Vernon Dauphine, 
one of our college students, 
as master of ceremonies, 
the program got underway. 
The orchestra, replete with 
new and talented members, 
played several numbers. 
The highlights of the even- 
ing were the following: 
Frater Edward Adams, 
Detroit, Mich., and _ his 
speech on the significance 
and the meaning of Family 
Feast; the “Mystery” 
Quartet, consisting of four 
students — Batch, Farmer, 
Sayles, and Wright — 
harmonized us into com- 
plete submission and fer- 
vent applause by two num- 
bers, “He Never Said a 
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Mumblin’ Word,” and “Go Down, Mo- 
ses.”” They were followed by a quartette 
from across the bridge — the scholas- 
tics. This group rendered two num- 
bers, one (which the program Master 
said made si feel quite “horsey” !) en- 
titled “I’m Headin’ for the Last 
Roundup”; the other was a melodious 
spiritual, “Nobody Knows the Trouble 
I See.” (Maybe they were thinking 
pessimistically of that baseball game the 
next day!?) Aubry Os- 
born, a native of Algiers, 
La., gave a sketch picturing 
the active teacher looking 
forward to a happy ending 
of the school year. Our 
Very Rey. Father Provin- 
cial spoke on the members 
who go to make up a flour- 
ishing family. We were 
then exhorted by His Ex- 
cellency himself, who spoke 
on the joy of a family, of 
good fellowship, and of 
good honest fun. He gave 
us a formula, ever available 
for a happy outlook on 
life: “Keep the corners of 
your mouth turned up!” 
The next day was Fam- 
ily Feast proper. After 
breakfast there was a clash. 
The student baseball nine 
met the nine of the major 
seminarians. The game was 
close throughout. Wilson 
pitched a fine game for 
the students, being relieved 
in the fifth by Carlson. 
Frater A. Winters started 
on the mound for the scho- 
lastics and Frater W. Ad- 
ams took over in the fifth. 


fore higher learning and 


But young blood bowed be- 


the final score was: Scholastics-5, Stu- 
dents-4. 
In the afternoon there was a weenie 


roast out at Sunnybank. 


Eve of Mary’s Feast 


On this day, at 7 o’clock in the 
evening, the major and minor seminari- 
ans gathered at the grotto of our Lady 
of Lourdes. It was the eve of the Feast 
of the Most Pure Heart of Mary. Sev- 
eral hymns were sung to our Lady. 
Prayers were led by the Prefect, Fa- 
ther Hubert Posjena, $.V. D., who also 
spoke a few words on Mary and her 
relation to God, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost. 


Registration Day — Flag Raising 
This day being a national holi- 

day, the authorities appropriated it as 
the best one on which to inaugurate the 
raising of St. Augustine’s new flag. 
The ceremony began at 10 in the morn- 
ing. The entire community was present. 
Melvin Richardson, the master of cere- 
monies, introduced the main speaker, 
Father Dudink, the Assistant Prefect. 
After his speech, which was generously 
applauded, the group sang several pa- 
triotic songs — the Battle Hymn of the 
Republic — being one of them. As the 
flag was raised, three shots were fired 
into the air. The thrilling tones of the 
“Star Spangled Banner” were wafted 
upwards by the same breeze which stir- 
red the folds of the flag. Frater Alex- 
ander then addressed the gathering. The 
closing song was “God Bless America.”’ 
The same day those among us 
of military age registered at the audi- 
torium of St. Rose School in “the Bay.” 


A Mercy Christmas 
@ Happy "Pew Dear 


to all our 


Friends and Benefactors 


from the 
Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers 
and Students of 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 


GeorceE G. Witson, S.V. D. 


THE CHRISTMAS MARTYRS 


@ A short story based on an historical fact 


The venerable Bishop of Nico- 
media wore a strange look. It ex- 
pressed a feeling of joy tinged with 
fear. He had a good reason for 
joy. Did not the mighty Emperor 
Diocletian proscribe the Christian 
religion? At last his long-asked- 
for prayer was to be granted. At 
last he would be given a chance to 
prove his loyalty to Christ. Yes, 
he felt ready to die — but what 
about his flock, the thousands of 
whom he, Marcellus, was the pas- 
tor? That was his fear. 
Nicomedia was the favorite resi- 
dence of the Emperor, who had en- 
hanced its beauty by erecting a 
splendid imperial palace, a mint, 
and an arsenal. Nicomedia was not 
only the favorite place of residence 
of the Emperor, it was also a fertile 
spot for the growth of Christianity. 
For a long time the Church there 
had enjoyed peace. Was this peace 
for the welfare or ruin of his flock? 
Bishop Marcellus often asked him- 
self this question, but thus far he 
had been unable to find an answer. 


The pagan populace did not look 
with disinterestedness upon the 
strange Religion of their Christian 
fellowmen. Why could not these 
Christians worship Bacchus, Pluto, 
Venus and the other gods as well 
as Christ? This and a host of simi- 


lar questions were raised in the 
minds of the devotees of the gods. 
Thoughts of suspicion were soon 
translated into words of suspicion. 
The Christian sect was hostile and 
There was 


dangerous to the city. 
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a murmur for the suppression of 
these enemies of the imperial city. 
The murmur grew into a clamor to 
such a degree that Diocletian was 
at last forced to take cognizance of 
this disturbance, and to order an in- 
vestigation. 

Finally word was brought to His 
Imperial Majesty that half of the 
population of the city had long ago 
forsworn allegiance to Jupiter and 
the rest of the tutelar deities of the 
Empire. Most of the soldiers and 
servants of the imperial palace were 
Christian! Diocletian paled with 
anger at this startling news. 

“Who are they?” demanded the 
maddened ruler. “Search them out 
and bring them before me!” 

The fact that half of the city was 
inhabited by this despised sect was 
bad enough — but when the Em- 
peror learned that his very palace 
housed these enemies of the State, 
it was too much! The Christian 
Religion must be forbidden. There- 
fore Diocletian issued the edict 
which began the tenth persecution 
in the year 303 A.D. 

“Tomorrow,” mused Marcellus 
with himself, “will be the anniver- 
sary of the Birth of our Blessed 
Lord and Saviour. May the happy 
memory of His birth give strength 
to my flock bravely to bear this time 
of sorrow for Him.” 

Already before Christmas Day 
began to dawn the city of Nicome- 
dia was astir with busy feet on their 


‘way to the Christian house of wor- 


ship. The place was soon quite 
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crowded and the venerable prelate 
began the Divine Services. In the 
midst of the sacred functions he de- 
livered a discourse on the meaning 
of the day’s feast. 

“We are all united,” he said, “in 
celebrating our Saviour’s Birthday. 
Let us remain united in spite of the 
trials we may have to undergo for 
the Faith. Let us remember His 
words: He who will deny Me be- 
fore men, I will deny him before 
My Father who is in heaven; and 
he who will confess Me before men, 
I will confess him before My Fa- 
ther who is in heaven. May He 
grant us grace to remain steadfast 
in the Faith of our fathers!” 


The assembly was visibly moved 
by these solemn words. The Divine 
Services were resumed. 

Presently there was heard a tu- 
mult outside the building. A Chris- 
tian who acted as doorkeeper jostled 
his way through the worshiping 
throng to the place where Marcellus 
and his ministers were offering the 
Divine Mysteries. 

“The Emperor’s soldiers have 
surrounded us on all sides!” he 
said in a hoarse whisper. “We can- 
not escape!” 

“Why should we seek to flee, my 
son?” mildly asked the bishop. 
“What shall separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus?” 

Meanwhile the people were ap- 
prised of the grave situation. There 
ensued no panic. Clerics could be 
seen moving among the crowds 
speaking words of courage and con- 
solation. Parents exhorted each 
other to constancy in the faith, and 
gently drew their children closer to 
them. 
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The doors of the edifice were 
closed by some of the imperial 
soldiers. Others brought logs and 
kindling material, and stacked them 
against the sides of the church. 
Still others held lighted torches to 
set the material on fire. Through 
the closed doors the stentorian voice 
of an imperial herald was heard: 

“T et anyone who wishes to escape 
unharmed come forth and offer in- 
cense to Jupiter on the altar erected 
out here!” 

No one stirred. None seemed to 
hear the messenger. Marcellus 
gazed with complacency over the 
throng. Everywhere his eyes saw 
lips moving in prayer. Many could 
be seen praying with outstretched 
hands and uplifted eyes. 

“Once more I warn you in the 
name of the Emperor to come forth 
and sacrifice to Jupiter!” persisted 
the herald. ‘Come forth and sacri- 
fice if you want to live!” 

“We will not deny Christ! We 
will not sacrifice!” one of the faith- . 
ful shouted back. 

“We will not sacrifice! We will 
gladly die for Christ whose Birth- 
day we are commemorating!” re- 
echoed the worshiping throng. 


In a few minutes the smell of 
burning logs pervaded the building. 
Soon the roaring and the crackling 
of hungry flames could be heard. 
It was not long before the entire 
building resembled a huge furnace. 

In the midst of this destruction 
all those in the church, one by one, 
yielded their souls to Christ their 
Saviour whose Birthday they had 
gathered to celebrate. 

The memory of these Holy 
Martyrs of Nicomedia is kept every 
year on Christmas Day. 


Addition and Subtraction 


Our energetic Father Joseph Hoel- 
ken, pastor of St. Rose’s Church in 
Bay St. Louis, Miss., has just added 
two more rooms to his school, which 
addition is still subtracting from his al- 
ready contracted pocketbook. The rooms 
were necessary (and the children think 
they are just grand), but the expense — 
oh, well! If it is true that all one needs 
to carry out a program of physical ex- 
pansion are vision and funds, then Fa- 
ther Hoelken is 50% on the right road 
— he has the vision. 

However, Father is still hoping that 
some of the good friends of the colored 
missions, perhaps someone who reads 
this, will come to his aid. 


Completing the Circuit 


Father Herman J. Hagen, who is 
now stationed in our Meridian, Miss., 
Mission, helped out for a few weeks re- 
cently in St. Mary’s Mission, Vicks- 


With our SVD Fathers 


on the Colored Missions 
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burg, Miss., which, by the way, is the 
very first station he was assigned to in 
1921 when he first arrived in this coun- 
try. 

During the intervening 19 years Fa- 
ther has done mission work in Alabama, 
swinging Westward to Mississippi, then 
to Louisiana, then out to California, and 
now back again to Mississippi, which 
completes the circuit all right, but, un- 
fortunately, does not prove the spheroid- 
ity of the earth. 


Jackson School Grows 


Father Francis Baltes’ new Holy 
Ghost High School has an enrollment 
of 90 students and would have had 
more if another Sister could have been 
obtained to teach in the high school. 
Eight Blue Sisters and one lay teacher 
make up the teaching staff of Holy 
Ghost School which has a total enroll- 
ment of 460 pupils. Father Baltes 
teaches Religion in school while his as- 


Our Sacred Heart Mission Church in Greenville, Miss., where Father Richard Lyons 


S.V.D., is in charge 
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sistant, Father Charles Windolph, 
teaches: Latin in the high school. 

The new high school is a fine-looking 
one-story frame building, covered on 
the outside with asbestos shingles. It 
has five large rooms: a library, a sew- 
ing and needlecraft room, a modernlv 
equipped physics laboratory, and two 
classrooms. The students themselves, 
proud of their new building, are trying 
to beautify the surrounding playground, 
even digging a gold- 
fish pond. 


Mattresses for 
Flood Victims 


Duson, La. — Fa- 
ther Francis Wade, 
pastor of St. Bene- 
dict’s Mission, opened 
a center at his school 
for making mattress- 
es for the poor people 
who lost most of their 
possessions in this 
year’s flood. There is 
no lack of willing 
hands to do the sew- 
ing, but Father finds 
it pretty hard to get 
the money together 
for buying needed 
materials for the mat- 
tresses, especially 
since he had just en- 
larged his school be- 
fore the flood came. 
He succeeded in get- 
ting some_ second- 
hand desks from a 
parish school in New Orleans for his 
newly built classroom. With two class- 
rooms now Father Wade is better able 
to accommodate his 119 pupils, distrib- 
uted over the seven grammar grades. 

If any of our kind readers can see 
their way clear to make a small contri- 
bution to Father’s mattress fund he 
would surely appreciate it. Just address 
donations to Rev. Francis Wade, 
S.V.D., at St. Benedict’s Mission, 


Box 24, Duson, La. 


S.V.D., 


NOW YOU SEE IT — NOW YOU 
DON’T! — Father Anthony Jacobs, 
entertains 
youngsters of St. Joseph’s Mission 
School, Meridian, Miss. 
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Goin’ A-Missionin’ 

Father Clarence Howard, who was 
appointed to teach in St. Augustine’s 
Seminary, Bay Saint Louis, Miss., last 
September, has been sallying forth as 
a sort of one-man Mission Band to 
preach missions near and far. 

From October 6 to 13 Father gave 
a mission at Holy Family Church in 
Natchez, Miss., where 
the Josephite Fathers 
are doing fine work 


"¢ 


colored. 
3-10 he 
Shreveport, 


among the 
November 
was in 
La., preaching a mis- 
the Church 
of Our Lady of the 


sion at 


Blessed Sacrament 
which is in charge of 
the zealous Holy 
Ghost Fathers. 

And during 
the last part of No- 
vember 


now 


and the first 
of December Father 
Howard is in Austin, 
Texas, conducting a 
mission for non-Cath- 
olics in the recently 
some of the P : 
established colored 
mission of the Holy 
Cross Fathers. 


PLEASE NOTIFY US 


of any change in your address 
& 


Just drop us a card giving both your 
OLD address and your NEW ad- 
dress and we will forward your copy 


of the MESSENGER to you. 


If the Holy Spirit is in us (and His 
living in our hearts is not a luxury, 
something we can get along without, but 
a necessity, something we need all the 
time) He should influence us, act in 
us, lead us. Being led by the Spirit is 
essential for devotion to Him. It’s good 
to think of Him, speak of Him; but it 
is far more important to give ourselves 
to Him and be led by Him. 


“For whoever are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God” 
(Romans 7:14). 

He can give us expert advice — and 
it’s cheap! We need merely ask Him 
for it. The Curé of Ars, a holy parish 
priest, St. John Vianney, said: “Those 
who are led by the Holy Spirit have 
right ideas. That is why so many ig- 
norant people are wiser than the learned. 
When we are led by a God of light and 
strength, we cannot go astray. The 
Holy Spirit is light and strength.” 

If His book, the holy Bible, is prof- 
itable to teach, reform, correct, then, 
indeed He, its Author, is able to teach 
us, reform us, correct us, instruct us in 
justice, that we may be perfect and 
equipped for every good work. 

If the Holy Spirit leads us, 

a) He will incline us by His grace to 
keep the Commandments, to shun evil, 
do much good, receive the Sacraments 
frequently, pray fervently. 

b) He will keep us closely united to 
the Catholic Church; says Pius XI: 
“Whoever is led by the Spirit of God, 
spontaneously adopts, both outwardly 
and inwardly, the true attitude towards 
the Church, this sacred fruit from the 
tree of the Cross, this gift from the 
Spirit of God, bestowed on Pentecost 
Day to an erratic world.” 

c) He will strengthen us to bear 
trials because our Blessed Saviour said 
so emphatically: “Whoever does not 
carry his cross and come after Me, can- 
not be My disciple.” 

d) He will direct us in our efforts to 
secure justice — to win love and esteem 
for the colored people. Being fully 
aware of the need of prudence, Arch- 
bishop John T. MeNicholas, O.P., 
wrote to Mr. Conrad, December 23, 
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LEAD THOU ME ON JosEPH Buscn, S.V. D. 


1932: “I trust that God will bless you, 
and that you will seek the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in every movement and 
in every utterance that concerns the 
welfare of your people.” 

Can we, then, do better than throw 
wide open the door of our hearts to His 
gracious influence? He is in us, but 
He is not so active as He can and 
should be. Address to Him the beau- 
tiful words of Cardinal Newman: 


Lead, kindly Light, amid the encir- 
cling gloom, Lead Thou me on; 

The night is dark and I am far from 
home, Lead Thou me on; 

Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to 
see the distant scene, one step 
enough for me; 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that 
Thou shouldst lead me on, 

I loved to choose and see my path, 
but NOW, Lead Thou me on. 


THE KING OF LOVE 


Ni Oy es 


Where are the royal guardsmen? 
Where is the golden crown? 
Where is the gilded cradle? 
Where is the eider down? 


He comes 

To manifest 
Not His Power, 
But His Love! 


A Virgin Mother’s loving face! 
A weary workman’s smiling eyes! 
Our God born in a lonely place! 
Lo! Angels sing in midnight skies! 


He comes 

To manifest 
Not His Power, 
But His Love! 


Do shepherds hasten ? 
Angels sing? 

Come! Let us honor 
Christ, our King, 


Who comes 

To manifest 
Not His Power, 
But His Love! 


“Quote and Unquole r 


@ What Others Are Saying Of 
@ And About the Negro 


Sermon in a Song 


Appearing on a national radio pro- 
gram over the Columbia System, Ethel 
Waters, colored songstress and _ top- 
ranking dramatist, electrified her audi- 
ence with narrative and spiritual.... 

When the Master of Ceremonies 
asked her to sing a popular number she 
responded — probably to his chagrin — 
with the most glorious rendition of 
“The Crucifixion.” Sang she: 


They crucified my Lord, 

And He never said a mumblin’ word. 

They nailed Him to a tree; 

He bowed His head and died, 

And He never said a mumblin’ word, 

Not a word, not a word, 

Not a mumblin’ word. 

Call it a Negro spiritual, if you 
please. Here is the point: This Negro 
lady, fearless of criticism, contributed 
to the entertainment of the American 
public what white Catholic actors and 
actresses fear to do.... 

It was very easy to say an act of 
contrition for all one’s misdeeds, hav- 
ing heard Ethel Waters sing a sermon 
more eloquent than could have been 
preached by many a missionary Fa- 
ther. Social Justice 

Royal Oak, Mich. 


Christian Leadership 


Misapprehension, prejudice, wonder- 
ment, who will balance these for the 
thousands of young colored Americans 
in colleges throughout the land?... 


In a world with false 
leadership, missionaries realize the ne- 


cessity of sparing no effort to prepare 


gone awry 


stable leadership. Such leadership is 


vital, more vital today than ever before 
for the 13,000,000 colored on American 


shores. 
Mission Fields at Home 
Cornwells Heights, Pa. 


Practical Works of Mercy 


In the material order we must make 
it clear to the Negro that our faith in 
the Corporal Works of Mercy is prac- 
tical and that we are really interested 
in his economic welfare. This means 
more than alleviating his poverty by 
charity. We must go out of our way | 
to see that he gets justice, we must 
help him in his struggle for decent, 
wages, housing conditions and the like. 

Rev, CLEMENT FLynn, O.M.I. 
in The Oblate World 


Golden Opportunity 


The work of the Catholic Church 
among Negroes assumes an importance 
that is not merely diocesan but national 
in its influence. The changes that have 
occurred in the last few decades in the 
life of the Negro, the excessive urbani- 
zation of the black population, with its 
attendant changes in social contacts, 
the facilities for secular education, etc., 
have presented here to the Church both 
a problem and a golden opportunity. 

BisHop SMITH 
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CHILDRENS 
Is 


Dear Boys and Girls: 


No sooner had I sent in last month’s 
CHILDREN’S CORNER to the 
printer saying that I had not yet re- 
ceived any Tongue-Twisters for the 
Tongue-Twister Contest than your 
Tongue-Twisters began flowing in, and 
they are still coming in. 


Many of the Tongue-Twisters re- 
ceived are very good, and I think you 
will say so too when you read them. 
In fact, they were so good that the 
judges had a time of it to pick the best 
one. 

The winner for this month is Delores 
Jean Black, age 10, 2822 Martindale 
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. Delores attends 
St. Rita’s School and is in the fifth 
grade. Here is her winning Tongue- 
Twister, and I’ll bet you that hardly 
anyone of you can say it two times 
straight without twisting your tongue: 

Surely Saul should sole Sally’s silk slip- 
pers. 


Delores, for this Tongue-Twister you 
get a whole year’s subscription to the 
MESSENGER, starting right now. 


Here are other Tongue-Twisters sent 
in by Delores: 


Blinking Billy Brindle brought Brenda 
Biddle a box of bitter brittle candy. 

Anthony Adams always ate autumn ap- 
ples. 

Susan shall sadden suddenly when she 
shall a sad song sing. 

Cunning Connie Cornelly cuts cute caress- 
ing capers. 
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Shall smiling Sailor Sammy sail a shining 
sailboat on a shimmering seashore? 


Timmy Timble took a triple tumble 
through a thistle patch and stuck a thistle 
through the thick of his thumb. 


The 


mention: 


following deserve honorable 


Susan sews silk 
straight stitches. 


Bob’s big brother blew big brisk bubbles. 


Blanche Meyers, age 14, Grade 8, 
Covington, Ky. 


stockings, sticking 


Please blot this blue-black blotch with a 
blotter. 

To twist your tongue to tell a Tongue- 
Twister is a tongue-twisting job. 

Behind the block is a big black bug with 
a big black body. 

Will you water the water-flower with a 
water-can filled with water? 

Four fellows full of fun flew from Phila- 
delphia to France. 


Ruth Koelker, age 12, Grade 8, Cov- 
ington, Ky. 


“Daddy, if a doctor doctored another doc- 
tor, would the doctor doing the doctoring 
doctor the other doctor in the way the doc- 
tored doctor wanted to be doctored, or 
would the doctor doing the doctoring doctor 
the other doctor in his own way?” 


Sadie Sipping Soup, Detroit, Mich. 


I saw my sister sitting on the sand by 
the sea, she was playing on a see-saw I 
didn’t see. 

Mary Rose Greenburg, age 13, Grade 
§, Covington, Ky. 
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Tommy Tucker took a truck of timber to 
Tennessee. 


Jean Krischler, Grade 8, Covington, 
Ky. 


On a sleeted street I slid, I slid on a sleet- 
ed street. 

Hazel Broussard, 
Louisiana 


Grade 7, Sunset, 


When the tree heaves, its leaves leave, and 
the tree is clean of leaves. 

Eugene Pohlman, age 13, Grade 8, 
Covington, Ky. 


Billy Boy bought Betty’s bag of barley. 
Mary Jo Tenfelde, Grade 8, Coving- 
ton, Ky. 


Each one of these boys and girls will 
receive a free copy of this month’s 
MEsSENGER. Let me know if you don’t 
get it. 


See how easy it is to make up a 
Tongue-Twister. So, come on, Boys and 
Girls, join in this easy fun-making con- 
test and win a year’s subscription or a 
free copy of the MESSENGER. Remem- 
ber the rules: 


1) Make your Tongue-Twisters orig- 
inal and hard to say. 

2) Sign your name, address, age, 
school and grade. 

3) Send them in to me. 
many as you like. The best one 
wins. 


Send as 


LETTERS 
Dear Father Howard: 


I am a little girl 12 years old and I at- 
tend Our Mother of Mercy School in Ames, 
Texas. I enjoy reading the CHILDREN’S 
CORNER very much, and would like to be- 
come one of your new friends. 


I would like very much to meet you, as 
I have had the pleasure of seeing Father 
Smith (from whom I received my First 
Holy Communion in Port Arthur where I 
used to live), Father Rousseve and Father 
Wade. I also attended Father Dauphiné’s 
First Mass in Port Arthur. 

I hope you will remember me in your 
prayers and I’ll remember you. Your little 
friend, Catherine Godeau, Grade 7 

Liberty, Texas 


— P— 
A 


IRCETIREL 


Well, I am certainly glad to have an- 
other little friend like you, Catherine, 
and I will pray for you as you ask. 
Maybe someday we shall meet, who 
knows? Meanwhile, thanks for your 
prayers; keep them up. 


Dear Father Howard: 

I. have a suggestion to send in. This is 
my suggestion: suppose every boy and girl 
who read the “Messenger” would offer a 
Mass and Communion for all the Negro 
priests and also a Mass and Communion for 
all the Negro boys who are going to become 
priests. Sincerely yours, 

Eugene Pohlman, Grade 8 
Covington, Kentucky 


Thanks, Eugene, that is a swell sug- 
gestion. I, for one, am in favor of it, 
and I know that all the other colored 
priests and seminarians would appreci- 
ate it too. Suppose you start the ball 
rolling by offering up your Mass and 
Communion for this intention. What 
say? 


ALSO HEARD FROM 


Rose Mary Schweinefus, Helen 
Gamm and Dolores Meiman, all of St. 
Aloysius’ School in Covington, Ky. 
Thanks, Girls, and write again. 


° 


Answer to last month’s riddle: 
L-i-n-c-o-Il-n. Abraham Lincoln. 


° 


When you kneel before the Crib on 
Christmas morning don’t forget to ask 
the Little Jesus to bless the work of the 
colored missions, and add a tiny prayer 
also for me. — FatTHER HOWARD, 
S.V. D., Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 


Held at St. Augustine’s Seminary — December 1-9 
Intention: For a deeper understanding of Christmas 


Dear Friends: 


By many the idea of Christmas is greatly 
misinterpreted. They think it is just the 
season for the interchange of friendly and 
amorous postals and presents. They think 
it is just the time for a round of revelings 
and exhilarating pleasures, 

There are but few who grasp rightly the 
idea of Christmas, who think that while in- 
nocent fun is not out of place, it should not 
be the dominating impetus that swells the 
heart with joy, but should be only secondary 
to the real cause of the joy of the season. 

Christmas is the day of the Nativity of 
Christ, the Birthday of the world’s salva- 
tion, Then is commemorated the day on 
which the Infant Saviour “came so low” to 


Join us in this Novena. 


Pray together with us during these nine days. 


rescue man from the mire of sin, to snatch 
him from the gaping jaws of hell, to heal 
his bleeding wounds. Then is commemorated 
the day on which Christ came down in hu- 
manity’s form that man might be divine; in 
poverty that man might be rich in grace; in 
infirmity that man might be strong; then is 
commemorated the day on which Christ came 
down to earth that man might have heaven; 
in a stable that man might have a throne. 
He came down to work that man might have 
eternal rest. 

Let us who claim to have the real idea of 
Christmas make this our intention during the 
Novena: to pray THAT MAN MAY 
GET A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING 
OF CHRISTMAS. 


Send in your 


intentions and they will be included in the prayers of the Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers 


and Students. 


Mail your intentions to 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


CHASING ALONG THE OLD 
NATCHEZ TRACE 


(Continued from page 224) 


to explain Catholic doctrine so lucid- 
ly and so interestingly, Father has 
the knack of making himself well 
liked by all, and he uses this to the 
advantage of the Church. He visits 
the public schools for miles around, 
becomes acquainted with the teach- 
ers, speaks to the pupils, promotes 
athletic games between their teams 
and his own, thus creating goodwill 
and better understanding. 


He visits public charitable insti- 
tutions, the old folks’ home; makes 
the rounds of the hospitals, visits 
the sick, both Catholic and non- 


Catholic. 
bear fruit. 
Right after the terrible Natchez 
fire this year, Father visited many 
of the Protestant victims when their 
own ministers refused to do so be- 
cause the disaster had happened in 
a dance hall. Some of these have 
since been received into the Church. 


Last year Father baptized 115 
converts, a total greater than that 
of any other Mission in Mississippi 
for the year 1939. 


Helping Father Mulroney in his 
work is Father George Wilson, 
S.S.J., just ordained this year. Both 
are performing wonders, chasing 
along the Old Natchez Trace in 
search of souls. 


Such works of mercy 
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THE MISSION FIELD IN 
CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 221) 


er of this article has studied this 
problem for almost two years with 
deep sympathy, and has visited over 
1,000 Negro homes in the Chicago 
area. This false idea can be traced 
to different sources, such as false 
interpretations of the Bible, ignor- 
ance of the history of Christianity 
and the bliss which flows from Prot- 
estant Negro pulpits. One of these 
preachers when asked by a girl who 
had attended a Catholic school con- 
cerning his authority to preach the 
Gospel simply remarked: “O these 
Catholics! Pontius Pilate was a 


Catholic and he commanded Christ 
to be crucified.” 


A third major difficulty in con- 


verting the Chicago Negro to the 
Catholic Church consists in the low 
state of morality in certain Negro 
sections of the city. Experience 
shows that errors begin in the head 
and end in the heart. There is but 
cne step from false thinking to false 
standards of action. Now, conver- 
sion is a process which demands new 
ideas and a new mode of life. Per- 
sons who are not living right will 
hardly care for a Church whose 
standards of morality are severe and 
exacting. 


It is especially the breakdown of 
family life among the Chicago Ne- 
gro which presents a great obstacle. 
Divorce has become so common and 
easy that many dissatisfied couples 
simply separate, obtain a divorce and 
marry again. Others whose matri- 
monial difficulties become alarming 
separate and depart to begin a life 
with someone else somewhere else. 
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Many of those whose marriage is 
invalid according to Catholic prin- 
ciples show a certain admiration for 
the Catholic Church, as I found, but 
have not sufficient moral strength to 
leave a life of sin for one of virtue. 

Again, it is the irreligious attitude 
of many young people which makes 
conversion to the Catholic Church so 
dificult. The public high schools 
do not teach the necessity of reli- 
gion; there is no demand for prayer 
and supernatural virtue. The atti- 
tude of the average high school stu- 
dent in the Negro sections is hostile 
or indifferent to the Catholic Reli- 
gion. And yet, conversions are in- 
creasing. 

(To be continued ) 


“HELLO! WHAT’S SANTA CLAUS GONNA 


BRING YOU?” 


Not all the children of the Colored Missions 
will be as lucky this Christmas as this lit- 
tle girl who has a big doll all to herself. 
Some will have nothing. Perhaps you would 
like to help make their Christmas happy by 
sending toys and clothes to our missionaries 
for distribution to their poor children 
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Have You Heard About our 


Annuity Plan ? 


You give a sum of money to the Society of the Divine Word. In 
return we will pay you from 5% to 7% interest on it annually as long 
as you live. After death the principal will be used for the missionary 
purposes of the Society of the Divine Word, especially for the education 
of poor colored students for the Priesthood. 


THIS IS A SAFE AND PROFITABLE INVESTMENT. 
YOU GET A HIGH RATE OF INTEREST AND AT THE 
SAME TIME YOU KNOW THAT YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE USED FOR A WORTHY RELIGIOUS CAUSE AFTER 
YOU HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE. 


Send for a copy of our free booklet “HOW TO INVEST” 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO 
REV. FATHER DIRECTOR 
Annuity Plan 


Society of the Divine Word 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISS. 


Your Season’s Greetings 


will breathe the real spirit of Christmas if written on tasteful 


Christmas Cards eA 


on which the religious motif predominates 


We have just what you want: 


* Exquisitely designed cards * In beautiful colors 
* Of delightful variety * With envelopes to match 


— And they are SO inexpensive, too! 
01 CARDS WITH ENVELOPES 1 00 
PACKED NEATLY IN A BOX . 
TRY A BOX THIS CHRISTMAS — MAKES A SPLENDID GIFT, ALSO. 


ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED 


order from 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY, BAY SAINT LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI 


You buy cards anyway — why not buy ours and help the Seminary? 
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